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 General Meeting 
The 2nd Tuesday of each month Next
Meeting: TUESDAY, May 8, 6:30 pm,
T-Bonz, Hwy 17 Bypass, 21st Ave North,
Myrtle Beach.

Guests Are Always Welcome!

Club Website: 
www.GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com
Club Calendar of Events:
www.Google.com/calendar/embed?src=hub1tpr
s0rneea57ejo3197oo0@group.calendar.google.
com&ctz=America/New_York&gsessionid=OK
Club FaceBook:
www.FaceBook.com/pages/Grand-Strand-Britis
h-Car-Club/344525917851

The Gathering 
by Rod Smith, Vice President

Last year at this time, the annual British
car show at Shelton Vineyards was blown out
by torrential rains and damaging winds, not so
this year. We arrived at the Hampton Inn in
Dobson, NC and discovered shortly thereafter
that Bill Unger, Editor in Chief of this rag, and
his wife Lisa were there as well (E. also Dennis
and Rhonda Oldland attended with their TR3)!

(continued on next page)
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GSBCC Officers and
Committee Chairs

President Jim Hendricks
  (843) 902-0491
 jimhendrickaas@live.com

Vice President & Website Rod Smith
  (843) 651-7644
 jrodsmith@yahoo.com

Secretary & Website Felicia Sachs
  (843) 455-8273
 FELSAC@aol.com

Treasurer Jim Smith
  (843) 907-0178
 Casper1@sccoast.net

Events Coordinator (open)
Membership Development (open)
Newsletter Editor Bill Unger 

  (843) 527-7840
 BlackRiverExp@att.net

Club Regalia Sales Jim Lewis
  (843) 385-0580 
 Jlewis44@rr.sc.com

edcb(_+EAB

The Gathering (cont.)

While Bill and Lisa opted for the
well-planned and beautiful drive which is
artfully laid out each year, we decided to
spend the day in Mt. Airy looking for Sheriff
Taylor, Barney, or Gomer. The weather was
absolutely perfect and not a cloud in the sky.
The drive to Mt. Airy from the host hotel is
very scenic with gentle rolling hills and smooth
curving blacktop. The small downtown area

offers just enough shopping to satisfy Myrna
without wearing me out. 

Saturday, we awoke to a partly cloudy sky
with temperatures in the 50's, but promising
to hit the mid 70's. Although the temperature
never got to the projected high, we
nonetheless had no rain and experienced a
classic, North Carolina Spring day. While
registrations were good, nobody anticipated
the record, 302 British cars that arrived.
Everything from 1927 Jaguars, to 2006
Morgans and even a 2011 Lotus Evora were on
display across the rolling vineyard countryside.
In my class, for TR2's and TR3's, there are
normally 7 - 10 entrants. This year there were
20 and some very good looking competition! 

Part of the reason for the increased
attendance may have been the fact that this
year marked the 60th anniversary of the
Triumph Club of the Carolinas organization and
27 years of The Gathering. These men and
women run a very well organized show
complete with the aforementioned drive, parts
auction, wrench racing (to get the kids
involved), winery tour, BBQ dinner and an
autocross. Myrna and I have attended 4 of the

(continued on next page)
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Welcome to the Garage
by Jim Hendricks, President

“Welcome”  new GSBCC members ...
Bob Puttbach

  Calabash, NC
B 1977 MGB

  (910) 575-1258
 BobPuttbach@yahoo.com

Carolyn Ross
  Surfside Beach, SC

B 1974 MGB
  (803) 238-8050
 cjrt63@yahoo.com

 

My View Through
the Windscreen

by Jim Hendricks, President

Hi Members,
A lot to celebrate this year. It is the 50th

anniversary of the MGB, Midget and the
Triumph Spitfire. And many upcoming shows
for us. Next one will be the Socastee Heritage
Festival on Saturday April 28th from 9am till
6pm near the swing bridge in Socastee.
socasteehf.com.  I hope to see you there, so
shine up those British cars, SUV's and bikes
and come have a great time. 

Jim Hendricks

The Gathering (cont.)

last 5 of these shows and it is without a doubt,
our favorite. If this sounds like something you
might be interested in, mark your calendar for
mid April in 2013. You won't regret it.   Rod

Shelton Vineyard

Lakewood Campgrounds
“Easter Car Show”

Billy Morris and Mike Gioia

Bob Puttbach
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Monthly Meeting
Minutes

by Felicia Sachs, Secretary
The Monthly Meeting was called to order

Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Apr. 10 at T-Bonz
Restaurant by Jim Hendricks, President.  VP
Rod Smith could not attend as he was
preparing for his trip to "The Gathering".  Jim
introduced new member Bob Puttbach who has
a '77 MGB which he restored himself and
presented at the Lakewood Campground
Easter Show.  We had no prizes awarded to
our 6 great British cars. Thanks to
participants Jim Smith, Billy Morris, Mike
Gioia, Bob Puttbach, Buddy Batson and Greg
Hoch.  Also, we would like to thank the wives
that came along, too!  Jim showed us the new
GSBCC 2 sided stickers.  Bill Unger discussed
the need for correct email addresses and to
check your spam to make sure the newsletter
doesn't wind up there.  Jim Smith presented
the Treasurer's report: $1063 and $23 Cash.
We currently have 50 members paid up, a few
more to go.  Email reminders were sent.
Felicia read the minutes from March 13
meeting which was approved. 

Upcoming events discussed: April 28th is
the Socastee Swing Bridge Heritage Festival
where Grand Strand British Car Club will have
an exclusive showing. Yah!! Line them up early
at 8am, and see Jim Hendricks or Jim Smith
for $10 fee. Need at least 20 cars!!! Don't be
left out. 

May 26th is the Surfside Beach Pier
Festival. We will be on a side street as the
festival has grown.  Need 30 cars. There will
be 3 trophies awarded for the British cars!
Bill Unger had a tech session about lessons

learned working on Karl Gettman’s Midget.
Also, Bill needs your articles or pics for the
newsletter so please email him at
blackriverexp@att.net. 

Felicia & Rod still need digital pics for the
website if you're not already in.  Keep an eye
on Facebook and the website for upcoming
events and details. No further business,
meeting adjourned at 7:30pm.

Keeping Your Wire
Wheels True 

by Bill Unger

Wire wheels give your British car a classic
look, but one of their less desirable attributes
is that the spokes will stretch and the holes
will wear resulting in a change in spoke tension
and causing the rim to run out-of-round.  The
weight of your car is suspended by the
uppermost spokes of each

(continued on next page)
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Keeping Your Wire Wheels True (cont.)
wheel, and those spokes go in and out of
tension continuously as the car is driven.  Side
loads from cornering and pot holes additionally
stress the spokes to cause stretch.
Therefore, like all things mechanical, your wire
wheels require some periodic attention.

Maintain the roundness of your wheels by
checking spoke tension.  Run a small
screwdriver or wood dowel around the wheel
and note the sounds of the spokes.  A flat
“thud” indicates a spoke that has lost tension
and needs tightening with a small wrench.  But
beware!  Old wheels that have not been trued
for some time may be out of round and might
be permanently tightened into that shape! Old
wheels may need to be professionally trued to
eliminate radial and lateral run out. 

Even new wheels from the factory need
some initial attention.  New hub, rim, and
spoke tolerances are achieved under static
tension, and when subjected to dynamic road
loads may go slightly out of round.   Therefore,
drive carefully on new wheels at first, allowing
the spokes to seat in without severe stress.

Then check spoke tension after the first
couple hundred miles. 

When you need to mount new tires on your
wire wheels, first check and tighten any loose
spokes.  Replace any broken spokes.  Spin each
raised wheel on its hub and adjust the spokes
to eliminate run-out.  Grease the hub splines
before remounting the wheels (I use an
anti-seize lube in a tube.  Regular grease can
dry out and become as stubborn as glue!).
Wipe off any excess to keep the spikes clean.

This should give you years of wobble free
steering from your wire wheels.

Gots and Wants
1973 MG Midget Engine for sale or
trade.  Contact Jim Smith for info at (843)
907-0178 or Casper1@sccoast.net.
1975 MGB Silver Anniversary Edition
for sale. John Twist rebuilt engine & interior,  
body panels 100% disassembled, refurbished,
repainted, dual carb & cam conversion, stereo,  
XM radio, app. 113,000 miles.  Ave. selling
price approx. $5k-6k. Will accept any offers in
price range. Car must sell. Contact Dennis
Pieschke at dpieschke@hotmail.com for pics.
Wanted - Water Pump for 1976 MGB
Contact Tim Roper at tel. (865) 765-8171 or
tim.ropermail@gmail.com.
1974 MGB Chrome Bumper Roadster
for sale.  Very good condition, runs real well,
carbs recently rebuilt, electronic ignition,
engine professionally tuned.  Located in
Pawleys Island, asking $5500 .  Contact Gary
Clifford at gcliffor@nycap.rr.com.

(continued on next page)
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Gots and Wants
Misc. For Sale Parts from 1977 BRG
MGB LE battery cover $15, doors w/ handles
$50, doors w/o handles $40, vent windows
$30, windshield in frame $75, wheel beauty
rims $10 ea,  retro wheels $10 ea, hood $100,
trans center mount $25, rr sway bar $50,
copper heater pipe $15, conv top frame $50,
fr shocks $25 ea, rr shocks $20 ea, fr rubber
bumper $75, MGB-GT fr rubber bumper $75,
MGB-GT rt fr fender $50, LE wheels, Delco
alternator, Advance distributor, Pertronix coil.
Contact Bob Puttbach@yahoo.com or tel. (910)
575-1258. 
1978 MGB for sale. Real good condition.
$7000.00. Come see it and make offer.
Contact Rick Chandler at (843) 340-1017

Misc. For Sale Late TR3 / Early TR4
New 2 each ball joint assemblies with nut &
boot part # 200772 $44 ea;  new 4 each trans
synchro rings part # 1X113431 ABOOIF9
$41.60 set; new Lockheed rear brake hose
part # GBH122 $16;  new Timken front
bearing kit part #  07100-S, 7210X, 99401,
0393 $80; used UNI-SYN Mod-A $20; used
SU Carb German Tuning Tool Set part #
885094 $20; used very good condition chrome
interior door handle part #608454 $20; used
good condition Jaeger 0-120mph speedo with
glass & chrome trim ring $75.  Contact Ron at
rpc5@sc.rr.com.
1953 MG TD for sale. Real solid car!  Check
out any time. Rick Chandler (843) 340-1017 or
rac1219@yahoo.com.  Asking $22k.

(Send your “Gots and Wants” to
BlackRiverExp@att.net)
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Coming Events Lined Up
On the Starting Grid

28-Apr-2012 “Socastee Heritage Festival”
car show 10am-6pm, registration $10 by
8:30am for 20 reserved GSBCC spots
(make check payable to GSBCC).  More info
at SocasteeHF.com.

19-May-2012 “16th Annual Triangle British
Classic Car Show” North Hills on Six Forks
Rd., Raleigh, NC, registration $25, more
info at NCMGCC.org or email
GLMMGB@yahoo.com.

26-May-2012 “Surfside Beach Memorial
Day Car Show” at the pier parking lot,
registration from 8-11am for $20 with 30
spots reserved for GSBCC, 3 trophies for
British cars!  For more info, contact Andy
Vargo at andrewsvargo@aol.com or tel.
(843) 446-8850.

23-Jun-2012 “Georgetown Harborwalk Car
Show”, more info to follow next month.

26-Oct through 04-Nov-2012 “Hilton Head
Island Motoring Festival & Concours
d’Elegance”

03-Nov-2012 “Car Club Jamboree at Hilton
Head”, sponsored by Hilton Head Car Club
with special recognition of the 50th
anniversary of the MGB.  More info at
www.hhiconcours.com/event/car-club-jamboree.
Contact Bill Schmitt tel. (843) 298-3038 or
redhhvette@yahoo.com.

11-Dec-2012 6:30 pm, GSBCC Christmas
Party and Annual Elections, T-Bonz, Hwy 17
Bypass at 21st Ave North, Myrtle Beach.

Club Stuff For Sale
by Jim Lewis, Club Regalia Chair

T-Shirts  $15
Sweat Shirts $25

These shirts are top quality USA made
Guildan, preshrunk, cool 100% cotton, with a
large GSBCC logo on the back and a small
GSBCC logo above the left breast pocket.
sizes: Small, Medium, Large, X to XXX Large

T-shirt color: Olde English white
Sweat Shirt color: Morris Garages gray

Driving Caps $15
Traditional ball cap style which you wear on
your head (forwards or backwards) to look
“way cool” and to announce your car club
affiliation with the GSBCC logo embroidered
above the bill.

sizes: only one but it is adjustable
colors: British Racing green, Coventry blue,
Morris Garage light gray (all with black bill)
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Membership Application 

 
New __________________     Renewal ________________ 

Member Name  _____________________________________________________ 

Spouse or Friend _____________________________________________________ 

Address  ___________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code  _____________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:  __________________ Cell Phone: _________________________ 

Email Address:  ________________________________________________ 

If no email address notifications will be by snail mail 

 
Car Information for Membership Directory 

 
Year  Make/Model   Year   Make/Model 

 
1. __________ ____________ 3. _____________ ____________ 
2. __________ ____________ 4. _____________ ____________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES $25.00 annually (January to January) 
New members joining after October 1st will be credited for the following year 

 
I give my permission to list my phone and Email address in the membership directory to 
be accessible to members only.        YES___  NO___ 
 
I agree to allow GSBCC to publish my photo(s) in print or electronic media including the 
GSBCC website and facebook page.     YES___  NO___ 
 
As a member of GSBCC, I agree to hold GSBCC, its Board of Directors, Officers, and 
organizers of events free from all liability for any accident or injury which may occur in 
connection with club events 
 
Signature       ________________________   AMOUNT ENCLOSED _________ 

Date:              ____/____/20__ 

 
Please make your check payable to: Grand Strand British Car Club 

And mail to:  1413 Highway 17 South, Unit #193, Surfside Beach, SC 29575 
Visit us on Face Book or Contact Jim Hendricks, President at 843-902-0491 

 
Join the GSBCC Today! 
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