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 General Meeting 
The 2nd Tuesday of each month. Next
Meeting: TUESDAY, July 10, 6:30 pm, Ole
Bull & Bush Pub & Eatery, Hwy 17 Bypass one
traffic light south of McDonald’s & "Market
Common" intersection (then back to T-Bonz as
usual August thru December).

Guests Are Always Welcome!

Club Website: 
www.GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com
Club Calendar of Events:
www.Google.com/calendar/embed?src=hub1tpr
s0rneea57ejo3197oo0@group.calendar.google.
com&ctz=America/New_York&gsessionid=OK
Club FaceBook:
www.FaceBook.com/pages/Grand-Strand-Britis
h-Car-Club/344525917851

MGB Overdrive
Transmission Swap

by Bob Puttbach
I had been looking for an MGB overdrive

transmission to replace my non-overdrive
transmission for a while.  I found an out-of-
the-vehicle Laycock “blue” label overdrive. The
“blue” label has overdrive only in 4th gear
while the “black” label has overdrive in both
3rd and 4th.  I watched the videos that John
Twist has posted concerning items to replace
in an overdrive and ordered his suggested
parts from Quantum Mechanics in Connecticut.
With the help of a more knowledgeable friend,
we installed the parts and changed the fluid in
the new transmission in a few hours.

(continued on page 2)
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GSBCC Officers and
Committee Chairs

President Jim Hendricks
  (843) 902-0491
 jimhendrickaas@live.com

Vice President & Website Rod Smith
  (843) 651-7644
 jrodsmith@yahoo.com

Secretary & Website Felicia Sachs
  (843) 455-8273
 FELSAC@aol.com

Treasurer Jim Smith
  (843) 907-0178
 Casper1@sccoast.net

Advertising Sales Carolyn Ross
  (803) 238-8050
 cjrt63@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor Bill Unger 
  (843) 527-7840
 Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com

Club Regalia Sales Jim Lewis
  (843) 385-0580 
 Jlewis44@rr.sc.com

edcb(_+EAB

Welcome to the Garage
by Jim Hendricks, President

“Welcome”  new GSBCC members ...

Brad and Stacie Rush
  Myrtle Beach, SC 

B 1967 MGB-GT Special Edition
  (843) 655-2002
 gorillabone5150@yahoo.com

MGB OD Trans Swap (continued)

There are two items to check for
compatibility.  Your speedometer must be
labeled “1000” on the bottom right face, and
the transmission must have a red gear to drive
the speedometer cable. You will also need a
longer speedometer cable which Quantum can
provide.  But your original driveshaft will work. 

I built a stand to hold the transmission and
tested the overdrive function.  We removed
the radiator, transmission cross member,
starter, exhaust manifold, carburetor, and
unbolted the driveshaft.  The engine and
transmission was removed as one unit in about
3 hours.  While we had it out, we installed a
new clutch, pressure plate and throwout
bearing.  All was put back in the car in about 3
more hours.  The next day was spent bolting
everything back in place plus replacing all the
rubber mounts.  Replacing all mounts is a bit
challenging but well worth it.

(continued on page 3)

BEHIND THE STEERING WHEEL (where there is always a loose nut)

GSBCC’s NEWSLETTER            June 2012                              page 2



My View Through
the Windscreen

by Jim Hendricks, President

Hi Members,

I normally write something about our cars
or shows, instead I would like to recognize one
of our members for a job well done for our
community.

Paul Suter and the MI Rotary club worked
side-by-side with Natural Resource specialists
last month to build oyster reefs using more
than 10,000 pounds of recycled shells. They
helped transport more than 350 bags of
recycled oyster shells from Hobcaw Barony to
create a reef in Oaks Creek using five boats.
They laid the bags approximately five to six
feet from the high water mark in the creek.

Oyster shell is a natural surface for spat
or oyster larvae to attach to and help create
new oysters and oyster beds. Also planting of
the shells can  help trap sediments and absorb
wave energy, reducing erosion of the adjacent
salt marshes.

So the next time you see Paul you can thank
him for his efforts to our wetlands.

 
Take Care!

Jim Hendricks

MGB OD Trans Swap (continued)

I also modified the gear shift knob with my
own circuit with 2 switches and 2 relays.  One
button turns the overdrive on and the other
turns it off.  Plus if you shift it out of 4th
gear and then go back into 4th, the overdrive
does not engage automatically as in the
factory set up.  With this setup, the overdrive
must be reactivated with the “ON” button
anytime the car is taken out of 4th gear.  This
way the car does not "skip" 4th and go from
3rd directly to overdrive.

We took it for a ride later in the day, and
it was wonderful!  I activated the overdrive at
60 mph, and the engine speed dropped about
900 rpm's.  I installed a light on the dash to
indicate when the overdrive is engaged.  I
would recommend this upgrade to anyone who
has a standard 4 speed!

Bob Puttbach
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Upcoming Events
 On the Starting Grid

23-Jun-2012 “Georgetown Harborwalk Car
Show”, Carroll Campbell Boat Landing,
Georgetown, west side of Hwy 17 south of
the Sampit River bridge past International
Paper. 

28-Jul-2012 “Summer Parrot Head
Festival”, 10am-6pm, sponsored by La Belle
Amie Vinyard. “British Car Only” parking
for GSBCC members.  Featuring outdoor
live music beginning about noon, food
vendors, vinyard tour, wine tasting, gift
shop. Admission charge $8 (or $5 with 2
cans of donated food). Bring a lawn chair or
blanket.  Driving directions: 2 miles west of
SC Hwy. 9 on SC Hwy. 90 at St. Joseph Rd.
GPS address:  “1120 St. Joseph Road, Little
River, SC”.  For more information, visit at
www.LaBelleAmie.com or call (843)
399-WINE (9463).

26-Oct through 04-Nov-2012 “Hilton Head
Island Motoring Festival & Concours
d’Elegance”

03-Nov-2012 “Car Club Jamboree at Hilton
Head”, sponsored by Hilton Head Car Club
with special recognition of the 50th
anniversary of the MGB.  More info at
www.hhiconcours.com/event/car-club-jamboree.
Contact Bill Schmitt tel. (843) 298-3038 or
redhhvette@yahoo.com.

Long Range Planning
11-Dec-2012 6:30 pm, GSBCC Christmas

Party and Annual Elections, T-Bonz, Hwy 17
Bypass at 21st Ave North, Myrtle Beach.

Monthly Meeting
Minutes

by Bill Unger for Felicia Sachs,
Secretary

The Monthly Meeting was called to order
Tuesday, 6:30 pm, June 12 at T-Bonz
Restaurant by Jim Hendricks, President. Last
month’s meeting minutes were presented as
written in the newsletter and approved.  Jim
Smith, Treasurer, reported a balance of 

Rod Smith reviewed the Memorial Day
Weekend Surfside Car Show.  Four members
took home trophies with a total of 18 GSBCC
cars on display.

Rod has posted more photos on the GSBCC
website, but he needs our newer members to
send their car photos for uploading.  

Next month’s meeting will be Tuesday, July
10, 6:30pm, at Ole Bull & Bush Pub & Eatery,
Hwy 17 Bypass one traffic light south of
McDonald’s & "Market Common" intersection
as T-Bonz will not be available.  Then back to
T-Bonz as usual August thru December.

With no further business to address, the
meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm.

Submit Your Photos
(your car ... not you!)

The Ole Bull and Bush Pub & Eatery has
requested club car pics so that they can  be
framed and displayed at their restaurant. Any
size pic is okay but 8”x10” preferred. So far
we have approx. 25 on display, but we need
submissions from our newer members! Send
your photo to Jim Smith at  
Casper1@sccoast.net, and he can adjust the
size for framing.
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Is it Coming or Going?
Bob Puttbach’s MGB Trailer

I saw a double trailer at the Charleston
British Car Show last fall, and decided I
wanted to build one.

I found 2 MGB bodies, no engines, no
transmissions, no interior out in Whiteville
N.C.  With the help of a couple of club
members (Billy & Joe), we cut one car in thirds
on site and hauled a car and 1/3 home. We
then cut the other car and fine trimmed the
first trunk unit.

I had the 2 pieces welded together and
then looked for a body man to work magic.  I
found a body shop in Murrells Inlet that sand
blasted it and did a fantastic job on the body.
He realigned the body and did all the filling in,
etc.  Then he painted it to match my car.

(continued on page 6)
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Surfside Car Show
by Rod Smith

As we headed towards the pier for the
Memorial Day festivities at the Surfside
Beach Pier, we had an eye on the sky and
wondered if we would get wet. The rest of the
day proved to be questionable although it
never did rain. The clouds would part and let
the sun shine through, only to move back in and
make everyone wonder. A great breeze kept
everyone comfortable and there were plenty
of visitors enjoying all the cars. 

All in all, it was a great success even though
the weather probably created a smaller
turnout than usual. Our club was well
represented with 18 cars, lined along Ocean
Blvd. under the Palmetto trees. Felicia Sachs
was kind enough to arrive early and hung some
British flag bunting along the picket fence
behind our cars which added to the festive
atmosphere. Plenty of food was available and
there was great music to keep everyone
entertained.

Around three o'clock, they started handing
out trophies and Joe Castelli was asked to
move his newly restored MGB to the front of
the stage with four other cars. Local celebrity
Cecil Chandler announced the winners of the
trophies, and four of our members went home
with the gold. Harry Beeker won 3rd place
with his Triumph TR8, John Spechko took
second with his Austin Healey, and Warren
Bender grabbed first place for his Triumph
TR3A. Of course the highlight for many of us
was when Joe received a trophy for the
Mayor's Choice for his MGB, and he strutted
around the rest of the afternoon cradling the

award like it was a newborn. Well, his car was,
after all, re-born when it was restored from
the ground up, so it was appropriate and well
deserved.

MGB Trailer (continued)

I took the old rear end and cut out the
differential.  I then had a pipe welded to make
the axle the proper length and also reinforced
the axle.  This way I would have the proper
bolt pattern and use matching wheels.

(continued on page 7)
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Gots and Wants
1973 MG Midget Engine for sale or
trade.  Contact Jim Smith for info at (843)
907-0178 or Casper1@sccoast.net.

1974 MGB Chrome Bumper Roadster
for sale.  Very good condition, runs real well,
carbs recently rebuilt, electronic ignition,
engine professionally tuned.  Located in
Pawleys Island, asking $5500 .  Contact Gary
Clifford at gcliffor@nycap.rr.com.

1975 MGB Silver Anniversary Edition
for sale. John Twist rebuilt engine & interior,  
body panels 100% disassembled, refurbished,
repainted, dual carb & cam conversion, stereo,  
XM radio, app. 113,000 miles.  Ave. selling
price approx. $5k-6k. Will accept any offers in
price range. Car must sell. Contact Dennis
Pieschke at dpieschke@hotmail.com for pics.

Wanted - Water Pump for 1976 MGB
Contact Tim Roper at tel. (865) 765-8171 or
tim.ropermail@gmail.com.

1974 MGB Chrome Bumper for sale. This
car is in very good condition and was on the
cover of Hemmings Sports and Exotic 2 years
ago. It has been recently professionally
tuned-up. I've owned the car for approx. 7
years and has been an award winner. Asking
$6500. Gary Clifford gcliffor@nycap.rr.com
home phone: 843-314-3513 cell: 518-810-7578

Need Indoor Storage Space for a
Triumph Spitfire for 3 months. Any deals on
U-store-it? Contact Jim Hendrix at (843)
902-0491.  (G’s & W’s cont. next page)

MGB Trailer (continued)

I also built a trailer hitch on the car from
plans found on the internet. 

Bob Puttbach
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Gots and Wants
1978 MGB for sale. Real good condition.
$7000.00. Come see it and make offer.
Contact Rick Chandler at (843) 340-1017

Misc. For Sale Parts from 1977 BRG
MGB LE battery cover $15, doors w/ handles
$50, doors w/o handles $40, vent windows
$30, windshield in frame $75, wheel beauty
rims $10 ea,  retro wheels $10 ea, hood $100,
trans center mount $25, rr sway bar $50,
copper heater pipe $15, conv top frame $50,
fr shocks $25 ea, rr shocks $20 ea, fr rubber
bumper $75, MGB-GT fr rubber bumper $75,
MGB-GT rt fr fender $50, LE wheels, Delco

alternator, Advance distributor, Pertronix coil.
Contact Bob Puttbach@yahoo.com or tel. (910)
575-1258.
Misc. For Sale Late TR3 / Early TR4
New 2 each ball joint assemblies with nut &
boot part # 200772 $44 ea;  new 4 each trans
synchro rings part # 1X113431 ABOOIF9
$41.60 set; new Lockheed rear brake hose
part # GBH122 $16;  new Timken front
bearing kit part #  07100-S, 7210X, 99401,
0393 $80; used UNI-SYN Mod-A $20; used
SU Carb German Tuning Tool Set part #
885094 $20; used very good condition chrome
interior door handle part #608454 $20; used
good condition Jaeger 0-120mph speedo with
glass & chrome trim ring $75.  Contact Ron at
rpc5@sc.rr.com.
Triumph Spitfire Rolling Shell for sale.
Contact Jim Hendrix at (843) 902-0491.
1953 MG TD for sale. Real solid car!  Check
out any time. Rick Chandler (843) 340-1017 or
rac1219@yahoo.com.  Asking $22k.
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Club Stuff For Sale
by Jim Lewis, Club Regalia Chair

Remember that when you purchase any club
paraphernalia, the price not only pays for the
cost of the item, but any profits will benefit
you by helping to offset GSBCC sponsored
event expenses.  Won’t you please give?  And
give often?  Okay, so here are your choices:

T-Shirts  $15
Sweat Shirts $25

These shirts are top quality USA made
Guildan, preshrunk, cool 100% cotton, with a
large GSBCC logo on the back and a small
GSBCC logo above the left breast pocket.
sizes: Small, Medium, Large, X to XXX Large

T-shirt color: Olde English white
Sweat Shirt color: Morris Garages gray

Driving Caps $15

Traditional ball cap style which you wear on
your head (forwards or backwards) to look
“way cool” and to announce your car club
affiliation with the GSBCC logo embroidered
above the bill.

sizes: only one but it is adjustable

cap colors: British Racing green, Coventry
blue, Morris Garages light gray (all with black

bill)

Stickers FREE!
(with shirt or cap purchase)

No, they don’t cost a quarter, but it gives you
an idea of the size.  And get both logos on
each sheet.  They peel off to apply on the
inside of your vehicle’s glass without any
wetting or other adhesives.  But do they ever
stick ... even through repeated cleanings!
Cheap enough to go in all of the windows in
your cars and your house!

I will have all of these items available at all
club meetings and events.  So purchase them
then or give me a call to make other
arrangements.
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	 Compliments of Nexstar and MultiLogic’s Customer Support Team 	 November, 2011

T12 Lamps – banned as of June 30, 2012
In April 2005, ballast efficacy  
standards mandated by the U.S.  
Department of Energy (DOE)  
went into effect. Within these 
standards, virtually all T12  
lamps will be banned by  
June 30, 2012. 
The Canadian standards  
for fluorescent lamp ballasts 
are similar to the existing  
U.S. standards.

This standard officially outlaws  
the manufacture of magnetic  
ballasts for standard T12 40-watt  
and 34-watt, 4-foot fluorescent Rapid Start lamps, 60-watt and 
75-watt 8-foot fluorescent lamps, and 110-watt, 8-foot fluorescent 
High Output lamps used in new fixtures. 

The OEM community was the first to feel the impact in 2005, 
with distributors retaining the right to sell replacement products 
until 2010. On July 1st, 2010, however, manufacturers were  
required to terminate production of these products for the  
replacement market as well.

According to estimates by the Lighting Efficiency Coalition, the 
nation’s upgrade from magnetic T12 to electronic T12 ballasts 
alone would reduce annual electricity demand by 25 billion 
kilowatt hours, avoid the need for 3.3 nuclear power plants, 
prevent the emission of 17.5 million tons of carbon dioxide into 
the environment, and save users $2 billion on their energy bills 
each year.

The Smart Investment
For a quick return on your investment, replacing T12 lamps and 
ballasts with high efficiency electronic ballasts and T8 lamps 
is the smart choice. In many cases, this is the easiest upgrade 
since the T8 lamps and ballasts fit into the same fixture.
Lighting retrofits can provide energy savings greater than 40% 
while improving the quality of the lighting. These quality improve- 
ments include quiet operation, improved color rendering, and a 
reduction in HVAC costs due to less heat being generated by 
the lighting system.

Example:
Existing System:
•	Lamp F34T12 Lamps and magnetic ballast
•	Power consumption: 148 Watts

Replacement System:
•	4-Lamp F32T8 Lamp with High Efficiency ballast
•	Power consumption: 96 Watts – 52 Watt savings  

(35% reduction)
•	Light Level: Increase by 3% to  12% depending on lamp used

Alternate Retrofit Options:
•	4-Lamp F28T8 Energy Saving Lamp with High Efficiency 

ballast
•	Power consumption: 84 Watts – 64 Watt savings  

(43% reduction)
•	Light Level: Decreases by 3% - Improved color quality may 

provide better perceived lighting.

Energy Savings Equals Dollars
Based upon the annual operating hours and utility rate, the  
energy savings can be used to calculate the operating cost  
savings:
•	 Annual Operating Hours .........................................  4,000
•	 Utility rate ($/Kwh).................................................  x $0.12
•	 Energy Savings per fixture (Watts)............................  x 64
•	 Conversion from W to KW....................................  ÷ 1,000
•	Annual Cost savings per fixture............. $30.72

The Time Is Now - Government Incentives
Once the T12 ban is officially mandated, we have to ask  
ourselves; what will become of the financial incentives currently 
being offered. What will the motivation be to offer an incentive 
once consumers no longer have a choice? 

The time to act is now. The current incentive available from the 
Save-ON-Energy program provides a generous contribution for 
T12 retrofits. Call us today to lock-in your incentive and begin 
saving 40% or more on your lighting costs!

Call Toll Free: 1-866-291-1266

www.nexstarlighting.com www.multilogicenergy.com

T-12



 
Membership Application 

 
New __________________     Renewal ________________ 

Member Name  _____________________________________________________ 

Spouse or Friend _____________________________________________________ 

Address  ___________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code  _____________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:  __________________ Cell Phone: _________________________ 

Email Address:  ________________________________________________ 

If no email address notifications will be by snail mail 

 
Car Information for Membership Directory 

 
Year  Make/Model   Year   Make/Model 

 
1. __________ ____________ 3. _____________ ____________ 
2. __________ ____________ 4. _____________ ____________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES $25.00 annually (January to January) 
New members joining after October 1st will be credited for the following year 

 
I give my permission to list my phone and Email address in the membership directory to 
be accessible to members only.        YES___  NO___ 
 
I agree to allow GSBCC to publish my photo(s) in print or electronic media including the 
GSBCC website and facebook page.     YES___  NO___ 
 
As a member of GSBCC, I agree to hold GSBCC, its Board of Directors, Officers, and 
organizers of events free from all liability for any accident or injury which may occur in 
connection with club events 
 
Signature       ________________________   AMOUNT ENCLOSED _________ 

Date:              ____/____/20__ 

 
Please make your check payable to: Grand Strand British Car Club 

And mail to:  1413 Highway 17 South, Unit #193, Surfside Beach, SC 29575 
Visit us on Face Book or Contact Jim Hendricks, President at 843-902-0491 

 
Join the GSBCC Today! 




