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 Monthly Meeting 
The 2nd Tuesday of each month Next
Meeting: Tuesday, May 14, 6:30 pm, T-Bonz,
Hwy 17 Bypass, 21st Ave North, Myrtle Beach.

Guests Are Always Welcome!

Club Website: 
www.GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com
Club Calendar of Events:
www.Google.com/calendar/embed?src=hub1tpr
s0rneea57ejo3197oo0@group.calendar.google.
com&ctz=America/New_York&gsessionid=OK
Club FaceBook:
www.FaceBook.com/pages/Grand-Strand-Britis
h-Car-Club/344525917851

Diagnosing Starting
Problems
 by Bill Unger

When your LBC refuses to start for you in
the morning as you get ready to go to school or
work or to a car club gathering, it can be very
frustrating to track down the source of the
problem quickly enough to get on the road.  Oh
well, just leave the car in the garage and drive
your more dependable (but boring) Japanese
or American jelly bean sedan and tackle the
issue another day.

But if you are already on the road and your
LBC refuses to restart, then you are facing a
potentially embarassing and expensive
prospect.  You will have to either get the
beast started again or you may have to call a
flatbed to haul your beauty home and explain
the event to a spouse who “told you so”.

In either scenario, you need to keep a cool
head and methodically hunt down the problem
without jerking back and forth from one end
of the car to the other as well as crawling
under the scuttle and bonnet.  And if you are
on the road, you may also have a limited
arsenal of tools to assist.  So gain a basic
understanding of how your car works and
follow this simple procecdure that I use.

(see Diagnosing Starting Problems next page)
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GSBCC Officers and
Committee Chairs

President Jim Hendricks
  (843) 902-0491
 JimHendrickaas@live.com

Vice President & Website Rod Smith
  (843) 651-7644
 JRodSmith@yahoo.com

Secretary Ethan Johnson
  (843) 424-7004 / 828-0718
 Johnsonshe@frontier.com

Treasurer & Club Regalia Sales Jim Smith
  (843) 907-0178
 Casper1@sccoast.net

Advertising Sales Carolyn Ross
  (803) 238-8050
 CJRT63@yahoo.com

Newsletter & Website Editor Bill Unger 
  (843) 527-7840
 Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com

edcb(_+EAB

Diagnosing Starting Problems (cont.)
Ignition Switch in “ON” Position But
Instruments Do Not Work, Then Check:
1) brown wire from battery to ignition switch
#1 loose or disconnected
2) white wire from ignition switch #2 to hot
side of fuse block #6-7 loose or disconnected
3) fuse #6 or #7 blown (windshield washer
and wipers, horn, stop lights, backup lights,
choke lamp, handbrake lamp, gauges)
Ignition Switch in “START” Position and
Instruments Work But Engine Does Not
Crank, Then Check:
1) brown wire from ignition switch #1 to
starter solenoid relay C2
2) white/yellow wire from ignition switch #3
to starter solenoid relay W1
3) white/red wire from starter solenoid relay
C1 to starter solenoid
4) black wire from starter solenoid relay W2
to ground
5) black wire from starter solenoid to ground
Ignition Switch in “START” and Instruments
Work Except Tachometer and Engine Cranks
But Does Not Fire, Then Check:
1) white wire from hot side of fuse block 6-7
to tachometer
2) white wire from tachometer to ignition coil
Ignition Switch in “START” Position and All
Instruments Work and Engine Cranks But
Does Not Fire, Then Check:
1)  wires to ignition coil
2)  high tension wire from ignition coil to
distributor cap
3) faulty ignition points (no gap or burned
contacts)
4) faulty points condensor or poor wire
connection

(see Diagnosing Starting Problems next page)
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My View Through
the Windscreen 

by Jim Hendricks, President

I would like to first thank the show
committee on their hard work. Thank You! And
they still have a long way to go.

 Second, I would ask all of you if you have
any time to help your fellow members with this
task please do so.  Any form of help would be
most appreciated. Even the smallest task will
help. Putting on a show is hard work. And this
is your club as well. 

 Also, we need to know who is a member of
The North American MGB Register
(NAMGBR)? And if you are not a member, are
you willing to join?  It is a great club for MGB
owners and has many benefits as well. One of
them being that if we have enough members in
our club (GSBCC), they will cover our insurance
for most club events and shows for all
participants.  Also, a bi-monthly magazine.  I
am a member and I have gained knowledge
about my car that I did not know.  Go to
www.namgbr.org and check them out!

 Thanks Again and Enjoy the "Tops Down
Weather"

Jim Hendricks

Diagnosing Starting Problems (cont.)
5) faulty ignition coil
6) faulty fuel delivery (fuel pump not working
or carb float needle stuck closed)
Engine Cranks But Will Only Fire If Battery
is Boosted, Then Check:
1)  poor battery cable connections
2) weak battery voltage below minimum
required for electronic ignition even if engine
cranks
2) long wiring runs or other causes of high
resistance drops voltage below minimum
required for electronic ignition
Engine Starts But Fires Erratically, Then
Check:
1)  high tension wire from ignition coil to
distributor cap or spark plug wires or
terminals loose, wet, cracked
2) faulty distributor cap (burned or broken
contacts, cracked)
3) fouled or damaged spark plugs
4) faulty fuel delivery (low fuel pump pressure,
clogged fuel filter, carburetter defects)
Engine Dies While Driving, Restarts Easily
or Only With Key Jiggling, Then Check:
1) loose wires on back of ignition switch
2) burned or defective contacts within ignition
switch

Keep a copy of this procedure (adapted for
the specifics of your car) in your glovebox
along with a copy of your car’s wiring diagram.
As you gain familiarity with your car, make
additional notes such as “relay located above
starter” or “original brown wire replaced with
red wire”. Carry a flashlight, extra relays,
lengths of spare wiring and crimp connectors,
jumper wires with alligator clips, and basic
tools to assist you.  Good luck!
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Monthly Meeting Minutes
by Ethan Johnson, Secretary

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm
by club President, Jim Hendricks at T-Bonz
Steak house in Myrtle Beach on Tuesday, April
9th, 2013.

 Jim Hendricks discussed fire safety and
prevention in garage and workshop areas. Oily
rags and flammable chemicals should be
properly disposed of and stored. Automatic
fire extinguishers were also an option and can
be mounted to a wall or ceiling for under 200
dollars.  He also asked if anyone had the
password for their Facebook page so Ethan
could get on.  Felicia seems to be the likely
source, but she wasn't present at the meeting.

 Jim also announced that Dennis Wunsch,
who helped put the GSBCC together, lost 3
Triumph spitfires, 2 Stags, 1 Ford Excursion,
and all of his tools and spare parts in a garage
fire. A small auction was held to help raise
money for Dennis.  A Jimmy Buffet book sold
to Mike for $20, a picnic basket was sold for
$57, and a British Car History poster sold to
Suzanne Johnson for $37.

 Jim Smith was not present, but a
Treasurer’s report was written, and Rod Smith
read it aloud.  $1255.27 in the bank and $50
cash on hand.

 Rod Smith announced that the Gear Gowns
and Grapes car show on April 6th had a solid
turnout of 20 cars.  Billy Morris brought home
two trophies for showing his '77 MGB, which
included Best in Show and Best British Car.
Ethan Johnson also won two trophies with his
'73 Volkswagen Camper with Best Truck and
Best Foreign Car. The show was run by the

Optimist Club, and the money went to their
charity for the kids.

 Jim Hendricks, Rod Smith, and Bill Unger
all discussed the progress being made on the
Myrtle Beach British car show. Over the
course of four meetings, they have found a
location at Market Commons on a large empty
cement parking lot and set a date of October
5th. The official title of the show was voted in
as "Brits at the Beach".  The show takes the
place of the normal "End of Summer" show.
The location is walking distance of restaurants
and shopping at The Market Commons and is in
concurrence with Octoberfest. Two
presentations have been made to the City of
Myrtle Beach, and we have their blessing.
Special hotel rates were made by Jim
Hendricks for people traveling to the show at
the Springmaid Pier Resort at $106 a night.  A
rain date was discussed but not decided on.
Sunday the 6th seemed to be a logical date,
but a decision still needs to be made.  There
will not be vendors or sale of alcohol for the
event, however we were given the okay to sell
our t-shirts and caps.

 A new member, Dodd Smith, joined that
evening.  He owns a Chrome Bumper 1974 MGB,
and 1963 Triumph Motorcycle.

Welcome to the Garage
by Jim Hendricks, President

“Welcome”  new GSBCC member ...
Dodd and Cynthia Smith 

  Surfside, SC 
B 1974 MGB
# 1963 Triumph Tiger Cub two-wheeler  

 (843)  215-7282
 Dodd.Smith@Metglas.com
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Classic Motorsports
Mitty

from Andy Reid, Classic Motorsports
Hi, this is Andy Reid at Classic Motorsports

magazine. Each year we hold a vintage racing
event called The Classic Motorsports Mitty.

This years Mitty is featuring MG as the
featured marque.  We are working with a lot
of MG clubs, the NEMGTR, NAMGBR,
NAMGAR, and others to promote the event
and to get as many MG cars in the infield as we
can. The dates for this years Mitty are April
26-28. There is a lot more info at
www.TheMitty.com.

We also are holding a VIP sweepstakes with
free tickets and lodging for the event. The
link to the sweepstakes is
http://classicmotorsports.net/contest/win-mit
ty-13-vip-package/.

Upcoming Events
18-20-Apr-2013 “The Gathering”, Shelton

Vineyard, Dobson, NC, sponsored by TR Carolina
Club includes TSD rally & Saturday concours
from 10am to 6pm.

26-28-Apr-2013 “The Classic Motorsports
Mitty”, sponsored by Classic Motorsports
Magazine, Road Atlanta, Georgia.

2-5-May-2013 Pinehurst Concours d’Elegance,
Pinehurst, NC.  This concours will feature more
than 150 historic automobiles and motorcycles
from around the world, including significant
military vehicles. More info at  
www.PinehurstConcours.com or email
info@PinehurstConcours.com.

25-May-2013 Fifth Annual “Great Scot!” British
Car Show, sponsored by Southeastern British
Motorcar Owners Club, info at
www.SBMOC.com.

14-Sep-2013 British Motoring Club of Cape
Fear Car Show Wilmington, NC. More info to
follow later.

18-20-Oct-2013 Euro Auto Festival Greer, SC.
More info to follow later.

Not British, But It is
For Sale

2002 Mercedes Benz E320 for sale.
Just turned 120K miles. Clean, well cared for,
have all maintenance records, garage kept.
White w/blue leather, sunroof. $10,000.  Call
Bob Sachs at tel (843) 450-2577. (Nov12)
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Whole Cars For Sale

1978 MGB (photos below). Real good
condition. Come see it .. best offer takes it
home.  Contact Rick Chandler at (843)
340-1017. (Jan12)

1977 MGB V-8 Conversion (photos
below) Former GSBCC member Len Gwilliam
suffered a severe stroke, and his wife Hildy is
trying to sell his project car.  It has a Range
Rover aluminum 315 ci V-8, Mustang 5 spd
manual transmission, British Racing Green with
black and grey interior.  $7500 OBO. Call
their mechanic Charlie Smith in Murrells Inlet
at tel. (843) 457-9469 to see.  More info at
myrtlebeach.craigslist.org/cto/3322879132.
(Oct12)

Whole Cars For Sale (cont. next page)
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Whole Cars For Sale (cont.)

1979 Triumph Spitfire 1500 (photos
below)  New seats and convertible top! Family
owned for all it's years! Garage kept 33,000
original miles.  Also have 2 original tonneau
covers. Great condition and runs great! Asking
$7,200 OBO. Please call or text Karen Britton
at kbritton@sccoast.net or tel. (843)
655-8550. (Mar13)

1976 Land Rover for sale or trade.  Mostly
restored, mechanically sound, V8, right hand
steering, soft top, 4x4 plus granny gear. Origin
South Africa. Truly an ATV!  $2800.    Contact
Jim Smith at tel. (843) 907-0178 or
Casper1@sccoast.net. (Jan13)

Whole Cars For Sale (cont. next page)
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Whole Cars For Sale (cont.)

1953 MG TD (photos below). Real solid car!
Check out any time. Rick Chandler (843)
340-1017 or rac1219@yahoo.com. Asking $22k.
(Feb12)

Bits ‘n’ Pieces

For Sale Bullet Style Mirrors  $60.00
for the pair new in box. Contact Jim Hendricks
at (843) 902-0491. (Nov12)

Wanted Water Pump for 1976 MGB
Contact Tim Roper at tel. (865) 765-8171 or
tim.ropermail@gmail.com. (Apr12)

For Sale or Trade 1973 MG Midget
Engine Contact Jim Smith for info at (843)
907-0178 or Casper1@sccoast.net. (Apr11)
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Club Stuff For Sale
by Jim Smith, Club Regalia Chair

Remember that when you purchase any club
paraphernalia, the price not only pays for the
cost of the item, but any profits will benefit
you by helping to offset GSBCC sponsored
event expenses.  Won’t you please give?  And
give often?  Okay, so here are your choices:

T-Shirts Silkscreened 
$15 (2 for $25)

Sweat Shirts Embroidered
$20

These shirts are top quality USA made
Guildan, preshrunk, cool 100% cotton, with a
large GSBCC logo on the back and a small
GSBCC logo above the left breast pocket.

sizes: Small, Medium, Large, X to XXX Large
T-shirt color: white, black, beige

Sweat Shirt color: Morris Garages gray

More Really Cool Stuff
Can Coozies $3, Bottle Coozies $5

Car Plates $10

Driving Caps 
$15

Traditional ball cap style which you wear on
your head (forwards or backwards) to look
“way cool” and to announce your car club
affiliation with the GSBCC logo embroidered
above the bill.  Only one size but adjustable.

cap colors: British Racing green, Coventry
blue, Morris Garages light gray

(all with black bill)

Stickers FREE!
(with shirt or cap purchase)

No, they don’t cost a quarter, but it gives
you an idea of the size.  And get both logos on
each sheet.  They peel off to apply on the
inside of your vehicle’s glass without any
wetting or other adhesives.  But do they ever
stick ... even through repeated cleanings!
Cheap enough to go in all of the windows of
your Lexus, Sea Ray, lake cabin, china hutch!

Don’t Wait .. Act Now!
There may be a limited selection with the

most popular items, but I will have all of these
items available at all club meetings and events.
So purchase them then or give me a call to
make other arrangements.

BEHIND THE STEERING WHEEL (where there is always a loose nut)
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Membership Application 

 
New __________________     Renewal ________________ 

Member Name  _____________________________________________________ 

Spouse or Friend _____________________________________________________ 

Address  ___________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code  _____________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:  __________________ Cell Phone: _________________________ 

Email Address:  ________________________________________________ 

If no email address notifications will be by snail mail 

 
Car Information for Membership Directory 

 
Year  Make/Model   Year   Make/Model 

 
1. __________ ____________ 3. _____________ ____________ 
2. __________ ____________ 4. _____________ ____________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES $25.00 annually (January to January) 
New members joining after October 1st will be credited for the following year 

 
I give my permission to list my phone and Email address in the membership directory to 
be accessible to members only.        YES___  NO___ 
 
I agree to allow GSBCC to publish my photo(s) in print or electronic media including the 
GSBCC website and facebook page.     YES___  NO___ 
 
As a member of GSBCC, I agree to hold GSBCC, its Board of Directors, Officers, and 
organizers of events free from all liability for any accident or injury which may occur in 
connection with club events 
 
Signature       ________________________   AMOUNT ENCLOSED _________ 

Date:              ____/____/20__ 

 
Please make your check payable to: Grand Strand British Car Club 

And mail to:  1413 Highway 17 South, Unit #193, Surfside Beach, SC 29575 
Visit us on Face Book or Contact Jim Hendricks, President at 843-902-0491 

 
Join the GSBCC Today! 








