
The Journal of Loose Nuts and Broken Spokes 
GSBCC’s NEWSLETTER           December 2014                        page 1 

 

Inside This Issue 

 This Month’s Feature Article 

 GSBCC Officers and Committee Chairs 

 Welcome New Members to Our Garage 

 The Prez’s View Through The Bug Spatter 

 Meeting Minutes & Treasurer’s Report 

 Spotlight on Our Fellow Club Members 

 Upcoming Events 

 Work Bench Technical Notes 

 For Sale, Wanteds, Services, Etc. 

 Ran When Wrecked and Abandoned 

 Possible Pearls of Wisdom 
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NOTE THIS WELL!! 

Next Month’s Meeting 

The 2nd Tuesday of each month. Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, January 13, 6:30 pm, Sticky Fingers, 

Coastal Grand Mall, 2461 Coastal Grand Circle, 

Myrtle Beach. 

Guests Are Always Welcome! 
Club Website:  

www.GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

Club Calendar of Events: 

www.Google.com/calendar/embed?src=hub1tpr

s0rneea57ejo3197oo0@group.calendar.google.

com&ctz=America/New_York&gsessionid=OK 

Club FaceBook: 

www.FaceBook.com/pages/Grand-Strand-

British-Car-Club/344525917851 

GSBCC Christmas 

Party and Annual 

Elections 
by Rod Smith, President 

We had a great turnout for the annual 

Christmas Party held at Wahoo’s in Murrells 

Inlet with 38 (?) members present. Our 

fearless leader Jim Hendricks had come down 

with a bug and after thanking everyone for a 

great year, turned the microphone over to 

yours truly.  

The next 

order of 

business was 

to handle 

the election 

of new 

officers for 

the coming 

year. The slate provided by the Nominating 

Committee was as follows: Rod Smith - 

President, Greg Hoch - Vice President, Jim 

Smith - Treasurer and Bill Unger as Secretary. 

The floor was opened to additional nominations 

of which there were none.  A vote followed and 

affirmed the officers as presented by the 

committee were formally inducted. 

 

(see Christmas Party next page)  
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GSBCC Officers and 

Committee Chairs 

 

President Rod Smith 

  (843) 651-7644 

 JRodSmith@yahoo.com 

Vice President & Events Greg Hoch 

  (843) 357-2697 

 GCHStable@yahoo.com 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor Bill Unger  

  (843) 527-7840 

 Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com 

Treasurer & Club Regalia Sales Jim Smith 

  (843) 907-0178 

 Casper1@sccoast.net 

Immediate Past President Jim Hendricks 

  (843) 902-0491 

 JimHendrickaas@live.com 

Facebook & Website Editor Felicia Sachs 

  (843) 455-8273 

 FELSAC@aol.com 

Membership Chair (open)  
 

 

2015 Membership 

Renewal Dues are Due 

 

Membership renewals will soon be due. Fill out 

the attached Membership Application (also 

Renewal) form and return with a check for $25 

to one of our upcoming monthly meetings, or 

mail it in.  If you have not done it in the past, or 

want to update photos of your car, please 

submit clear, well lit, digital JPEG’s. 

 (Christmas Party continued) 

 

In my first order of business, Jim Hendricks 

was asked to come to the front.  I asked him if 

he remembered what he was doing on April 19, 

2009.  I would have been extremely impressed 

had he remembered, but alas, his memory is 

about like mine, and he had no clue! 

It was then that I produced an email I had 

printed out where Jim was asking me if I would 

like to help start a British Car Club in the area.  

Jim was (nearly) speechless. At that point I 

thanked Jim on behalf of the entire club for 

having the foresight and perseverance to start 

the club. Jim was presented with a beautiful 

plaque complete with gavel and the GCBCC logo 

that our very own Greg Hoch was instrumental 

in choosing and designing.  Thank you Jim for all 

of your service! 

We then got down to the business of eating 

and shortly after, held the "secret Santa" 

where each person chose a gift and the next 

person could steal that gift or choose another. 

A great time was had by all and there were some 

great gifts. Yours truly even sipped some apple 

pie moonshine that Paul Suter chose as his gift.  

Our hats are off to Wade and Paula Nichols 

for allowing us to hold our party at Wahoo's and 

we hope to see all of you and more, at next 

years celebration! 
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My View Through 

the Windscreen  

by Rod Smith, President 

 

With membership holding steady at 65 - 70 

members, I would like to focus efforts this 

coming year on participation in events available 

to all. The Executive Committee will meet soon 

to discuss potential outings for the coming 

year, and your input is both welcomed and 

appreciated.  Whether it be a lunch, dinner, or 

overnight event, we should have something 

happening every month that our members can 

participate in. Additionally, I would like to 

rotate meetings so they are held on the north, 

middle, and south ends of the beach to give 

everyone ample opportunity to join in. 

I would like to wish each and every one of 

you a Merry Christmas or Happy Hanukkah as 

well as a healthy and prosperous 2015. Thank 

you all for being a part of this club, and please 

share your ideas with any member of the newly 

elected leadership team. Stay tuned and be 

sure to come to our next meeting on Tuesday, 

January 13th at Sticky Fingers at Coastal 

Grand Mall for the kick off of our new year! 

 

 

Coming Events Lined Up 

on the Starting Grid 

 

13-Jan-2015 GSBCC Monthly Meeting, 

Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Sticky Fingers, Coastal 

Grand Mall, 2461 Coastal Grand Circle, Myrtle 

Beach. 

 

Spotlight on Our Members 

by Felicia Sachs, Facebook & Website 

Editor 

 

Meet Mike & Marilyn Gioia 
(sounds like “Joya”) 

So Mike, where are you from?  “I am 

originally from NJ, then we moved to Long 

Island, then to Massachusetts.” 

What was your first car?  Mike's was a '61 

Dodge Valiant, and Marilyn's was a '64 VW 

Beetle convertible.  In '95 Mike got a Miata 

then really got the ‘sports car bug’.  “We would 

take long road trips, north to Bar Harbor Maine 

& Quebec City and west to Cedar Point, Ohio 

where we toured all sorts of roller coasters".   

What was your first British car?  “Around 

2009 I bought the '97 Jaguar XK8 convertible 

from a private owner in Socastee.  It is red with 

tan leather interior, 290 hp with a 5 speed 

automatic.”  

 

(see Spotlight next page)  
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(Spotlight continued) 

  What are your specific car 

interests?  “We like to take road trips. We've 

driven to Tampa and would probably like to go 

to the Florida Keys next. “ 

What is your dream car to own?  Mike says 

that he would like to trade his car for a TR6 

tomorrow, but "I don't know if I'd fit in it".  

What do you like about the Grand Strand 

British Car Club?  “We like going on the 

organized road trips. We are looking forward to 

a trip to Lookout Point in NC soon. Marilyn 

enjoys volunteering at Britfest, usually taking 

care of the gift basket raffle and tee shirt/hat 

sales.”   

What are your other hobbies?  Mike does 

wood carving, specifically called ‘carving in the 

round’.  “I have done many objects like dogs, 

goat, Indians, etc.  I belong to a wood carving 

group here in Myrtle Beach.  Marilyn plays 

Pickleball. She plays a lot within her 

community. She likes the outdoors especially 

the beach and taking walks everyday since she's 

been retired. “ 

 

 

 

 

Running Out of Oil 
by Al Beck, GSBCC Member 

 
When changing oil on any car, and 

particularly on an old British car with canister 

over filter inserts, one needs to carefully check 

for leaks after the oil and filter change.  My 

1963 TR-4 was always difficult to get out the 

gasket and replace it with the new one when 

changing the oil filter cover.  I often had to 

redo the process several times to get 

everything together tight as the metal case 

would tighten up just out of the seal seat.   

 

One time years ago, I got in a hurry and did 

not check.  I set out with my brother-in-law to 

drive from my home in northern Virginia down 

to southern Maryland  to work on my boat 

engine.  About thirty miles from home, I 

noticed no oil pressure on the gauge at about 

the same time that the oil light came on.  

 

(see Out of Oil next page)  
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(Out of Oil continued) 

 

 I pulled over to the side of the four lane 

highway, got out, and discovered the back of 

the white TR-4 was oil slicked.  I pulled the dip 

stick which confirmed that there was no oil 

remaining.    

This was in the 1980’s before cell 

phones.  It turned out that my wife and sister-

in-law back at our house had seen the oil trail 

out of our carport, up the street, and where I 

turned onto the road toward the bridge.  They 

wondered how far we got and were surprised 

when we said it was about 30 miles.  This 

experience confirmed my faith in Slick 50.  On 

my oil change I had used the Slick 50 because 

I had seen the Slick 50 salesman who had a lawn 

mower with which he used to demo the engine 

running without oil.  I figured my oil (including 

the quart of Slick 50) was all gone within a mile 

or so of my driveway (judging from the oil path 

on the road).  My engine was warm but did not 

seem to be damaged.  From where I stopped we 

could see a bridge over the four lane highway 

about 1/4 mile ahead and a small shopping 

center at the intersection.   We walked up the 

road, crossed the bridge, and found a grocery 

store which had cheap 30 W oil.  I bought six 

quarts, walked back, and poured it into the TR-

4 just to see if it would still run.  Of course, 

first I loosened the oil filter cover and 

reseated it correctly on the seal.  The engine 

started right up, got good oil pressure shortly, 

and is still running fine 25 years later.  Ever 

since, I have been a Slick 50 fan.  Next oil 

change, though, I am going to start using the 

Valvoline Racing oil, thanks to the advice I got 

from Jim Hendricks while chatting in the 

Wahoo parking lot.  My car wants to stay 

healthy for another 50 years. 

 

Al Beck, 1963 

(actually 1962) 

TR-4 

 

 
 

This Space 

Not Intentially Left 
Blank. Awaiting 
Your Newsletter 

Contribution. 

Send to: 

GSBCC Newsletter Editor 

Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com
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Whole Cars For Sale 

 

1953 MG TD (photos below) Real solid car!  

Check out any time. Rick Chandler (843) 340-

1017 or rac1219@yahoo.com. Asking $22k. (Feb12) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1980 MGB (photo below) Rebuilt engine, new 

5 speed transmission, new interior with wood 

and leather, new seats, convertible top, etc. 

Asking $8500 but will entertain offers from 

GSBCC members. Contact Diane at email 

dkd@nycap.rr.com or tel. (843) 360-0328. 
(Dec14) 

 

 

 
 

 

send your Cars For Sale, Bits 

‘n’ Pieces, Wanteds, and Free 

to a Good Home along with 

attached JPEG photos ... as 

well as any updates to current 

listings .... to the GSBCC 

newsletter editor at 

Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com 
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Whole Cars For Sale (continued) 

 

1953 MG TD (photos this page). Full frame 

off restoration with complete records and 

photographs of all stages of work.  Car is BRG 

with red interior and black carpets.  All 

numbers match and vehicle has a SCDOT 

approved original 1953 Year of Manufacture 

license plate which (we understand) can be 

transferred with the car if purchased in SC.  

Currently the car has been driven some 1200 

miles since restoration and is in full roadworthy 

condition.  Vehicle is located in West Ashley 

(Charleston).  Asking price $22,500. Enquiries: 

Ian Purches tel. (843) 556-4224 (Feb-14) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

1979 MGB Project Car Runs good but 

engine needs overhaul (low cylinder pressure) 

and clutch and hydraulics.  Minor body rust but 

otherwise solid body.  Interior and top good, 

Weber conversion, SS exhaust system, fuel 

tank replaced. Asking $4000. Contact Bob Paul 

at tel. (704) 604-5080 to schedule an 

appointment to see in Little river.  (Oct-14) 

 

Bits ’n’ Pieces 
 

Parts Wanted for Jaguar E-type 

Series II Coupe BD20767 & BD20766 NDV 

hinge pillars, BD38326 rear hatch release latch 

cover & chrome trims, C28516 interior rear 

view mirror & mounting stem, BD19562 & 

BD19561 windshield chrome trim "doglegs".  I 

also have many used E-type parts to sell, trade, 

or give away. Contact Bill Unger email 

wm.c.unger@gmail.com or tel. (843) 527-7840. 
(Apr-14) 

 

 

For Sale - Four Speed Transmission 

for 1975-1980 MGB  $450.  Contact Bill 

Morris at (843) 907-0320. (Apr-14) 
 

mailto:wm.c.unger@gmail.com
tel:%28843%29%20527-7840


The Journal of Loose Nuts and Broken Spokes 
GSBCC’s NEWSLETTER           December 2014                        page 8 

 

Whole Cars For Sale (continued) 

 

1976 MGB ROADSTER (photos this page).  

$9000, very good condition, 82,000 miles on it 

that has had the following things done to it over 

the past year:  engine rebuilt by Jordan 

Performance in Conway in March 2014 (runs 

great), new paint job (black), new starter, new 

distributor, new alternator, new wheels, new 

tires, new interior (mats and speakers), new 

radio, new sport steering wheel, new hoses, all 

lights working, new top (vinyl), gauges working, 

new springs in rear and rebuilt hydraulic shocks, 

rack and pinion boots replaced, and new 

battery. Car available for showing with 

appointment. I am spending part of the summer 

in the Beech Mountain area of North Carolina 

and that is why a scheduled appointment is 

needed.  Contact Bob Hurt at tel. (828) 387-

4100 (Beech Mtn., NC) or cell (843) 685-1506  

or email bhhurt@frontier.com (Jul-14) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:828-387-4100
tel:828-387-4100
tel:843-685-1506
mailto:bhhurt@frontier.com








Club Stuff For Sale
by Jim Smith, Club Regalia Chair

Remember that when you purchase any club
paraphernalia, the price not only pays for the
cost of the item, but any profits will benefit
you by helping to offset GSBCC sponsored
event expenses.  Won’t you please give?  And
give often?  Okay, so here are your choices:

T-Shirts Silkscreened 
$15 (2 for $25)

Sweat Shirts Embroidered
$20

These shirts are top quality USA made
Guildan, preshrunk, cool 100% cotton, with a
large GSBCC logo on the back and a small
GSBCC logo above the left breast pocket.

sizes: Small, Medium, Large, X to XXX Large
T-shirt color: white, black, beige

Sweat Shirt color: Morris Garages gray

More Really Cool Stuff
Can Coozies $3, Bottle Coozies $5

Car Plates $10

Driving Caps 
$15

Traditional ball cap style which you wear on
your head (forwards or backwards) to look
“way cool” and to announce your car club
affiliation with the GSBCC logo embroidered
above the bill.  Only one size but adjustable.

cap colors: British Racing green, Coventry
blue, Morris Garages light gray

(all with black bill)

Stickers FREE!
(with shirt or cap purchase)

No, they don’t cost a quarter, but it gives
you an idea of the size.  And get both logos on
each sheet.  They peel off to apply on the
inside of your vehicle’s glass without any
wetting or other adhesives.  But do they ever
stick ... even through repeated cleanings!
Cheap enough to go in all of the windows of
your Lexus, Sea Ray, lake cabin, china hutch!

Don’t Wait .. Act Now!
There may be a limited selection with the

most popular items, but I will have all of these
items available at all club meetings and events.
So purchase them then or give me a call to
make other arrangements.

BEHIND THE STEERING WHEEL (where there is always a loose nut)

GSBCC’s NEWSLETTER



GSBCC Treasurer Jim Smith
8 Black Hawk Trail
Myrtle Beach SC 29588
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West of Georgetown on Hwy. 521 

Phone (843) 546-6418 

Open Mon - Thur 8am - 5pm 

StrandClassics.com 

 

Advance Auto Parts - Store 5710  

5024 Dick Pond Road  
Myrtle Beach,SC 29575  
Phone (843) 293-3179  

Mon-Sat 7:30am-9pm Sun 9am-8pm 

 

 
606 J Vista Plaza, Garden City 

(behind Friendly’s Ice Cream, Hwy. 17 Business) 

Phone (843) 357-4391 

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 8am-Noon 

ChipsAutoUpholstery.com 

 

 
(send your Member Recommended Area 

Service Providers to the GSBCC newsletter 

editor at Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com) 
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Major repair, minor repair, scheduled maintenance, professional detailing  

 
Autohaus of Myrtle Beach 

1228 Port Drive 
(just north of the “Back Gate” at Farrow Parkway) 

Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 

Phone (843) 293-5551 

AutoHausInc.biz 

 

 
• Convertible Tops 
• Sunroofs 
• Carpet 
• Custom Seat Covers 
• Custom Marine Covers 
• Leather Repair 
• Leather Interiors 
 

• Keyless Entry 
• TV/DVD™ 
• Personalized 
Service 
• Rag Tops 
• Golf Cart Seats 
• Motorcycle Seats 
• Mobile Videos 

Custom Care, Inc. 
205-A W. Broadway 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

Phone (843) 448-5746 

CustomCareMyrtleBeach.com

 
3993 Highway 17S 

Murrells Inlet, SC 29576 

Phone (843) 651-5800 5 pm - 10 pm  
Come by boat - Dock space available 

WahoosFishHouse.com 
 

 
3979 Highway 17S 

Murrells Inlet, SC 29576 

Phone (843) 651-2888  
Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm / Dinner 4pm-10pm 

Come by Boat -- Dockside carry out available 

BovinesRestaurant.com 
 

 

Investment Automobiles 

Owner Joseph Grimaldi  
325 Bush Dr 

Myrtle Beach, SC 29579  
Phone (843) 236-9005  
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Baker Motor Company 
Dealer for Jaguar and Land Rover 

1511 Savannah Highway 
Charleston, SC 29466 

Sales (843) 852-4000 

Service (843) 852-4030 / Parts (843) 852-4029 

 

J & C Auto Restoration and 
Body Work 

642 Little Tony Ave Murrells Inlet, SC 
29576 (843) 651-0803 

 JCAutoRestoration.com 
 

Custom Plasma Cut Signs 
by Tom Herman 

Phone (419) 875-6742 
Email bluecreekohio@aol.com 

 
 Large MG sign made and shipped for 
$40. He will probably do others as he 

makes all kinds of signs.  Ask to see Bob 
Puttbach’s MG sign. 

 
Cracked car windshield, window or mirror? 

Quality auto glass and windshield repair 
and replacement services wherever you 

are and whenever you need it in 
Georgetown & Horry Counties. 

 

Georgetown Auto Glass 

1009 Pyatt St. 
Georgetown, SC 

Phone (843) 240-0719 or 619-3875 
Mon – Fri 8am – 6pm 

Georgetown-Autoglass.com 
GeorgetownAutoglassService.com 

 

 

tel:419-875-6742
mailto:bluecreekohio@aol.com
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cut-to-size stainless steel sheet, plates, 

embossed, trim molding 

Stainless Supply 
Monroe, NC 

Phone (877) 484-0088 
Hours 8:30 am – 5:00 pm EST 

StainlessSupply.com  

 




