
The Journal of Loose Nuts and Broken Spokes 
GSBCC’s NEWSLETTER          January 2017                        page 1 

Inside This Issue (maybe) 
 This Month’s Feature Article 

 GSBCC Officers and Committee Chairs 

 Welcome New Members to Our Garage 

 The Prez’s View Through The Bug Spatter 

 Meeting Minutes & Treasurer’s Report 

 Spotlight on Our Fellow Club Members 

 Club & Special Interest Events 

 Work Bench Technical Notes 

 For Sale, Wanteds, Services, Etc. 

 Ran When Wrecked and Abandoned 

 Enlightening Member Meanderings 

 Whatever Else Might Show Up 

 Next Month’s Meeting  
Although our meetings are usually the 2nd 

Tuesday of each month, February’s meeting will 

be: Saturday, Feb. 18, Boathouse Waterway 

Bar and Grill, 7th Annual Anniversary Party 

Shine & Show (and monthly meeting), 201 

Fantasy Harbour Blvd.,  Myrtle Beach. 

Guests Are Always Welcome! 
Club Website:  

www.GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

Club Calendar of Events: 

www.Google.com/calendar/embed?src=hub1tpr

s0rneea57ejo3197oo0@group.calendar.google.

com&ctz=America/New_York&gsessionid=OK 

Club FaceBook: 

www.FaceBook.com/pages/Grand-Strand-

British-Car-Club/344525917851 

MGB Engine Damper 
by Bob Puttbach, Events Chairman 

 

Some British cars (MGB for sure) have a 2 

piece harmonic balancer (also called a crank 

pulley damper, crankshaft damper, torsional 

damper, or vibration damper) connected to the 

crankshaft of the engine to reduce torsional 

vibration.  It has an 

outside steel circle 

with a smaller 

inside circle 

pressed together 

with a rubber piece 

between them and 

serves as a pulley 

for the drive belts. 

 Over time such 

as with my MGB’s 40 plus years, the rubber can 

deteriorate from age, heat, cold, or exposure 

to oil or chemicals.   If the pulley breaks apart, 

it is possible for the crankshaft to develop 

cracks, resulting in crankshaft failure.  It 

seems that during  engine rebuilds, usually the 

harmonic balancer is not replaced.  For the 

rubber bumper MGB, none of the suppliers I can 

find sell this part.  I have found a place called 

Damper Dudes  (tel. 800-413-2673) which will 

rebuild your damper for $99 plus $15 return 

shipping with a turn around of about 2 days 

minus shipping times.  
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GSBCC Officers and 

Committee Chairs 
 

President Rod Smith 

  (843) 651-7644 

 JRodSmith@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President Greg Hoch 

  (843) 357-2697 

 GCHStable@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary Bill Unger 

Newsletter Editor Bill Unger  

  (843) 527-7840 

 Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer & Club Regalia Sales Jim Smith 

  (843) 907-0178 

 Casper1@sccoast.net 

 

Immediate Past President Jim Hendricks 

  (704) 564-7988 

 JimHendrickaas@live.com 

 

Social Media Editor Felicia Sachs 

  (843) 455-8273 

 FELSAC@aol.com 

 

Events Chair Bob Puttbach 

  (910) 575-1258 

 BobPuttbach@yahoo.com 

 

Membership Chair Skip Robertson 

  (843) 645-8972 

 skiprobertson@gmail.com 

 

Social Events Chair Kathie Foltz 

  (843) 655-2485 

 KathieFoltz@icloud.com 

 

The Prez Sez  

by Rod Smith, President 

 

As 2017 is picking up speed, so is our car 

club! We are up to 85 members now and had a 

packed room for our monthly meeting last week.  

At that meeting, we appointed Kathie Foltz 

to the position of Social Coordinator.  Kathie 

will assist Bob Puttbach, our Events Coordinator 

with a calendar of events. Word has it that she 

already has a trip planned to visit Moos Motors 

in Virginia so stay tuned! A list of events from 

last year was passed out so everyone could vote 

on, or suggest outings for this year. It’s never 

to late to suggest an event so please let Kathie 

know! Her contact information is on the 

website. 

Speaking of events, a group of us are 

meeting at the N.C. Welcome Center this 

Saturday to drive to BMCCF's annual kickoff at 

Autoworks in Wilmington. We had a great time 

last year so be sure to check the club calendar 

for details! 

Please note that the password to the club 

member section has now been changed. It is our 

initials (all caps) followed by the year. So for 

this year, it is GSBCC2017. 

To all of the members from last year and the 

years before, thank you so much for your time 

and participation! And to all of our new 

members, we look forward to sharing ideas, 

getting to know you at our regular events and 

encourage you to volunteer whenever possible. 

Here's to a great year of motoring.....British 

style!  
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Monthly Meeting Minutes 

by Patsy Hoch for the missing 

Bill Unger, Secretary 

 

President Rod Smith presided over the 

monthly meeting of the Grand Strand British 

Car Club at Overtime Café, North Myrtle 

Beach, SC, on Tuesday, January 10, 2017.  The 

meeting was called to order at about 6:30 p.m.   

Potential new member T.J. Watson (1975 MGB) 

was introduced to the attending membership. 

President’s Report: Rod Smith wished 

everyone a Happy New Year. 

Vice President’s Report;  Greg Hoch issued 

a membership renewal reminder. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jim Smith reported a 

current checkbook balance of $3,526 balance.  

New golf shirts are available for $25, and 

fleece hoodies are available for $30.  

Secretary’s Review of Last Meeting’s 

Minutes:  Bill Unger was not present so the 

December meeting minutes, printed in the 

GSBCC newsletter, were not reviewed. 

Membership Chairman’s Report: Skip 

Robertson announced that we have a total of 84 

members, but only 31 renewals have been paid 

for 2017. 

Old Business:  None. 

New Business:  Rod Smith reported that Bill 

Unger pointed out a need for more women in 

leadership roles.  He asked for a volunteer for 

a Social Events Chair to help Event Chair Bob 

Puttbach with meeting locations, Christmas 

party plans. etc. Kathie Foltz was appointed to 

the position, and she already has an idea for a 

drive to Virginia. 

Future Events:  A list of potential 2017 

events was reviewed.  Suggestions will be 

incorporated by the new Social Events Chair. 

The GSBCC membership has been invited to 

a Kick-Off Party, Jan. 21, given by Auto Works 

and sponsored by British Motoring Club of Cape 

Fear.  Bring an appetizer or dessert. 

Next Club Meeting:  Saturday, Feb. 18. 2017, 

11:00 am, Boathouse Waterway Bar & Grill, 201 

Fantasy Harbour Blvd.,  Myrtle Beach.  This will 

be a Shine and Show in celebration of GSBCC’s 

7th Anniversary of its founding. 

Adjournment: Following a special 

acknowledgement of Billy Morris’s birthday, 

President Rod Smith declared the meeting 

adjourned at approximately 7:03 p.m. for more 

eating, drinking, and socializing. 

 

2017 Membership 

Renewal Dues are Due 
Membership renewals were due by January 1.  

As of Jan. 15, only 37 of the 86 members of 

2016 have renewed their membership.  Fill out 

the attached Membership Application (also 

Renewal) form and return with a check for $25 

to one of our upcoming monthly meetings, or 

mail it in (the address is on the application 

form).  (NOTE: If you just joined the club since 

Oct. 1, then the dues you paid at that time will 

carry you through 2017.  Welcome to the 

Garage!) 
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Spotlight on Our Members 

by Felicia Sachs, Social Media Editor 

 
Meet Karl and Lavonn Gettmann 

 

Meet Karl & Lavonn Gettmann, long time 

members of Grand Strand British Car Club who 

own a 1971 red MG Midget.  Karl & Lavonn 

relocated to Georgetown after living in the big 

cities, with the last one being Atlanta where 

they met.   

Karl lived all around the U.S. since his father 

was a minister and did many different 

missionary trips.  Karl's career was in industrial 

sales as a regional sales manager. Currently, you 

will find Karl working in the Radio Shack store.  

Lavonn worked in advertising in the big city and 

now works at a specialty kitchen store in 

Georgetown.  Their love of the water led them 

to their home in Georgetown’s Wedgefield 

Plantation where they enjoy boating. You'll see 

them in their 25' Donzi named "Temptation".   

It was back in 1980 when Karl got into his 

British gem, a 1971 MG Midget, something that 

keeps him busy while keeping it running right.  

He and his brother did a partial restoration, 

transmission, new paint, and new top. They think 

of this car as a member of the family.  He takes 

it on short local trips and always to our car 

shows, but just can't do the long hauls ,,, you 

know how those Midgets are!  But it is pretty 

and always a pleasure to show off!   

 

 

An Invitation from the 

British Motoring Club 

of Cape Fear 

 

Just wanted to extend an invitation to your 

car club about the BMCCF’s kickoff party.  It 

will be January 21, at Autoworks, 202 Antilles 

Ct., Wilmington, NC, from 11:00 am until 3:00 

pm.  If you have any questions, feel free to 

contact me at phone 910.791.5074 or cell 

910.398.7866.  Hope to see you there!  Carl D. 

Wilson, Owner. 

 

(NOTE:  Carl is also a member of GSBCC and 

possesses a world of expertise when it comes 

to working on British cars.  If you want to Carl's 

place last January, 2016, then you know that 

you visited a real working garage!)   
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Welcome to the Garage 

by Rod Smith, President 

“Welcome” to our newest GSBCC members ... 

 

T.J. and Joy Watson
  Myrtle Beach, SC 

   1975 MGB  

  cell (919) 796 8695 

 TJwasmail@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Sponsored Events 

 

21-Jan-2017 (Saturday) “BMCCF’s Kickoff 

Party” 11:00 am – 3:00 pm, Autoworks, 202 

Antilles Ct., Wilmington, NC.  Sponsored by 

the British Motoring Club of Cape Fear. 

 

18-Feb-2017 (Saturday) Seventh 

Annual Anniversary Party Shine & 

Show (and monthly meeting), 11:00 

am, The Boathouse Waterway Bar 

and Grill, 201 Fantasy Harbour 

Blvd.,  Myrtle Beach.  

 

14-Mar-2017 (Tuesday) Monthly Meeting, 

6:30 pm, Wahoo’s Fish House, 3993 Bus. 

Hwy. 17 South, Murrells Inlet.  

 

 
 

07-Oct-2017 GSBCC “Britfest at The 

Market Commons” annual car show, Myrtle 

Beach SC. 

 

12-Dec-2017 GSBCC’s Annual Christmas 

Party, Tuesday, 6:30 pm, location TBD 
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Other Events of 

Special Interest 
 

10-12-Mar-2017 Amelia Island Concours 

d’Elegance, Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island, FL, 

www.AmeliaConcours.org. 

 
 

01-Apr-2017 Carolina British 

Classics XI Car Show 

sponsored by British Car Club 

Midlands Centre. 

 

??-Apr-2017 BMCCF Car Show Wrightsville 

Beach NC 

 

21-22-Apr-2017 The British Car Gathering, 

Shelton Vineyard, Dobson, NC, sponsored by 

TR Carolina Club includes Blue Ridge Pkwy 

tour, TSD rally, and Saturday concours 10am 

to 6pm.  More info at  www.triumphclub.org. 

 

 

6-May-2017 Pinehurst Concours d’Elegance, 

Pinehurst, NC. Historic automobiles and 

motorcycles from around the world, 

including significant military vehicles. 

Tickets to this year’s Fifth Annual Vintage 

Car Showcase on the fairways of iconic 

Pinehurst Resort are available online.  The 

concours includes a live performance by 

Evans following the awards ceremony and 

are $40 in advance and $50 the day of the 

event.  Info at  PinehurstConcours.com. 

 
 

6-May-2017 Cars on Kiawah, Saturday, 

10:00am – 3:00 pm, Ocean Park, Kiawah 

Island, SC.  For more information and to 

register for the event, go to 

kiawahconcours.com. 

 

??-May-2017 21st Annual Triangle British 

Classic Car Show location TBD, Raleigh NC, 

more info at www.NCMGCC.org or email 

LMMGB@yahoo.com. 

 

27-29-Oct-2017 Savannah Speed Classic as 

part of the Hilton Head Island Motoring 

Festival in partnership with Historic 

Sportscar Racing (HSR) at the Grand Prize 

of America Road Course  

 

04-05-Nov-2017 Hilton Head Island 

Motoring Festival & Concours d’ Elegance. 

 

 

 

 

///////////////////////////////////////// 

If you are planning to attend a show, race, 

or rally event and are looking for someone 

with whom to caravan for safety (or need 

someone to hold the trouble light while you 

rebuild your brakes or swap out a generator 

along side the highway), then send your 

contact info and plans in an email to the 

newsletter editor Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com and 

it will be posted here. 

////////////////////////////////////////// 
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Whole Cars For Sale 

 

1953 MG TD (photos below) Real solid car!  

Check out any time. Rick Chandler (843) 340-

1017 or rac1219@yahoo.com. Asking $22k. (Feb12) 

 

 

1979 Triumph Spitfire  (photo below) 

Rolling shell would be great for SCCA race car. 

$500. Contact Jim Hendricks at (704) 564-

7988 or email jimhendrickaas@live.com.  (Mar-16) 

 

 

1960 Triumph TR3A (photo below) Old 

English White, tan  interior, seats, carpeting, 

wire wheels, white wall tires, meticulously 

detailed 1991 cc engine compartment, 

convertible soft top, side curtains, tonneau, 4 

speed manual transmission.  Fun to drive, fun to 

show! Beautiful shape!  Chrome parts excellent 

condition as is paint.  Extra boxes of parts.  

Photo album at  www.flickr.com/photos/pbraun/ 

albums/72157664679045692/with/24839494

950/.  Car restored by owner, being sold by 

estate.  $26,000.  Contact Peter Braun tel. 

(910) 253-5110 before 10 pm or email 

Prbraun1@gmail.com.  (Apr-16) 

 

 

 

==================================== 

Send your Cars For Sale, Bits ‘n’ Pieces, 

Wanteds, Drag It Away, Please, My 

Neighbors are Beginning to Complain, and 

Free to a Good Home with a Warm Garage 

along with attached JPEG photos ... as well as 

any updates to current listings .... to the 

GSBCC newsletter editor at 

Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com 

=================================== 
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Whole Cars For Sale 

 

1967 Austin Healey 3000 BJ8 Mk III 
(photo below) Wire wheels, new tires, roll-up 

windows, over-drive, electronic ignition.  Major 

ground up, full body restoration and engine re-

build 1992-94 (since garaged with under 2000 

mi).  Refurbishment and detailing in 2014-16, 

very good condition.  Shop records from ’92, 

one owner since 1995.  Carolina blue body, dark 

blue interior.  $59,000.  Contact John Sullivan, 

Southport, NC tel (910)-253-4062 or 

sullivan1@mindspring.com. (Dec-16) 

 
 

Bits ’n’ Pieces 
 

 
 

For Sale - Four Speed Transmission 

for 1975-1980 MGB  $450.  Contact Bill 

Morris at (843) 907-0320. (Apr-14)

Wanted – Lucas 45D Distributor Used   

Four cylinder from any MGB, Spitfire, or 

Midget 1500.  Contact Jim Hendricks at (704) 

564-7988 or email jimhendrickaas@live.com. 
(May-15) 

Wanted – Project Austin Healey 3000 
with roll up windows. Any condition. Take over 

someone’s restoration.  Appreciate any leads  

Call Bob Johnson (301) 938-5933 

bob@natellihomes.com. (May-16) 

For Sale – MGB Wire Wheel Conversion 
Reduced to $225!. Contact Jeff Lewis at tel. 

(973)-270-5276 or email 

jefflewis49@hotmail.com. (Jan-16) 

 
Wanted – Girling Type B Brake Caliper 

Rebuild Kit to fit a 1960 TR3A. If you have a 

source for these kits that you would like to 

share, contact Skip Robertson at (843) 645-

8972 or email SkipRobertson@gmail.com. (Sep-16) 

 

Wanted – Steel Wheel for 

1974 Triumph TR6 Contact 

Travis Bass at (404) 386-3063 or 

email tbass@kronotexusa.com.  
(Oct-16) 

 

Wanted – Jaguar E-type Series II 

Coupe Parts BD20767 & BD20766 NDV hinge 

pillars, hatch release cover chrome trims, 

BD19562 & BD19561 windshield chrome trim 

"doglegs".  I have many used E-type parts to 

sell, trade, or give away. Contact Bill Unger 

email wm.c.unger@gmail.com or tel. (843) 527-

7840. (Apr-14) 

tel:%28843%29%20527-7840
tel:%28843%29%20527-7840
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Save the Date. April 21, 22, 23 2017 for the 32nd Annual South Central British Car Gathering 

The Gathering is a full weekend of fun.  

Friday –Fun Rally and Auction with free Pizza. 

Saturday Car show at the beautiful Shelton Vineyards, followed by a BBQ dinner  

Sunday Autocross at Surry County Community College. 

Attendance in past years has been at or above 300 British Cars 

Registration info will be available at http://www.triumphclub.org/Gathering/index.html 

For more info or question please contact ralph@fourth-gear-ltd.com 
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Club Stuff For Sale 

by Jim Smith, Club Regalia Chair 

 

Remember that when you purchase any club 

paraphernalia, the price not only pays for the 

cost of the item, but any profits will benefit you 

by helping to offset GSBCC sponsored event 

expenses.  Won’t you please give?  And give 

often?  Okay, so here are your choices: 
 

 

 

Sweat Shirts Embroidered 
$20 

 

T-Shirts Silkscreened  

$15 (2 for $25) 
 

These shirts are top quality USA made Guildan, 

preshrunk, cool 100% cotton, with a large 

GSBCC logo on the back and a small GSBCC logo 

above the left breast.

 
 

 
 

sizes: Small, Medium, Large, X to XXX Large 

T-shirt color: white, black, beige, and more! 

Sweat Shirt color: Morris Garages gray 

 

Stickers FREE! 
(with shirt or cap purchase) 

 

 
 

No, they don’t cost a quarter, but WOW!  Look 

how big they are!  And you get both logos on 

each sheet.  They peel off to apply on the inside 

of your vehicle’s glass without any wetting or 

other adhesives.  But do they ever stick ... even 

through repeated cleanings!  Cheap enough to 

go in all of the windows of your Lexus, Sea Ray, 

lake cabin, china hutch, lunch boxes!  
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Driving Caps & Visors  

$15 

 

Traditional ball cap style which you wear on your 

head (forwards…  or backwards to look “way 

cool”) and to announce your car club affiliation 

with the GSBCC logo embroidered above the 

bill.  Or a visor to let your pony tail wave in the 

air (not recommended if you have a thinning 

spot up there.  Only one size but adjustable. 
 

colors: British Racing green, Coventry blue, 

Traffic yellow, Morris Garages light gray, and 

more! 
 

 

More Really Cool Stuff 

Can Coozies $3, Bottle Coozies $5 

Car Plates $10 

 

Don’t Wait .. Act Now! 
There may be a limited selection with the most 

popular items, but I will have all of these items 

available at all club meetings and events.  So 

purchase them then or give me a call to make 

other arrangements. 
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West of Georgetown on Hwy. 521 

Phone (843) 546-6418 

Open Mon - Thur 8am - 5pm 

StrandClassics.com 

 

Advance Auto Parts - Store 5710  

5024 Dick Pond Road  
Myrtle Beach,SC 29575  
Phone (843) 293-3179  

Mon-Sat 7:30am-9pm Sun 9am-8pm 

 

 
606 J Vista Plaza, Garden City 

(behind Friendly’s Ice Cream, Hwy. 17 Business) 

Phone (843) 357-4391 

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 8am-Noon 

ChipsAutoUpholstery.com 

 

 
(send your Member Recommended Area 

Service Providers to the GSBCC newsletter 

editor at Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com) 
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Major repair, minor repair, scheduled maintenance, professional detailing  

 
Autohaus of Myrtle Beach 

1228 Port Drive 
(just north of the “Back Gate” at Farrow Parkway) 

Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 

Phone (843) 293-5551 

AutoHausInc.biz 

 

 
• Convertible Tops 
• Sunroofs 
• Carpet 
• Custom Seat Covers 
• Custom Marine Covers 
• Leather Repair 
• Leather Interiors 
 

• Keyless Entry 
• TV/DVD™ 
• Personalized 
Service 
• Rag Tops 
• Golf Cart Seats 
• Motorcycle Seats 
• Mobile Videos 

Custom Care, Inc. 
205-A W. Broadway 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

Phone (843) 448-5746 

CustomCareMyrtleBeach.com

 
3993 Highway 17S 

Murrells Inlet, SC 29576 

Phone (843) 651-5800 5 pm - 10 pm  
Come by boat - Dock space available 

WahoosFishHouse.com 
 

 
3979 Highway 17S 

Murrells Inlet, SC 29576 

Phone (843) 651-2888  
Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm / Dinner 4pm-10pm 

Come by Boat -- Dockside carry out available 

BovinesRestaurant.com 
 

 

Investment Automobiles 

Owner Joseph Grimaldi  
325 Bush Dr 

Myrtle Beach, SC 29579  
Phone (843) 236-9005  
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Baker Motor Company 
Dealer for Jaguar and Land Rover 

1511 Savannah Highway 
Charleston, SC 29466 

Sales (843) 852-4000 

Service (843) 852-4030 / Parts (843) 852-4029 

 

J & C Auto Restoration and 
Body Work 

642 Little Tony Ave Murrells Inlet, SC 
29576 (843) 651-0803 

 JCAutoRestoration.com 
 

Custom Plasma Cut Signs 
by Tom Herman 

Phone (419) 875-6742 
Email bluecreekohio@aol.com 

 
 Large MG sign made and shipped for 
$40. He will probably do others as he 

makes all kinds of signs.  Ask to see Bob 
Puttbach’s MG sign. 

 
Cracked car windshield, window or mirror? 

Quality auto glass and windshield repair 
and replacement services wherever you 

are and whenever you need it in 
Georgetown & Horry Counties. 

 

Georgetown Auto Glass 

1009 Pyatt St. 
Georgetown, SC 

Phone (843) 240-0719 or 619-3875 
Mon – Fri 8am – 6pm 

Georgetown-Autoglass.com 
GeorgetownAutoglassService.com 

 

 



Repair and re-plate automobile, boat,
 motorcycle trim parts made of steel,
 brass, copper, and pot metal.
Hanlon Plating Company

Richmond, Virginia
(804) 233-2021

www.HanlonPlating.comwww.HanlonPlating.com




