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 This Month’s Meeting  
10-July-2021, Saturday, 11:00 am, Surfside 

Moose Lodge, 9763 Moose Rd., Murrells Inlet. 

 

Guests Are Always Welcome! 
Website: www.GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

Calendar of Events:  

www.Google.com/calendar/embed?src=hub1tpr

s0rneea57ejo3197oo0@group.calendar.google.

com&ctz=America/New_York&gsessionid=OK 

FaceBook: 

www.FaceBook.com/pages/Grand-Strand-

British-Car-Club/344525917851 

How is This Possible 
Two Eerily Similar Stories  

by Dennis Chechile  
 

So a few days ago I was reading the story in 

the GSBCC, May 2021, newsletter titled 

“Adventures of a Lifelong Motorhead” by 

Warren Bender, our club’s VP and talented 

storyteller.   

The story caught my attention from the 

first sentence “My first sports car was a 1958 

Austin Healey bug-eye Sprite”. As you may have 

surmised, my first “sports car” (a term as it 

relates to this particular car that seems 

ridiculous today) was a 1960 Austin Healey bug-

eye Sprite. Close enough right? 

As they say, I am hooked, so I read on. As I 

do, I start to realize that this story is beginning 

to sound a lot like mine.  I’m sure most of us in 

the club have a long list of stories about how we 

became interested in, or should I say obsessed 

with, foreign cars and British cars in particular. 

The similarities of our experiences along the 

way are, in general, fairly common. 

With that being said I’ll continue. 

Warren goes on to tell us that when he was 16 

years old he bought the bug-eye with $100 and 

a trade. Ok, I paid closer to $400 for my bug-

eye, but I also had a trade in. Again nothing too 

exciting right?  

(see How? next page) 
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GSBCC Officers and 

Committee Chairs 
President Dick Foltz 

  843-655-2485 

 DickFoltz@icloud.com 

 

Vice President Warren Bender  

  843-756-1893 

 wbender@sccoast.net 

 

Secretary Patsy Hoch 

  843-357-2697 

 hoch@columbia.edu 

 

Treasurer Julia 

            Nightingale-Born 

  843-369-1925 

 juliapineknoll08@gmail.com 

 

Club Regalia Sales Jim Smith 

  843-293-4964 

 Casper1@sccoast.net 

 

Newsletter Editor Bill Unger  

  843-527-7840 

 Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com 

 

Social Media Editor Felicia Sachs  

  843-455-8273 

 FELSAC@aol.com 

 

Membership Chair Greg Hoch  

  843-357-2697 

 GCHStable@yahoo.com 

 

Webmaster Ethan Harris 

  781-883-1135 

 ethanfharris@gmail.com   

 

Events Coordinator Kathie Foltz 

  843-655-2485 

 KathieFoltz@icloud.com   

 

(How? continued) 

 

He continues to explain that it needed work. 

Which by this point is a given. 

Warren’s bug-eye had bald tires (mine were 

miss matched), check, no 4th gear (mine had a 

bad clutch), check, body issues, check, no top or 

side curtains, check. 

Warren was living in the northeast at that 

time. I was living in the northeast at that time. 

So you may be thinking, what made us think that 

buying a broken down car with no top or side 

curtains in the north east was a good idea. 

Trivial issues when you are young? My dad had 

zero knowledge or interest in cars, check. 

Again, close enough but by this point things are 

getting weird. 

I did have a bare minimum amount of 

mechanical knowledge from working in a NAPA 

parts store part time after school. Which 

meant I could read. So, now I’m 18 years old 

(not 16 but close enough ) and fully prepared to 

dive into the deep end of the British car pool. 

PUN INTENDED. 

With abandon I proceed to pull out the 

engine and transmission, with a borrowed chain 

fall attached to the rafters of my parents 

garage, with the (not so sure) confidence that 

it wouldn't bring down the garage. It didn't. I 

proceeded to replace the 947cc motor with a 

newer and larger 1275cc motor from a local 

junk yard and a new clutch from the NAPA 

store I worked at. NAPA didn’t have very many 

foreign parts but I was able to match the bug-

eye clutch to a clutch made for an American car. 

It was cheaper than buying one at the foreign 

auto parts store.  

Wow, where was I?  Ok, I digress. Be 

patient, it will be over soon. Let’s continue. 
  

(see How? next page)  
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(How? continued) 

 

Towards the end of the article Warren tells 

us that he enlisted in the military.  I on the 

other hand was, shall we say, conscripted into 

the Army. Nonetheless, both of us, as it turned 

out, won the all expense paid TOUR (sounds so 

nice but was not really a tour and highly 

overrated) in Vietnam in 1968. 

 
Dennis Touring Vietnam 1968-69  

at the Invitation of His Uncle Sam 

 

Among Warren’s collection was a 1951 

MGTD. I currently own a 1951 MGTD. 

OK, I saved the best for last.  Remember 

what Warren traded in for his 1958 bug-eye. 

No? It was a 1954 Chevrolet. 

Now here it comes. Wait for it. 

I also traded in a 1954 Chevrolet for my 

1960 bug-eye. 

I swear on the bonnet of my MGTD that this 

story is the truth, most of the truth, and 

almost nothing but the truth so help me Cecil 

Kimber. 

And now I bet you’re asking, as I still am, 

“HOW IS THIS POSSIBLE?”

Welcome to the Garage 
by Dick Foltz, President 

“Welcome” to our newest GSBCC members ... 

Dave Cook and Lori Coltrin (Jun-2021) 

  Pawleys Island, SC 

    cell 818-653-6884 

  davemax@earthlink.net 

   1970 MGB 

Bob and Ellie Hollingsworth (Jun-2021) 

  Red Springs, NC 

    cell 910-624-0067 

  DrBob001@hotmail.com 

   1977 MG Midget 

 
Queen for a Day 

 
GSBCC Member Jim DeFeo in his 2000 Jaguar 

XK8 had the honor of driving Miss U.S. 

International in the Myrtle Beach Sun Fun 

Parade, June 5, 2021. She is competing for 

Miss International in Tokyo in November.  
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GSBCC Monthly 

Meeting Minutes 
June 12, 2021, Silver Coast Winery 

Tasting Room, Carolina Shores, N.C. 

by Patsy Hoch, Secretary 
 

The June meeting of the Grand Strand 

British Car Club was called to order at 

approximately 11:16 a.m. on Saturday, June 12 

by President Dick Foltz with 28 members at the 

event. He warmly welcomed everyone, especially 

new member Dave Cook who arrived in his 1970 

orange blaze MGB. Speaking for Vice President 

Warren Bender he hoped that all in attendance 

had a chance to sign in. It is important to be 

counted in Warren’s attendance contest to not 

only keep abreast of the club activities, feel 

more of a part of the club, but to be eligible for 

a special British prize donated by Treasurer 

Julia Nightingale-Born. 

A vote was taken to waive the reading of the 

minutes by Treasurer Patsy Hoch and to 

approve the April and May minutes as published 

in News Editor Bill Unger’s GSBCC Newsletters. 

Membership Chair Greg Hoch thanked 

everyone for wearing nametags and reassured 

all new members that they, too, will soon 

receive their nametags. He asked everyone to 

be thinking of Jim Smith who is recovering from 

a recent heart attack. He added a Britfest 

update: thanks to the combined efforts of Jim, 

Julia, and him, a deposit for a large tent for our 

event and a promise from the owner of Conway 

Tent Rentals will result in the installation of a 

tent for all Britfest events. 

Thanks to Webmaster Ethan Harris, the 

GSBCC website is working well. 

 

 

 

Events Coordinator Kathie Foltz is working 

on a southern location for the July meeting, 

soon to be announced. 

The meeting was adjourned at 

approximately 11:34 so the wine tasting could 

begin. 

Respectfully Submitted, Patsy Hoch, GSBCC 

Secretary. 
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Upcoming Club Events 

& Meeting Locations 

(dates & locations subject to change) 

 

10-Jul-2021 Saturday, 11:00 a.m., GSBCC 

Monthly Meeting, Surfside Moose Lodge, 

9763 Moose Rd., Murrells Inlet.  Ample 

parking, plan to mingle, meet, then order 

lunch at the lodge. 

01-Oct-2021 Friday evening, Britfest 

Reception Party, The Market Common, 

Myrtle Beach, SC. 

02-Oct-2021 Saturday, 9:00 a.m., GSBCC 

Eighth Annual “Britfest at The Market 

Common”, annual car show, Myrtle Beach, 

SC.  Info www.GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

 

Other Events of 

Special Interest 
 

25-Sep-2021 Sat. 9am–3pm Autumn in the 

Mountains, Mills River, NC, sponsored by 

British Car Club of Western North Carolina. 

For more info go to www.bccwnc.org 

 

 

16-Oct-2021 Sat. 

8am–5pm Cars on 

Kiawah, Kiawah 

Island Motoring 

Retreat.  www.carsonkiawah.com 

21-24-Oct-2021 Savannah Speed Classic as 

part of the Hilton Head Island Motoring 

Festival in partnership with Sportscar 

Vintage Racing Assoc. (SVRA) at the Grand 

Prize of America Road Course.  

svra.com/events/2021-savannah-speed-

classic/ 

05-07-Nov-2021 

Hilton Head 

Island Motoring 

Festival & Concours 

d’ Elegance at Port Royal Golf 

Club, 9am-4pm, Car Club Showcase Saturday 

and Concours d’Elegance on Sunday.  

www.hhiconcours.com 

23-Oct-2021 Annual 

British Car Days 

sponsored by BCCC, 

Palmetto Island 

County Park, Mt. 

Pleasant, SC.  For 

more info go to 

www.BritishCarClubCharleston.com 

 

 

/////////////////////////////// 
If you are planning to attend a show, race, or 

rally event and are looking for someone to hold the 

electric torch for you while you fashion a new 

exhaust system from bailing wire and beer cans in 

the motel parking lot, then send your contact info 

and plans in an email to the newsletter editor 

Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com and it will be posted here. 

////////////////////////////////  

http://www.carsonkiawah.com/
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Whole Cars For Sale 
 

1975 BMW 2002 Project (photos below 

and next column) South Carolina 'Barn 

Find’.  Solid Car with very little rust. Clear SC 

Title. Three pallets of parts go with her. 

$5,500 Contact Hoyt Wood  (843) 369-1790 

fieldofdreamsrestorations@gmail.com  (Apr-21) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

1986 Maserati Biturbo (photo below) 30k 

original miles, I’ve owned it 31 years. Needs a 

little TLC.  Contact Bill Pound at 

uphill341@yahoo.com. Current registration.   

$3500 (951) 265-2239 (Apr-21) 
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Bits ’n’ Pieces 

 
1974 TR6 4 Speed Transmission (photos  

below) Restored in 2007, about 9k miles on it, 

shifted beautifully when switched out for my 5 

speed. Includes slave cylinder used for 4 

months before the switch.  $500 plus shipping 

or pick up in South Carolina.  For more info, 

contact John James jbj358@gmail.com, tel.                                               

843-446-7290  (Jun-21) 

 

 
 

Wanted 
 

Wanted 2004-06 Mini Cooper S Hatchback 

Less than 100,000 miles, preferably no sunroof.  

Must have service history even if work was done 

by the owner.  Contact Dennis Oldland tel. 843-

504-4455 or email britcarguy@sccoast.net. 
(Jun21) 

 

/////////////////////////////// 

Send your Cars For Sale, Bits ‘n’ 

Pieces, Wanteds, Drag It Away, 

Please, My Neighbors are 

Beginning to Complain, and Free 

to a Good Home with a Warm 

Garage along with attached JPEG 

photos ... as well as any updates to 

current listings .... to the GSBCC 

newsletter editor at 

Wm.C.Unger@gmail.com 

////////////////////////////// 
















