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<~ This Month's Meeting =

13-Jul-2024 Saturday, 11:00 am Monthly
Meeting at Cali Bakers -
Firehouse & Grill, 910 Lake 4
Arrowhead Rd, Myrtle |
Beach, SC. y

Guests Are Always Welcomel!

<~ Click Below Links for Quick Access =
Website: Grand Strand British Car Club
Calendar of Events: Calendar

Subscribe: Newsletter & Events Reminder
New Membership: Join

Facebook: GSBCC Private Member Page

Lotus Special

Madness
by Dennis Oldland

In general, the thing about Europas and
Lotus is that one is not enough because they
are somewhat addicting.  They require
frequent but not excessive attention
provided you keep them in top tune and
exercise them. Unfortunately, Lotus
production cars do have some design and
quality issues. One has to remember the
Lotus origins are in racing where the car is
built to last the length of a race.

If you haven't driven a Europa, you cannot
imagine the road holding, balance, and
mechanical obedience at your command.
Europas are the quickest cars I've ever driven
- not necessarily the fastest, but the most
nimble. Just when you think you are done
with one Lotus, you sell it, and in a short time
you want another. That was me.

My first Lotus was a Series 2 which I sold,
and it went to Japan. So now it was on to a
Twin Cam Special with the Ford Kent 1600
and twin Strombergs which put out about 125
HP in a 1400 pound car.

It was in the mid 90s when I started
looking for a Twin Cam. I called a car buddy
back in West Virginia to see if he knew of a
good TC for sale.

(see Lotus next page)
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He knew a doctor down the road who had
a 74 that was basically stock except for the
addition of an aftermarket sunroof. So I
drove to WV and checked the car out, made a
deal, and later had it trailered back home.
The car was all good except for cosmetics and
tires. Otherwise, it was a driver right of f the
trailer!

I went to Tire Town with a set of Avons I
bought from Aardvark Racing, and they
graciously agreed to mount them for me. The
tire guy comes to the waiting room and says
he couldn't get the wheels fo balance - that
they weren't round. In reality, no tire is
completely round. He said they would have to
be shaved while mounted on the car, then
removed and balanced.

I made an appointment for the work. For
a few days until I could get back in the shop,
it was miserable to drive and felt like it was
shaking all over. T was puzzled as to the root
cause so I jacked up one wheel and spun it by
hand. It became immediately clear that the
wheel bolt holes were factory gang-drilled
of f center. Apparently the last owner shaved
the tires, too, because the car rolled
smoothly on the old tires.

(see Lotus next page)
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(Lotus continued)

I went back to Tire Town and the guys let
me watch the shaving process and it was
amazing how much rubber was cut off. The
tires would have to remain on the car in the
same position. You cannot rotate front and
rear Europa tires anyway because they are
different sizes. After that operation, the
car drove like a dream.

Almost no one shaves tires today for
liability reasons. Part of Allen Hendrix' magic
is that after he mounts new tires on wire
wheels he gives them a light shave.

I already had in mind to paint the Europa
British Racing Green with yellow accent. The
original paint had to go as well as the sunroof.
During my S2 days, I met Ray who owns R.D.
Enterprises, and I remembered that he had
several Europa bodies in his barn. Knowing
that I had to remove the sunroof and replace
it with a solid section, I would be unable to
create the correct curvature of the top by
hand. Ray agreed to sell me a whole Europa
top. I removed the sunroof and traced the
opening on the new center section of the
donor top slightly larger than the sunroof
hole then carefully ground the new piece to
just touch the existing roof opening edges.

Using aluminum strips, sheet metal
screws, Cleco clamps, and veil fiberglass per
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a method I read in a book by Miles Wilkins, T
put in the new section and I was really pleased
with the fit. A new headliner covered all the
evidence of the transplant on the inside.

In 1996, several of us Lotus Looneys drove
to LOG (Lotus Owners' Gathering) at Chateau
Elan near Atlanta. It was a long trip that
resulted in another Otter switch failure. In
the last story I mentioned the failed Otter
switch in the S2 fuel tank, and on this trip it
was the Otter switch in the TC radiator that
thermostatically controlled the cooling fan.
This one began to seep, then slowly leak. So
every now and then we had to pull over and
add coolant.

One Sunday, I was returning home from
Robert Morey's shop where I was doing some
fiberglass work on someone else's car. It was
warm, and I reeked of acetone. I had one
beer when I finished the work before I drove
home. On a back road with a long straight, I
opened it up to no more than 70 and the next
thing I knew I was sitting in the car after
having gone of f the road, catching a tree with
the left rear corner of the car, peeling off
the fiberglass and did a 540 degree spin
facing the opposite direction on the other
side of the road.

(see Lotus next page)
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I shut off the engine and surveyed the
damage. The rear was exposed but the frame
appeared to be OK. However, the left rear
cast alloy upright was broken and the car was
not drivable. I was less than a mile from
home.

I called a friend who had a wrecker, and
he asked if the damage was over $400, and T
said it was if I had to pay retail. He said
regardless he would pick it up but would have
to call the Highway Patrol. A trooper car
pulled up before he got there, and all T could
tell the officer was that a suspension part
broke in the back of the car, and it spun. He
wanted to know why I waited so long to report
it - which was maybe a half-hour and I told
him I had to walk to the Prestwick gatehouse
o use a phone.

He smelled the acetone and probably the
beer. I passed the drunk tests with no
problems. But he gave me a ticket for driving
too fast for conditions (Sunny, clear. What
conditions???), and that was that.

The frame turned out to be OK according
to specs and measurements in the repair
manual. The upright probably failed due to
age and stress. When Joe Grimaldi, who is a
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friend and former racer looked at the
damage, he said that he had seen this type of
thing before and the big clue to him was metal
crystallization at the fracture point. I found
a used upright and did all the bodywork
myself.

Because it had not been in paint that long,
I was able to shoot the rear half without
repainting the whole car. It was down maybe
6 weeks and showed no after-effects of the
crash. As stated before, one of Chapman's
most favorite quotes was "Simplify, then add
lightness”. There is no doubt that this
philosophy was behind the use of a cast alloy
upright.

I kept the car about 3 years but it was
ceasing to be fun driving in Myrtle Beach
traffic. People would almost run into you to
see what it was. With the TR4 in the home
garage and a storage bay that had to be
rented for the Europa, I made the decision to
sell the Europa to an ex-racer.
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My Weekend With The

British Motor Club of

Cape Fear

by Richard Fritz

In keeping with my plan to attend all the
British Car Club shows in the Carolinas, I set
my GPS for Wilmington, NC, on Friday to
attend the British Motor Club of the Cape
Fear Car Show on June 1", The route map said
185 miles and 3% hours from my house to the
Holiday Inn in Wilmington. I wanted to avoid
the congestion of State Highway 17 through
Pawley's Island, Murrell's Inlet, and Myrtle
Beach, so I ventured off on Rt. 701 toward
Conway. Big mistake! Between the road
pokeys, the big rigs, and the Myrtle Beach-
like traffic through Conway, I was feeling
cheated out of a pleasant drive to
Wilmington.

I was already onh the road 23 hours, and I
was still 100 miles away, and T haven't even
crossed the NC border. However, once into
NC I was cruising along at 60 mph on a lonely
stretch of Rt. 74/76 when several detour
signs came into view. The damn road was
closed, and I had to go back to pick up the
detour route.

Following the signs to get back to Rt. 76,
I came to a dead stop by several police cars
with their blue lights flashing. The detour
route was completely blocked in the middle of
nowhere by a roll-back fishing a car out of a
pond. I made an immediate U-turn fo find
another way into Wilmington.

Two hours later, through afternoon
traffic on Highway 17, T made it to the
Holiday Inn. I treated myself to a
substantial dinner at Carrabba's followed by
a Fat Bottom Betty Cigar with Stella Artois.
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I returned to my suite at the Inn only to
find I forgot my toothbrush. Fortunately, I
was within walking distance of a Walmart, so
I enjoyed a walk in the sea breeze of the
evening to complete my day.

Richard Fritz, 1963 Sunbeam Alpine GT

I arrived at the Car Show at 9:00 am;
many cars were already set up on the field. T
parked my car next to Jon Kataisto's '65 red
Tiger Mk1. T met John at the Carolina Classic
British Car Show in Colombia, SC, earlier this
year. He is the President of BMCCF. He was
glad to see me and appreciated that I drove
to Wilmington to represent the BCCC. Also
showing their support for the BMCCF were
several members of the Myrtle Beach GSBCC.

Ethan & Diane Harris, 1974 MGB

(see BMCCF next page)
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Shortly after I arrived, Steve Kirk from
Holly Springs, NC, drove in with his '66 green
Alpine V. Steve's Alpine is an original, well
maintained, solid driver that wears its patina
well. Steve is a good Sunbeam curator, he
knows his car, and engages the spectators
with information about the marque and
answers all their questions.

The last Sunbeam arrival was George and
Beverly Coleman from Burlington, NC. George
and Beverly have traveled all over in their
blue '67 Alpine V. His car has been modified
with a Toyota H-speed, and cruise control,
which makes it a comfortable and capable
highway cruiser. George has been around
Sunbeams for a long time, he knows a lot of
people in the hobby, and always has a good
story to tell. And that was the line up for the
Sunbeam participants.

July 2024

Johnny Shumate, 1964 MGB MK1

There was a rumor going around the
circuit that this show was going to be open to
all makes and models of automobiles diluting
the British Car ambiance. Well, it apparently
was true. There was a '56 Ford Fairlane, and
a new Maserati sedan parked on the field.
The total number of cars in attendance was
89. the ambiance was still uniquely British.
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And of course there was the constant
sound of bagpipes on the field as the Celtic
Festival put on a day of food, clan
competitions, and marching bands, and men
throwing things. In the end, the Brits won the

Something you don't see too offen are
London Taxis. This event brought two of
them out for the day. They were beautifully
restored saloons in full taxi preparedness.
The first one shown belongs to Brian Meade
from Wilmington. It is a 1967 FX4 London
Taxi. The second one is a 1957 FX3 London
Taxi belonging to Matthew Taylor from
Wrightsville Beach, NC. Both are wonderful
examples of a bygone era for getting around
town.

(see BMCCF next page)
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Incidentally, I learned from the owners of
these cabs that several other London Taxis
are being restored in the Wilmington area.
Who would have known?

Overall, my weekend in Wilmington was
very nice. There are things to do and places
to go that would satisfy even the most
narrowminded LBC curmudgeon. I enjoyed
the friendliness of the people and good
natured fun I had with the Cape Fear crowd.
They were appreciative of the support
provided by area clubs and welcomed
everyone with open arms

It wasn't too daunting a trip for me,
despite the traffic, and one I will make again.
Incidentally, with advice from the Cape Fear
guys, the drive back to Summerville was easy-
peasy. Four and one-half hours with a sit-
down breakfast at Egg's Up somewhere
around Murrell's Inlet and a fuel stop.

Car shows are the way we stay connected.
If you haven't noticed the ends of our
connections are getting somewhat tattered.
So, my suggestion to everyone with a British
car is fo mend your frayed ends and stay
connected. Keep your LBCs on the road
because there are always opportunities to see
things and be seen.

July 2024
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Britfest
Auto
Jumble 2eas

by Warren Bender, President

Again this year we will have an Auto
Jumble at Britfest.

Please DONATE all those unused /
unwanted parts and auto  related
paraphernalia to the 6SBCC so that we may
sell them at Britfest.

Anything that is clean and undamaged is
asked for.

If you want to know if something is
acceptable simply e-mail me
wbender@sccoast.net to ask. Then identify

the part as to fitment or function, suggest a

value, and bring the items to any club function

and give them to me or Jack McLaughlin.
Tootle pip!
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GSBCC Monthly Meeting
June 8, 2024, at The Beaver Bar,
Murrells Inlet, SC
by Jerry Schopp, Secretary
photo credits Ethan Harris
and Jen Zangara

July 2024

The June meeting of the Grand Strand
British Car Club was called to order at
approximately 10:33 AM on Saturday, June
8th by Vice President Bill Unger, as
President Warren Bender was traveling on
vacation. It was a beautiful morning, and the
parking lot was packed with beautiful
examples of classic cars from several local
car clubs in addition tfo the GSBCC. There
were 28 GSBCC members attending the
occasion and 16 British classic cars on display.
Music and a charity raffle were provided by
Cecil Chandler.

A vote was taken to waive the reading of
the minutes by Secretary Jerry Schopp and
to approve the May 2024 minutes as printed
in the newsletter and on the website.
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Bill Unger gave a recap of the 2024
Britfest planning completed to date and
encouraged members to register online soon
for the October 5™ event. Online
registration opened June 1" and is available
through the GSBCC website.

o

Webmaster Ethan Harris also mentioned
that the 2024 registration process has a new
feature allowing adjustment to your initial
registration for “add-ons" like additional
cars, regalia and reception tickets.

B ma 0 e

Events Chair Jen Zangara gave a quick
update on upcoming monthly meeting venues,
including July 13™ at Cali Baker's Pub and
August 10™ at Roca Roja Cantina (which
requires sign-up NLT August 2"¥). Jen also
pointed out that she is trying new venues in
2024 and hoped that members are enjoying
these events.

(see Beaver Bar next page)
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Social Media Chair Felicia Sachs
reminded members that the next Britfest
Planning Meeting was booked for June 14™ at
the Socastee Library and encouraged
everyone to participate in the 2024 planning
activities. She also announced her search was
underway for Britfest sponsors and
exhibitors, asking members fo assist in this
activity.

Patsy Hoch made an initial request for
volunteers to organize the Britfest English
Tea and to provide baked goods for the event.

There were no additional reports from the
remaining club officers or chairs.

The next G6SBCC Membership Meeting
will be held 11AM - 1PM Saturday July 13" at
Cali Baker's Pub in Myrtle Beach. Details are
available on the GSBCC website

The June GSBCC membership meeting was
adjourned at 11:11AM.

Please continue to make frequent visits to
our GSBCC Website to stay informed of local
events of interest both within and outside
our immediate community as well accessing

Respectfully Submitted,
Jerry Schopp, GSBCC Secretary

July 2024
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Award Winners Jack Brennan (MGB)
and Jen Zangara (Mini)

Welcome to the Garage

by Warren Bender, President

"Welcome" to our newest GSBCC members ...

Bill and Velvet Cowan (Jun-2024)
< wm.v.cowan@gmail.com
gy Little River, SC

= 1951 MG TD Mk IT

T S
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Club Events &
Meeting Locations

(dates & locations subject to change)
Have a suggestion for a place you'd like to visit?
Contact Events Coordinator Jen Zangara
Events@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com

13-Jul-2024 Saturday, 11:00 am Mom‘hly
Meeting at Cali Bakers N
Firehouse & Grill, 910 Lake & % P
Arrowhead Rd, Myrtle l:all ke
Beach, SC.

19-Jul-2024 Friday, 7:00 pm o
Stella's  Homemade Ice %&w %
Cream Cruise In, 1101 4th . v

Ave, Conway, SC. CReay &

28-Jul-2024 Sunday, 9:30 am, Last Sunday
Cars and Coffee at Liberty Brew Coffee,
3080 SC-90 Suite 1, Conway, SC.

10-Aug-2024 Saturday, 11:00 am Monthly
Meeting and Summer Fiesta at Roca Roja
Cantina, 806 Sea Mountain Highway,
North Myrtle Beach, SC. All you can eat
Fajita Buffet ($35 includes drinks, tax,
gratuity. Reservation required by Aug. 1
on GSBCC website.

ROCA R[ldH

C ANT

‘ Food e Fiesta e Teqmla

25-Aug-2024 Sunday, 9:30 am, Last Sunday
Cars and Coffee at Liberty Brew Coffee,
3080 SC-90 Suite 1, Conway, SC.

July 2024
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14-Sep-2024 Saturday, 11:00 am
Monthly Meeting Location TBA at
later date

29-Sep-2024 Sunday, 9:30 am, Last Sunday
Cars and Coffee at Liberty Brew Coffee,
3080 SC-90 Suite 1, Conway, SC.

04-0Oct-2023 Friday, 4:00-6:00 pm,
Britfest Reception

Party, Tupelo Honey at

The Market Common,

3042 Howard Ave.,

Myrtle Beach, SC.

05-Oct-2024 Saturday, 9:00 a.m., GSBCC
Britfest at The Market Common, annual
car show, Myrtle Beach, SC.

= RAND S¥RAND
BRITISH CAR CLUB

‘. MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA ™

27-0ct-2024 Sunday, 9:30 am, Last Sunday
Cars and Coffee at Liberty Brew Coffee,
3080 SC-90 Suite 1, Conway, SC.

14-Dec-2024 5:00-9:00 pm Saturday,
Monthly Meeting & Christmas Holiday
Party, Sons and Daughters of Italy
banquet hall, 7957 Moss Creek Rd., Myrtle
Beach
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Other Events of

Special Interest

12-15-Sep-2024 Southeast British Car
Festival sponsored by Peachtree MG
Registry, Dillard, GA.

= =
WA - WAZAWN\—
NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER

21-Sep-2024 Autumn in the Mountains
British Car Show, Mills River, NC.

23 ANNUAL cary

<,

AUTUMNmthe "
MOUNTAINS "

5 THE BRITISH & EUROPEAN AUTOMOBILE & MOTORCYCLE SHOW
5y ) FEATURING THE 100™ ANNIVERSARY OF MG AND MANY MORE-.

&/

¥

/

19-0Oct-2024 British Car Day, sponsored by
the British Car Club of Charleston held at
Palmetto Island County Park in historic Mt
Pleasant, SC. The featured marque for
this year is Sunbeam plus an added 60th
anniversary celebration for the Sunbeam
Tiger. There will be a drive and lunch
through Francis Marion National Forest to
Hopsewee Plantation near Georgetown on
Friday October 18th. The host hotel,
Hyatt Place at Towne Center, is the site
of the Friday night reception. Additional
information information can be found at
BritishCarClubCharleston.com.
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Illn British Car Club of Charlesten =
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If you are planning to attend a
show, race, or rally event and are
looking for someone to hold the
electric torch for you while you
fashion a new exhaust system from
bailing wire and beer cans in the motel
parking lot, then send your contact
info and plans in an email to the
GSBCC Newsletter Editor
Newsletters@GrandStrandBritishCar

Club.com and it will be posted here.
1177777777717171777777777777777771111777777

1111177777771777777717777777717777177177777
Send your Cars For Sale, Bits 'n
Pieces, Wanteds, Drag It Away,

Please, My Neighbors are Beginning
to Complain, and Free to a Good
Home with a Warm Garage along

with attached JPEG photos ... as well
as any updates to current listings ...
to the GSBCC Newsletter Editor at

Newsletters@GrandStrandBritishCar

Club.com
//17/7777/77/771/77/77777/77777/77/777177/7777/
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Whole Cars For Sale

1953 MG TD (photo below) Recent
inspection by Ed Lamb. Contact Keith
Fishlinger at email kfishlinger@gmail.com or
tel 610-209-9916. (Jan-22)
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1973 Triumph TR6 (photos below) 73k
miles, runs strong, drives great, no accidents,
garaged, 50 years receipts, 1981 re-spray,
AM-FM, A/C (needs repair). Includes carpet
kit ready to install. Full service since 70k
miles. Price reduction to $24,500. Call-text-
PM Bruce Larkin at (954) 292-5700 or email
larkb4@aol.com for more details. (Nov-23)

Two Austin Healey 100's (photo below)
1954 BN1 (modified), 1955 BN2 (stock).
Reasonable offers considered. Located in
Conway SC. For more info contact Perry Small
tel. 724-630-0377 or

healeyguy@aol.com. (Jul-24)
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Bits ‘'n' Pieces

Free Shop Manuals
From my  personal
collection, they are
available for free to
GSBCC members.
Contact Jack McLauglin at
jimstunts@aol.com. (Jul-23)

Free Four Factory

Wheels from a 1998
Jaguar Vanden Plas
sedan, free to good
home. Contact Tom
Hudson at email
thosbhudson@gmail.com or tel. 443-848-
8265 (Feb-24)

1980 MGB Parts for Sale Seats $125,
vent windows $30 ea, windshield in frame
$125, side windows $20 ea, conv. top frame
$75, rear lights $20, steering wheel and
shaft $50, engine front plate $75, engine
rear plate $100, flywheel $100, non overdrive
4 speed transmission $100, set of 4 powder
coated Rostyle wheels $200, rebuilt HIF 4
carb set modified for ported vacuum $550.
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Many other parts available just ask. Call Bob

Puttbach, Calabash NC 703-216-1510. (May-
2024)

Overdrive Transmission Blue label 4th
gear only MGB overdrive transmission. Set up
on test stand to engage tranny and apply
power to solenoid. I have a video of it but too
long to upload. New gaskets have been
installed as well as o rings and front and rear
oil seals. New lockout and reverse switches
installed. A new screen filter has been
installed. Cash pickup only no shipping. Call

Bob Puttbach, Calabash NC 703-216-1510.
(Jun-2024)

Wanted

Chrome 60 Spoke Wire Wheel for 1970
MGB. For use as a spare so can be “used”.
Contact Dave @ 818-653-6884 (mobile) or at
davemax@earthlink.net. (Jun-23)

1275 cc Engine for MG Midget Contact
Shane Shelly at tel. 843-333-3696 or email
shaneshelly6@gmail.com. (Feb-24)

Engine Head for 1976 MGB Contact
James Smoker tel. 814-203-7333 or email
smokestruckrepair@hotmail.com (Apr-24)




