GSBCC Monthly Meeting Minutes
September 14, 2024, at Hopsewee Plantation, Georgetown, SC
by Susan McLaughlin, Secretary Pro Tempore

The September meeting of the Grand Strand British Car Club was called to order at
approximately 12:10pm on Saturday 9/14 by President Warren Bender. There were 30
members present for the meeting and lunch on the beautiful grounds overlooking the North
Santee River. Warren extended a warm welcome to all. Additionally, we were greeted by the
owner of Hopsewee, Raejean Beattie.

Motion was made by Mark Buongirno with second by Morris Hankins to waive reading and
approval of the August minutes as printed in the newsletter.

The club observed a moment of silence for Ron Kazmierski who passed away on September
10th. He was very active in our club, always lending a hand, especially with Britfest in his
assistance positioning cars on the show field.

President Bender distributed Britfest posters asking members to post them at their favorite car
parts stores and other businesses hoping to boost visibility around the area. Also informed the
shirt store is open on the website offering golf shirts (which for an additional fee can be
embroidered) and hoodies. These will be prepaid/ pre-ordered with the goal of delivery at the
Christmas Party in December. We must have a minimum of 24 hoodie requests by November
22 before order can be placed.

Vice President Bill Unger is always looking for informative and personal articles from members
stating that photos add an additional element of interest. Regarding his role as Newsletter
Editor, he shares that he would like to hand this duty off to another member or to share the work.
Anyone interested in helping should contact him. He also stressed that volunteers are always
needed and appreciated for Britfest, and anyone who would like to help should show up
between 7 and 8am on Saturday October 5 at the show field.

Currently there are 91 BRITFEST registrants. This time last year there were 99. Final planning
meeting was held yesterday, and the event is on track for another great show. We are also shy
on reservations for the reception at Tupelo Honey on Friday October 4 and members can still
sign up to attend this event on our website. All4Paws is again collecting golf balls from show
attendees to further their mission of care for shelter animals.

Stancy Bender, Britfest Basket Coordinator has 21 completed baskets in hand with a total of
28 baskets promised, covering a wide and creative variety of themes. This is approximately half
of last year’s total. If anyone would like to donate- even if struggling for an idea- it could be as
simple as providing a gift card to a restaurant, store, or event.

As we near the end of the year, Social Events Coordinator Jenn Zangara provided a synopsis
of the events we’ve enjoyed as a group and has found that due to low participation, the Cars &
Coffee gathering will be disbanded effective immediately. Our November meeting will be a
cruise-in at The Old Bull and Bush Pub and Eatery on US 17 Bypass. The club Christmas Party
will again be held at Sons of Italy on December 14. A gift exchange will take place, and we will
collect gifts for facility-bound elders to be donated to Gifts from the Heart. Jenn has accepted a
full-time professional position involving extensive travel so will be unable to continue as Events
Coordinator. She would, however, consider sharing the position with another member as co-
chair.



The next GSBCC Meeting will be held on November 9, 2024, at 11:30am. Please continue to
make frequent visits to our GSBCC Website to stay informed of local events of interest both
within and outside our immediate community as well accessing links to sign up for participation.

As Warren closed the meeting, he stated he always welcomes input from members related to
ideas for direction, projects or changes and encouraged suggestions via conversation or email.
Motion was made by Jenn Zangara and second by Morris Hankins for adjournment of meeting at
12:35pm which was followed by car (and puppy) stories shared among members.

Respectfully Submitted,
Susan McLaughlin, GSBCC Secretary Pro Tempore



