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Inside This Issue  
(maybe, maybe not) 

 This Month’s Feature Article 

 GSBCC Officers and Committee Chairs 

 Welcome New Members to Our Garage 

 The Prez’s View Through The Bug Spatter 

 Monthly Meeting Minutes 

 Spotlight on Our Fellow Club Members 

 Club & Special Interest Events 

 Tool Box Technical Notes 

 For Sale, Wanteds, Services, Free, Etc. 

 Ran When Wrecked and Abandoned 

 Enlightening Member Meanderings 

 Occasional Drips and Leakages 

 

 This Month’s Meeting  
 

There is no GSBCC membership meeting 

scheduled for April due to the conflict with 

the annual Triumph Club of the Carolinas 

”The Gathering” car show in Dobson, NC. 


Click Below Links for Quick Access  
 

Website: Grand Strand British Car Club 

Calendar of Events: Calendar 

Subscribe: Newsletter & Events Reminder 

New Membership: Join 

Facebook: GSBCC Private Member Page 

The 60th Running of 

The Elloree Horse 

Trials  
photos credits Ethan Harris, Craig 

Stechman, Bill Unger 

 
Friday Caravan Meetup at Gallivant’s Ferry 

 

 
Craig Stechman Refuels Before Liftoff 

(See Elloree next page)  

https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/calendar/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/subscribe-to-newsletter/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/join/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/253886088011603
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Officers and Committee Chairs 
President Warren Bender  

  843-756-1893   
 President@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Vice President Bill Unger  

  843-527-7840 
 VP@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Secretary Jerry Schopp 

  317-619-0567 
 Secretary@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Treasurer Steve Hertel 

  843-903-0271 
 Treasurer@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Communications Director, 

Webmaster Ethan Harris 

  781-883-1135 

 Webmaster@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com   

 

Club Regalia Sales Bob Padlowski 

  203-240-9512 
 Regalia@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Newsletter Editor Bill Unger  

  843-527-7840 
 Newsletters@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Social Media Editor Felicia Sachs  

  843-455-8273 
 SocialMedia@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Membership Chair Greg Hoch  

  843-357-2697 
 Membership@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Events Coordinator Jen Zangara 

  732-236-0582 

 Events@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com   

 

Advertising & Sponsorship Jack McLaughlin 

  914-329-6253 
 Media@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com  

Elloree (continued) 

 

 
Evening Unwind at Clark’s Inn, Santee, SC 

 

 
Brits on Display at Elloree Training Center 

 

(See Elloree next page)  

mailto:media@grandstrandbritishcarclub.com
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Elloree (continued) 

 
 

 
Tailgating British Style 

 

 

 

 

 
And the Winner of the Betting Pool Is … 

 
Jen Zangara !   
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GSBCC Monthly Meeting 

Mar. 8, 2025, Hopsewee Plantation 

by Jerry Schopp, Secretary 

photo credits Denise Robertson 

 
The March membership meeting of the 

Grand Strand British Car Club and the 

International Women’s Day Tea took place on 

Saturday, March 8th at the Hopsewee 

Plantation near Georgetown, SC.  It was a 

beautiful sunny day, and 25 members 

attended the meeting.  We engaged in 

conversations around the cars before 

enjoying a nice box lunch together on the 

plantation lawn.   

 

President Warren Bender elected to skip 

holding a formal meeting due to the small 

number of attendees. 

No vote was taken to waive the reading of 

the February membership meeting minutes.  

We did discuss that the 2025 GSBCC roster 

includes 105 members as of March 1, 2025. 

  

 
 

There is no GSBCC membership meeting 

scheduled for April due to the conflict with 

the annual Triumph Club of the Carolinas ”The 

Gathering” car show in Dobson, NC.  GSBCC 

monthly membership meetings will resume 

May 10th at the LaBelle Amie Vineyard in 

Little River, SC.  Activities start at 11:30AM 

and no advanced sign-up is required.  We hope 

to see many of you at the “The Gathering” 

and/or LaBelle Amie in May! 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Jerry Schopp, GSBCC Secretary 
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The 36th Annual Run to 

the Sun Car and Truck 

Show in Myrtle Beach 
photos credits Ethan Harris 

Famous Movie Cars Display 

 

 
 

 
Jerry Schopp’s Lotus Esprit as Seen in the 

James Bond Movie For Your Eyes Only

 
Jen & Larry’s Minis as Seen in the Movie 

The Italian Job 

Bill Unger’s Jaguar E-type and Ethan 

Harris’s MGB 
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I Tawt I Taw a 

Puddy Tat 
by Tom Hudson   

 

My wife Lily Grace and I are both Jaguar 

fans.  Not the four-footed variety, but the 

automotive sort.  Our interest in Jaguars 

comes from a few different sources. 

First, the darn things are just beautiful.  

Well, not all of them.  The 2007 and newer 

models are too Ford-like and bloated, without 

the sexy feline look of many of the earlier 

ones.  

But many of the earlier ones were works 

of art.  And, as LG will tell you, the E-Type is 

actually on exhibit, as a work of art, at the 

New York Metropolitan Art Museum.  She’ll 

also tell you that it is the most beautiful car 

Jaguar ever made, a claim that I hotly 

dispute.  

I think the E-type’s front end is done well, 

but the hood’s too long and the designers 

missed when they drew up the rear end.  The 

car looks a bit like someone kicked it in the 

rear.  The 1997-2006 XK-8 is, by my lights, a  

much better looking car than the E Type. 

Second, when I was at an age that had me 

idolizing my older brother Van, he came home 

from grad school to visit driving a Jaguar 

sedan.  Light gray with red hides, it was 

sedate and refined, it wasn’t at all racy 

looking, and the design wasn’t all that pretty, 

but it was classy as hell. It didn’t take much 

imagination to picture the Queen in the rear 

seat. It was the perfect ride for the 

handsome young nuclear physicist and his 

pretty new family. 

Then there was my brush with disaster.  

Newly married in 1964, I was in need of a car 

and came way too close for comfort to buying 

a used Jaguar XK150 roadster, black with tan 

hides, from an Atlanta car dealer.  He wanted 

$1,500 for it (a new 1964 Mustang, by 

comparison, then went for about $2,500).  

Thank God I didn’t buy the thing – the repair 

budget would have eaten me alive, and 

besides, I needed reliable transportation, not 

exactly the forte of the then-Jaguar 

factory.  But Lordy, was the thing beautiful! 

 
Then came Inspector Morse.  Both LG and 

I were fans of the BBC series by that title, 

watching it in no small part because of the 

black and red Jaguar sedan Morse drove – the 

one with the rearview mirrors on stalks 

mounted on the fenders, or “wings,” as the 

Brits like to call them.  The red-on-black 

paint job was a little flashy for a sedan, and 

not as classy as Van’s car, but classy 

nonetheless. 

After years of practicing law with really 

large firms, a group of lawyers and I in a 

specialized practice area formed our 

boutique law firm in 1997.  Immodestly, I’ll 

say that in our first year, we shot the lights 

out, doing a whole lot better than our 

proformas said we’d do, so I decided to 

reward myself with a new 1997 XK-8.  A 

maroon paint job deep enough to swim in, with 

a light tan interior and a tan top combined to 

make it the prettiest one I’d ever seen.   

(see Puddy Tat next page)  
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Puddy Tat (continued) 

 

I drove it for 5 years, putting 15,000 

miles on it, then sold it and put the money into 

stonework and more azaleas for Nancarles.  I 

almost instantly regretted doing so. 

While I owned that beauty, in the year 

2000, LG and I went to London, where I was 

attending a meeting of a car-leasing trade 

association I represented as counsel.  One of 

the association’s members was Ford Motor 

Company.  

Ford had purchased Jaguar maybe a 

decade earlier and had poured buckets of 

money into its new acquisition.  The Jaguar 

assembly plant in Coventry was, at the time, 

the newest auto assembly plant in Europe.  

Ford wanted to show it off and had arranged 

as a bit of conference entertainment a trip 

out to the factory to watch the assembly 

process.  

 
The factory was quite a piece of work, 

with the latest in machines and robots 

fetching parts from the “just-in-time” bins 

and attaching them as the car frames rolled 

down the line.  Everything in sight was new, 

with two exceptions.  The original 

woodworking shop and the original leather 

shop, staffed by the craftsmen who had been 

working there forever, were untouched.  I’m 

sure that there were more efficient ways of 

creating all the stunning woodwork and 

“fitting the hides,” but Ford knew the value 

of the smells of wood and leather and kept 

the shops as evidence of the storied Jaguar 

elegance, despite any inefficiencies they 

might have. 

It's fair to say that LG was smitten by the 

Jaguars as she watched them being 

assembled.  In particular, she took to the XJ-

8 Vanden Plas, the stretch version of the 

then flagship Jaguar sedan line.  It had an 

acre and a half of back seat room and 

legroom, and the swing-down walnut picnic 

tables were just too much for her to resist.  

When we returned to the states, she allowed 

as how she’d sure like to have one. 

Speaking from personal experience, I 

explained to her that you can break your neck 

stepping off the depreciation curve of a 

Jaguar you buy new, and that a new one was 

not in her future.  I told her I’d try to find 

one coming off a 3-year lease and still under 

warranty.  

Before I went searching, though, and 

mindful of Jaguar’s storied history of (usually 

electrical) unreliability, I called a friend who 

worked in Ford’s legal department and asked 

him about Jaguar reliability in general and 

specifically about whether Ford had tamed 

the electrical problems caused by the much 

maligned “Lucas, The Prince of Darkness” 

(maker of Jag’s electrics for decades - the 

Lucas company motto: “Home Before Dark”).  

He assured me that if I bought anything 

made by Jaguar after 1995, it would be about 

as reliable as the big Ford sedans.  That was 

good enough for me, so we bought a gold 1997 

Vanden Plas with 32K on the clock, paying 

$32,500.  LG drove it for maybe 15 years, 

without any significant problems.  

 

(see Puddy Tat next page)  
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Puddy Tat (continued) 

 

Then in about 2010, the old, clapped-out 

Chrysler Sebring convertible that had served 

as our beach car finally belched its last belch.  

Remembering my XK-8, I decided to try to 

find a used one to replace the Sebring.  Sure 

enough, an aging factory owner in 

Pennsylvania had accumulated a small 

collection of fancy cars, and then had 

developed some severe mobility problems.  He 

couldn’t get into and out of his 13,500-mile 

1998 silver XK-8 easily and was unable to 

drive it much.  Reluctantly, he declared it 

surplus, so I snapped it up.  Now LG and I 

again had “his and hers” Jaguars.  

But as LG’s VDP got older, I started 

fretting about the sorts of old-car reliability 

issues that aren’t brand-specific.  Finally, I 

suggested that LG go car shopping, and that 

she look at anything she thought would suit 

her. 

“Nope,” she said.  I like my car.  It’s classy.  

It fits me – I can reach everything in it.  It’s 

a fine road car and is in grand shape.  I don’t 

want another car.”  

LG’s Indian name is “Head Like a Brick.” 

 
OK, says I, “If I can find you that exact 

same car with a whole lot fewer miles on it, 

would that do?”  When she said she supposed 

it would, I went shopping again, and in about 

2015 scored a 1998 VDP, with 23,000 miles, 

for $13,500, this time in maroon with tan 

hides.  Prissily kept, it had been owned by a 

couple from Atlanta who were, believe it or 

not, older than we were. 

 
Then in the fall of 2019, my silver XK-8, 

by then still with only 32,000 miles, was 

totaled in the local grocery store parking lot 

by some yahoo in a Ford 150 pickup who 

backed up into me, spearing the hood with his 

trailer hitch and crumpling the grille and both 

headlamps.  After some protracted arm-

wrestling with State Farm, I ended up with a 

$13,000 check for the totaled car and went 

shopping again. 

 
Within a week, I found a 2006 XK-8, 

owned by a couple from Charleston, for 

$13,500.  Although I’d never liked blue cars, 

I had to admit that this one was a stunner, 

with the dark blue offset with white hides.  

It was much prettier than the silver one I’d 

lost, but it had a lot more mileage – just under 

90K.  The additional miles were compensated 

for to some degree by the fact that it was 8 

years newer than the ’98 I’d lost. 

(see Puddy Tat next page)  
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Puddy Tat (continued) 

 

 
Alas, however, Hurricane Ian drowned 

both my replacement convertible and LG's 

replacement sedan.  By this time, we'd 

switched insurance carriers to Hagerty, and 

after a smooth-as-silk claims process, checks 

in hand, I went shopping again. 

This time I found a 2001 sedan for LG 

with less than 50,000 miles on it, and a 

72,000-mile convertible for me.  The sedan 

threatened to become a problem at first, but 

finally, a new throttle body took care of the 

problem.  The convertible is a "20-foot car" - 

it looks great if you get no closer to it than 

20 feet, but a close inspection will reveal a 

not-quite-perfect paint job - perfect for the 

beach.  These two are our current cats. 

So that’s our Jaguar history. Beauty and 

class, and, as a reviewer claimed shortly after 

these models were introduced, "sex on 

wheels." If you decide you just have to own 

one, give me a ring and I’ll tell you about all 

my puddy tat adventures. 

 

 

Welcome to the Garage 
by Warren Bender, President 

“Welcome” to our newest GSBCC members ... 

 

Lynne Evans (Mar-2025) 

  lynne333@earthlink.net 

    cell 740-974-8650 

  Surfside Beach, SC 

   1977 Triumph Spitfire 

 

 
 

Rick and Faye Hannigan (Mar-2025) 

  rchannigan@aol.com 

    cell 704-661-2451 

  Mint Hill, NC 

   2010 Jaguar XK-R 
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Club Events & 

Meeting Locations 

(dates & locations subject to change) 
 

Have a suggestion for a place you’d like to visit? 

Contact Events Coordinator Jen Zangara 

Events@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com  

 

10-May-2025 Saturday, 10:00 am, Monthly 

Meeting La Belle Amie Vineyard, 1120 

Saint Joseph Rd., Little River, S.C. 

 

07-Jun-2024 Saturday, 11:00 am Monthly 

Meeting and Beaver Bar Cruise In, 3381 

Highway 17 Business, Murrells Inlet, SC. 

Trophy presentations and 50/50 raffle by 

DJ Cecil Chandler. 

 

12-Jul-2025 Saturday, 

11:00 am Monthly Meeting 

at Cali Bakers Firehouse 

& Grill, 910 Lake 

Arrowhead Rd, Myrtle 

Beach, SC.  

 

09-Aug-2025 Saturday, 11:30 

am Monthly Meeting at 

Joey's Clubhouse Grille, 

Tidewater Golf Club, 1400 Tidewater Dr, 

N. Myrtle Beach, SC. 

 

13-Sep-2025 Saturday, 11:30 am Monthly 

Meeting at California Dreaming, 2657 

Beaver Run Blvd, Surfside Beach, SC  

 

04-Oct-2025 Saturday, 9:00 a.m., GSBCC 

Britfest at The Market Common, annual 

car show, Myrtle Beach, SC. 

 
 

Oct-2025 no Monthly Meeting due to 

Britfest 

 

08-Nov-2025 Saturday, 11:30 am, Broadway 

Grand Prix Go Karts, 1820 21st Ave.,  N. 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

 

13-Dec-2025 5:00–9:00 pm Saturday, 

Monthly Meeting & Christmas Holiday 

Party, Sons and Daughters of Italy 

banquet hall, 7957 Moss Creek Rd., Myrtle 

Beach.  

 

//////////////////////////////////////// 

If you are planning to attend a 

show, race, or rally event and are 

looking for someone to hold the 

electric torch for you while you touch 

random wires under the scuttle to 

find which one energizes the starter 

motor, then send your contact info 

and plans in an email to the GSBCC 

Newsletter Editor 

Newsletters@GrandStrandBritis

hCarClub.com and it will be 

posted here. 
/////////////////////////////////////////

https://labelleamie.com/
https://www.myrtlebeachcarclub.com/events.html?event_display=month&event_date=2024-06&event_type=0#calendar_top
https://www.callibakersfirehouse.com/
https://www.callibakersfirehouse.com/
https://tidewatergolf.com/joeys-clubhouse-grille/
https://tidewatergolf.com/joeys-clubhouse-grille/
https://californiadreaming.rest/location/Surfside-Beach-SC/
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Other Events of 

Special Interest 
 

05-Apr-2025 British Car Club  

Midlands Center Carolina 

British Classic at the Tartan 

Day South Festival, Historic 

Columbia Speedway, 2001 Charleston 

Highway, Cayce, SC. Visit the website for 

more info.  

 

10-13-Apr-2025 South Central British Car 

Gathering, Shelton Vineyard, 

Dobson, NC, sponsored by 

TR Carolina Club includes 

TSD rally with Saturday 

concours 10am to 6pm.  

 

17-May-2025 8:30am–3pm 

Saturday, North Carolina MG 

Car Club’s Triangle British 

Classic Car Show, Raleigh, 

NC. 
 

31-May-2025 British 

Motoring Club of The 

Cape Fear (BMCCF) 

Annual Car Show.   More 

information will be posted 

on their website as it is finalized. 

 

18-Oct-2025 British Car Club of 

Charleston (BCCC) British Car Day, 

Charleston, SC. 

 
 

Bits ’n’ Pieces 

For Sale 
 

 
 

1980 MGB Parts for Sale Conv. top 

frame $75, rear lights $20, steering wheel 

and shaft $50, engine front plate $75, engine 

rear plate $100, flywheel $100, non-

overdrive 4 speed transmission $100, rebuilt 

HIF 4 carb set modified for ported vacuum 

$550.  left and right MGB doors with windows 

and vents $75 each, hood $75, 18V engine 

turns freely needs rebuilding $200, overflow 

brass tank $50, dashboard $50, rear cockpit 

surround $50, center console $30, complete 

front end $100, door hinges left and right 

sets $75/set. Many other parts available just 

ask. Call Bob Puttbach, Calabash NC 703-216-

1510. (May-2024) 

  

https://bccmc.com/carolina-classic-xvi/
https://bccmc.com/carolina-classic-xvi/
https://bccmc.com/carolina-classic-xvi/
https://triumphclub.org/wordpress/the-gathering/
https://triumphclub.org/wordpress/the-gathering/
https://www.sheltonvineyards.com/
https://www.ncmgcarclub.org/event-5929812
https://www.ncmgcarclub.org/event-5929812
https://www.ncmgcarclub.org/event-5929812
https://www.bmccf.org/2025-cape-fear-british-car-show/
https://www.bmccf.org/2025-cape-fear-british-car-show/
https://www.bmccf.org/2025-cape-fear-british-car-show/
https://www.bmccf.org/2025-cape-fear-british-car-show/
https://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/BritishCarDay2025/BCD2025.html
https://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/BritishCarDay2025/BCD2025.html
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Whole Cars For Sale 
 

1953 MG TD (photo below) Recent 

inspection by Ed Lamb.  Contact Keith 

Fishlinger at email kfishlinger@gmail.com or 

tel 610-209-9916. (Jan-22) 

 

 
 

1962 MGA (photos below) Mint condition. 

Reduced to  $17,000 or best offer. Belonged 

to deceased GSBCC member Ron Kazmierski. 

Contact Heather Druckenmiller at email 

nittany942@ptd.net. (Oct-24) 

 

 
///////////////////////////////////////// 

Send your Cars For Sale, Bits ‘n’ 

Pieces, Wanteds, Drag It Away, 

Please, Rodents Have Taken Up 

Long Term Residence in My British 

Restoration Project, and Free to a 

Good Home with a Warm Garage 

along with attached JPEG photos ... as 

well as any updates to current listings 

.... to the GSBCC Newsletter Editor at 

Newsletters@GrandStrandBr

itishCarClub.com 
/////////////////////////////////////// 
 

 (see Whole Cars next page)  
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Whole Cars (continued) 

1970 MGB Roadster (photos below) 

Great restoration. Re-built engine features 

high performance camshaft, MSX aluminum 

Crossflow cylinder head, twin side-draft 

Weber DCOE 40 carburetors, PECO exhaust 

system. Wire wheels, tonneau cover, soft top. 

Distinctive custom paint. rare split rear 

bumper. $22,500, OBO. 818-653-6884 ask 

for Dave. (Nov-24) 

 

 

 

1989 Jaguar XJS (photos below) V-12, 

runs fine but needs some beauty treatment. 

Some rust, no transmission issues, needs 

brakes. Box of spare parts worth over $1,000 

including Lucas cruise control module and 

original and new manuals. Belonged to 

deceased GSBCC member Bill Pound. Make 

offer. Contact Kerry Pound at tel. (615) 879-

4688 or ferrarigirl45@yahoo.com. (Mar-25)  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

(see Whole Cars next page 
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Whole Cars (continued) 

 

1960 MGA (photos below) Full body-off 

restoration started, rust removed, firewall 

replaced, body primed, seats replaced, engine 

worked on and running. Purchase includes car 

and parts. Located in North Carolina. 

Belonged to deceased GSBCC member Tom 

Knight. Contact Juli Knight tel. 704-562-

4763 or email knight082893@gmail.com. (Mar-

25) 

 

 

 

 

2007 Triumph Bonneville Speedmaster 

(photo below) Only 3085 miles. Last year of 

the carbs. 12k invested. must sell due to 

illness. Stored indoors, started every month. 

Oil changed once a year. Starts right up. Call 

Jim Hendricks 843-655-3873 for more info. 
(Jan-25) 

 

 

Wanted 

 

1275 cc Engine for MG Midget Contact 

Shane Shelly at tel. 843-333-3696 or email 

shaneshelly6@gmail.com. (Feb-24) 

 

Engine Head for 1976 MGB  Contact 

James Smoker tel. 814-203-7333 or email 

smokestruckrepair@hotmail.com (Apr-24) 

 

Carburettor Linkage for a 1978 Midget 

1500 Zenith-Stromberg 150-CD4T. Contact 

Alan Morgan at tel. 843-514-2259 or email 

armorgan1945@gmail.com (Apr-25) 

 

 




