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Inside This Issue  
(maybe, maybe not) 

 This Month’s Feature Article 

 GSBCC Officers and Committee Chairs 

 Welcome New Members to Our Garage 

 The Prez’s View Through The Bug Spatter 

 Monthly Meeting Minutes 

 Spotlight on Our Fellow Club Members 

 Club & Special Interest Events 

 Tool Box Technical Notes 

 For Sale, Wanteds, Services, Free, Etc. 

 Ran When Wrecked and Abandoned 

 Enlightening Member Meanderings 

 Occasional Drips and Leakages 

 This Month’s Meeting  
12-Jul-2025 Saturday, 11:30 am Monthly 

Meeting at Calli Baker’s Firehouse Bar & 

Grill, 910 Lake Arrowhead Rd, Myrtle 

Beach, SC. No sign up required. 



Click Below Links for Quick Access  
Website: Grand Strand British Car Club 

Calendar of Events: Calendar 

Subscribe: Newsletter & Events Reminder 

New Membership: Join 

Facebook: GSBCC Private Member Page

How a Smiths 

Instruments Voltage 

Stabilizer Works 

by Bill Unger, Newsletter Editor 
 

Typical late model Smiths fuel, 

temperature, and oil pressure gauges use a 

bimetallic strip to move a pointer needle 

across the dial face.  Depending on the 

voltage applied to the wire windings around 

the bimetallic strip, the amount of heat 

produced will vary, and thus the gauge 

readings will vary.  

 
Unfortunately, battery voltage is not 

stable and can vary widely (~10-12.5 V) when 

the engine is not running depending on the 

battery’s condition.  Also, battery voltage will 

increase significantly with alternator output 

(~14.5 V) when the engine is running.  This 

variation is not so important for engine 

temperature and oil pressure readings since 

you only need to know those readings when 

the engine is running.  But fuel level is 

important when the ignition switch is first 

energized.  Therefore, all of the Smiths 

gauges were manufactured for accurate 

readings as if they received a steady 10 volts 

input.           (see Voltage next page)  

https://www.callibakersfirehouse.com/
https://www.callibakersfirehouse.com/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/calendar/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/subscribe-to-newsletter/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/join/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/253886088011603
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Officers and Committee Chairs 
President Warren Bender  

  843-756-1893   
 President@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Vice President Bill Unger  

  843-527-7840 
 VP@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Secretary Jerry Schopp 

  317-619-0567 
 Secretary@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Treasurer Steve Hertel 

  843-903-0271 
 Treasurer@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Communications Director, 

Webmaster Ethan Harris 

  781-883-1135 

 Webmaster@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com   

 

Club Regalia Sales Morris Hankins 

  859-533-2153 
 Regalia@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Newsletter Editor Bill Unger  

  843-527-7840 
 Newsletters@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Social Media Editor Felicia Sachs  

  843-455-8273 
 SocialMedia@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Membership Chair Greg Hoch  

  843-357-2697 
 Membership@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Events Coordinator Jen Zangara 

  732-236-0582 

 Events@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com   

 

Advertising & Sponsorship Jack McLaughlin 

  914-329-6253 
 Media@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com  

(Voltage continued) 

 
Original Smiths Instruments Voltage Stabilizer at Front; 

“B” Battery + Input Wires on Left Side;  
“I” Output to Instruments Wire on Right Side 

 

In order to “stabilize” the voltage to 10 V 

for consistent readings, Smiths introduced 

the instruments voltage stabilizer.  Encased 

in the housing is a simple mechanical breaker 

point system (like that of a mechanical 

electrical relay) which, when the vehicle’s 

voltage is applied (i.e. ignition switch “on”) to 

wire windings around a bimetallic strip, heat 

builds up, bends the strip, and eventually 

opens the breaker points.  This break in the 

circuit interrupts the electrical flow between 

the “B” (battery +) input and the “I” 

(instrument) output to the gauges. 

With the circuit now open, the bimetallic 

strip cools and bends back to make the 

breaker points contact again. Thus, the 

voltage stabilizer only puts out the same 

voltage as the battery input and never 

actually 10 volts.  The term “stabilizer” is a 

bit of a misnomer as it is more like an average 

voltage output.   

As the breaker points rapidly open and 

close, current is alternately applied and 

disrupted to a gauge’s bimetallic strip which 

is a bit slow to respond to the fractional 

heating and cooling cycle, and thus the gauge 

needle appears stable. 

(see Voltage next page)  

mailto:media@grandstrandbritishcarclub.com
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(Voltage continued) 

  
Voltmeter Steady 12.5 Volt Output to the Gauges 

Indicating Internal Breaker Point May Be Welded Closed 
 

One problem arising with the original 

Smiths voltage stabilizer is that the breaker 

points may weld together allowing the full 

battery voltage to be transmitted to the 

gauges at all times.  Or the internal contact 

tab may corrode and lose ground to the metal 

housing preventing the bimetallic strip to 

heat and bend.  Or the insulating wrappings 

of the wire windings may disintegrate, flake 

off, and cause short circuits. 

  
Casing Removed on Left; Internal Breaker Points Plate 

on Right Showing Grounding Tab 
 

  
Green Wire Windings Around Bimetallic Metal Strip

 

So there are several mechanical parts 

that can break and go wrong. These 

components were not intended to last 50+ 

years.  Fortunately, there are now 

aftermarket units with fully electronic 

internal components fitted into original 

appearance casings that actually maintain a 

steady 10 volts output to the gauges.  They 

are less expensive than sending the gauges 

out to be rebuilt, easy to replace, and can 

save a lot of time initially trying to diagnose 

inaccurate readings. 

  
Original Smiths Instruments Voltage Stabilizer on Left; 

Replacement Aftermarket Electronic Voltage 
Transformer on Right 

 

 
Voltmeter Reading Constant 10 Volts Output from the  

Replacement Transformer to the Gauges 
 

Note, however, that even new replacement 

units can have problems.  The unit that I 

recently purchased had a loose input spade 

because of a cold solder.  Much easier to 

check and repair the solder before installing 

in the car! 
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Britfest Raffle Baskets 
by Susan McLaughlin & Lori Coltrin, 

Britfest Basket Committee 
 

Our sincere thanks to all our generous 

members for basket promises received.  

At this time we are expecting 17 baskets. 

Please sign up at our July meeting even if you 

are undecided about the contents or theme 

of your basket. Donations from tickets sales 

in the past have been an important fund-

raising event for the club and we are hopeful 

it will be the case again this year.  

Containers and suggestion lists will be 

available at each meeting through August, and 

we will be happy to receive your baskets at 

any time.  

Baskets must be submitted by our 

September 13 club meeting as Britfest is on 

October 4th !!! If you hava completed 

shopping for your basket, please bring it to 

our July meeting at Callie Baker’s Firehouse 

Bar & Grill.  It’s always helpful to have them 

in hand sooner rather than later! 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

Thank you for your help,  

Susan McLaughlin & Lori Coltrin 

 

Britfest Advertising Flyer 
by Jack McLaughlin,  

Advertising & Sponsorship 
 

Here is a link by which you can access a 

"Britfest Registration is Open" flyer with a 

link to the Britfest website registration 

page.  You can download the flyer, print, and 

share with friends or hand them out for 

posting at auto parts stores, etc. 

 

https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/2

025-10-04-britfest-poster-flyer/  

 
  

https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/2025-10-04-britfest-poster-flyer/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/2025-10-04-britfest-poster-flyer/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/2025-10-04-britfest-poster-flyer/
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GSBCC Monthly Meeting 

June 7, 2025, The Beaver Bar, 

Murrells Inlet, sc 

by Jerry Schopp, Secretary 

photo credits Ethan Harris 
 

The June meeting of the Grand Strand 

British Car Club was called to order at 

approximately 11:33 AM on Saturday, June 

7th by President Warren Bender.  It was a 

beautiful morning, and the parking lot was 

packed with meticulously restored examples 

of classic cars from several local car clubs in 

addition to the GSBCC. There were 46 GSBCC 

members & spouses attending the occasion 

and 18 British classic cars on display. Music 

and a charity raffle were provided by Cecil 

Chandler. 

No vote was taken to waive the reading of 

the May membership meeting minutes.  

Although the meeting was held inside the bar, 

the loud music outside made it difficult for 

the presenters and for the members to hear 

what was being presented. 

Warren Bender opened the meeting with 

several announcements.  First, it was that 

Morris Hankins assumed the role of Regalia 

Chair, replacing Bob Padlowski who resigned 

due to illness. He followed with a recap of 

Britfest planning completed to date, noting 

that the next planning session would be June 

10 at the Socastee library and all interested 

members were welcome to attend. 

Warren then raised the topic of needing a 

member to step up and assume the leadership 

role of Events Chair for 2026.  He reminded 

membership that the 2025 annual events 

calendar had been established in advance by 

Jenn Zangara, but that another member is 

desperately needed to fill this role starting 

in 2026 as Jenn steps down.  If no one comes 

forward to accept this responsibility, the 

continuation of scheduled monthly club 

meetings and events will be in jeopardy.  Club 

membership was notified before the end of 

2024 that the Events Chair position was 

being vacated, and extensive effort has been 

expended by the BOD since that time to 

encourage a current member to sign up.  

However, as of this June membership 

meeting the role is still unfilled. 

Webmaster Ethan Harris announced that 

online registration for Britfest 2025 was 

open as of June 1st and he encouraged 

members to sign up early.  He also explained 

that an email would be sent to all active 

members within a week requesting their vote 

on changes to the GSBCC Bylaws.  Those 

proposed changes were communicated to club 

membership at the May meeting and an 

affirmative pre-vote conducted authorizing 

the BOD to proceed with a full membership 

vote in June. 

Regalia Chair Morris Hankins addressed 

the group on several topics including that (4) 

food trucks had been secured for Britfest 

and that members could assist in aggregating 

door prizes by inquiring with restaurant 

managers for food vouchers when they visit 

their favorite restaurants. 

Britfest Baskets Chair Susan McLaughlin 

was happy to announce that 17 members had 

already signed up to provide Britfest raffle 

baskets this year.  More are needed and 

Susan has empty baskets available at club 

meetings for those who want to participate. 

Media Chair Jack McLaughlin informed 

the group that a one-page Britfest 2025 

flyer had been created and is available on the 

website for download.   

(see Monthly Meeting next page)  
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(Monthly Meeting continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

These flyers could be distributed by 

members and posted an local businesses as 

club advertising. 

Vice President & Newsletter Chair Bill 

Unger requested members to submit articles 

for the July newsletter and beyond, stating 

that input from membership has been slim 

and new stories about member activities are 

scarce.   

Following all other reports, Warren 

Bender opened the floor for those present to 

comment and make suggestions.  Several 

members spoke up recommending car shows 

at local schools, diagnostic sessions, traveling 

to other club shows in North Carolina, 

participating in local weekly cruise-ins and 

even attending theatrical performances.  All 

of these were acknowledged as great ideas.  

However, at the end of the open discussion, 

no one volunteered to take the lead to create 

an actual club activity from any of the 

suggestions.  

There were no additional reports from the 

remaining club officers or chairs. 

The next GSBCC Membership Meeting 

will be held 11:30AM – 2:30PM Saturday July 

12th at Cali Baker’s Firehouse Grill in Myrtle 

Beach.  Details are available on the GSBCC 

website 

The June GSBCC membership meeting was 

adjourned at 12:00 PM. 

Please continue to make frequent visits to 

our GSBCC Website to stay informed of local 

events of interest both within and outside 

our immediate community as well as accessing 

links to sign up for participation. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Jerry Schopp, GSBCC Secretary
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Welcome to the Garage 
by Warren Bender, President 

“Welcome” to our newest GSBCC members ... 

 

Vincent and MJ Coltellino (June-2025) 

  Vancecolte@gmail.com 

    cell 631-805-1940 

  Myrtle Beach, SC 

   1980 Triumph Spitfire 

 

 
 

 

 

Bill and Terri Rupp (June-2025) 

  3000wfr@gmail.com 

    cell (843) 415-1133 

  Myrtle Beach, SC 

   2015 Jaguar XK Dynamic R 

 
Lawrence Morina (June-2025) 
  larrymorina@gmail.com 

    cell (561) 290-9960 

  Little River, SC 

   1977 MGB 

 
Stan Fabian (June-2025) 

  stanfabian@aol.com 

    cell (843) 520-6400 

  Georgetown, SC 

   1972 Triumph TR6 
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British Motor Club of 

Cape Fear Car Show 

May 2025  
photos by Ethan Harris, Comm. Dir. 
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Club Events & 

Meeting Locations 
(dates & locations subject to change) 

 

Have a suggestion for a place you’d like to visit? 

Contact Events Coordinator at 

Events@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com  

 

12-Jul-2025 Saturday, 

11:30 am Monthly Meeting 

at Calli Bakers Firehouse 

Bar & Grill, 910 Lake 

Arrowhead Rd, Myrtle 

Beach, SC. No sign up required. 

 

09-Aug-2025 Saturday, 11:30 

am Monthly Meeting at 

Joey's Clubhouse Grille at 

Tidewater Golf Club, 1400 Tidewater Dr, 

N. Myrtle Beach, SC. No sign up required. 

 

13-Sep-2025 Saturday, 11:30 am Monthly 

Meeting at California Dreaming, 2657 

Beaver Run Blvd, Surfside Beach, SC.  

 

 
 

03-Oct-2025 Friday, 4:00-

6:00 p.m., Britfest Drop-

In Welcome Reception at 

Tidal Creek Brewhouse, 

The Market Common,  3421 

Knoles St., Myrtle Beach, SC.  No sign up 

required.  

 

04-Oct-2025 Saturday, 9:00 a.m., GSBCC 

Britfest at The Market Common, annual 

car show, Myrtle Beach, SC.  

 
 

Oct-2025 No Monthly Meeting due to 

Britfest. 

 

08-Nov-2025 Saturday, 11:30 am, Monthly 

Meeting and go karting at Broadway 

Grand Prix Go Karts, 1820 21st Ave.,  N. 

Myrtle Beach, SC. 

 
 

(NOTE: Date Correction!) 

12-Dec-2025 5:00–9:00 pm Friday, Monthly 

Meeting & Christmas Holiday Party, Sons 

and Daughters of Italy banquet hall, 7957 

Moss Creek Rd., Myrtle Beach.  

 

10-Jan-2026 Saturday, 11:30 am Monthly 

Meeting at Tide Beach Bar, The Litchfield 

Inn, 1 Norris Dr., Pawleys Island, SC. 

Advance reservations required.  

https://www.callibakersfirehouse.com/
https://www.callibakersfirehouse.com/
https://tidewatergolf.com/joeys-clubhouse-grille/
https://tidewatergolf.com/joeys-clubhouse-grille/
https://californiadreaming.rest/location/Surfside-Beach-SC/
https://tidalcreekbrewhouse.com/
https://www.broadwayatthebeach.com/property/broadway-grand-prix/
https://www.broadwayatthebeach.com/property/broadway-grand-prix/
https://www.tidetotablerestaurant.com/tide-beach-bar-food-menu/
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Other Events of 

Special Interest 
17-May-2025 8:30am–3pm 

Saturday, North Carolina MG 

Car Club’s Triangle British 

Classic Car Show, Raleigh, 

NC. 
 

31-May-2025 British 

Motoring Club of The 

Cape Fear (BMCCF) 

Annual Car Show.   More 

information will be posted 

on their website as it is finalized. 

 

18-Oct-2025 British Car Club of 

Charleston (BCCC) British Car Day, 

Charleston, SC. 

 
 

//////////////////////////////////////// 

If you are planning to attend a show, 

race, or rally event and are looking for 

someone to hold the electric torch for you 

while you touch random wires under the 

scuttle to find which one energizes the 

starter motor, then send your contact info 

and plans in an email to the GSBCC 

Newsletter Editor 
Newsletters@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

and it will be posted here. 

/////////////////////////////////////////

Bits ’n’ Pieces 

For Sale 
 

 
 

1980 MGB Parts for Sale Conv. top 

frame $75, rear lights $20, steering wheel 

and shaft $50, engine front plate $75, engine 

rear plate $100, flywheel $100, non-

overdrive 4 speed transmission $100, rebuilt 

HIF 4 carb set modified for ported vacuum 

$550.  left and right MGB doors with windows 

and vents $75 each, hood $75, 18V engine 

turns freely needs rebuilding $200, overflow 

brass tank $50, dashboard $50, rear cockpit 

surround $50, center console $30, complete 

front end $100, door hinges left and right 

sets $75/set. Many other parts available just 

ask. Call Bob Puttbach, Calabash NC 703-216-

1510. (May-2024) 

  

https://www.ncmgcarclub.org/event-5929812
https://www.ncmgcarclub.org/event-5929812
https://www.ncmgcarclub.org/event-5929812
https://www.bmccf.org/2025-cape-fear-british-car-show/
https://www.bmccf.org/2025-cape-fear-british-car-show/
https://www.bmccf.org/2025-cape-fear-british-car-show/
https://www.bmccf.org/2025-cape-fear-british-car-show/
https://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/BritishCarDay2025/BCD2025.html
https://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/BritishCarDay2025/BCD2025.html
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Whole Cars For Sale 
 

1953 MG TD (photo below) Recent 

inspection by Ed Lamb.  Contact Keith 

Fishlinger at email kfishlinger@gmail.com or 

tel 610-209-9916. (Jan-22) 

 

 
 

1962 MGA (photos below) Mint condition. 

Reduced to  $17,000 or best offer. Belonged 

to deceased GSBCC member Ron Kazmierski. 

Contact Heather Druckenmiller at email 

nittany942@ptd.net. (Oct-24) 

 

 
///////////////////////////////////////// 

Send your Cars For Sale, Bits ‘n’ 

Pieces, Wanteds, Drag It Away, 

Please, Rodents Have Taken Up 

Long Term Residence in My British 

Restoration Project, and Free to a 

Good Home with a Warm Garage 

along with attached JPEG photos ... as 

well as any updates to current listings 

.... to the GSBCC Newsletter Editor at 

Newsletters@GrandStrandBr

itishCarClub.com 
/////////////////////////////////////// 
 

 (see Whole Cars next page)  
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Whole Cars (continued) 

1970 MGB Roadster (photos below) 

Great restoration. Re-built engine features 

high performance camshaft, MSX aluminum 

Crossflow cylinder head, twin side-draft 

Weber DCOE 40 carburetors, PECO exhaust 

system. Wire wheels, tonneau cover, soft top. 

Distinctive custom paint. rare split rear 

bumper. $13,000, OBO. 818-653-6884 ask 

for Dave. (Nov-24) 

 

 

 

1989 Jaguar XJS (photos below) V-12, 

runs fine but needs some beauty treatment. 

Some rust, no transmission issues, needs 

brakes. Box of spare parts worth over $1,000 

including Lucas cruise control module and 

original and new manuals. Belonged to 

deceased GSBCC member Bill Pound. Make 

offer. Contact Kerry Pound at tel. (615) 879-

4688 or ferrarigirl45@yahoo.com. (Mar-25)  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

(see Whole Cars next page 
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Whole Cars (continued) 

 

1960 MGA (photos below) Full body-off 

restoration started, rust removed, firewall 

replaced, body primed, seats replaced, engine 

worked on and running. Purchase includes car 

and parts. Located in North Carolina. 

Belonged to deceased GSBCC member Tom 

Knight. Contact Juli Knight tel. 704-562-

4763 or email knight082893@gmail.com. (Mar-

25) 

 

2007 Triumph Bonneville Speedmaster 

(photo below) Only 3085 miles. Last year of 

the carbs. 12k invested. must sell due to 

illness. Stored indoors, started every month. 

Oil changed once a year. Starts right up. Call 

Jim Hendricks 843-655-3873 for more info. 
(Jan-25) 

Wanted 

Late MGB Cast Iron Exhaust 

Manifold Donation preferred for a 

teenager's project car located on Tybee 

Island.  If you can help, please contact Dave 

at dave@britishcarclubcharleston.com.  Let's 

keep the passion alive for the next 

generation! (Jun-25) 

 

1275 cc Engine for MG Midget Contact 

Shane Shelly at tel. 843-333-3696 or email 

shaneshelly6@gmail.com. (Feb-24) 

 

Engine Head for 1976 MGB  Contact 

James Smoker tel. 814-203-7333 or email 

smokestruckrepair@hotmail.com (Apr-24) 

 

Carburettor Linkage for a 1978 Midget 

1500 Zenith-Stromberg 150-CD4T. Contact 

Alan Morgan at tel. 843-514-2259 or email 

armorgan1945@gmail.com (Apr-25) 





It’s British Car Day again in Charleston, SC... 

The British Car Club of Charleston cordially invites you to 

attend their 40th Anniversary celebration of British Car Day 

on October 18, 2025, at Palmetto Island County Park in 

historic Mt. Pleasant, SC. 

 

• Expect to see over 150 classic British automobiles on display. 

• The Spotlight Marques are Rolls-Royce and Bentley. For additional 

Spotlight information contact millie.horton2@gmail.com. 

• Pre-British Car Day activities on Friday, October 17th include a morning 

drive to Freshfields Village on Kiawah Island, an afternoon Authentic 

British Tea at McLeod Plantation, with a Plantation Tour. 

• Registration information, details about the weekend’s events, and 

event hotels can be found at www.BritishCarClubCharleston.com. 

• For vendor and/or sponsorship information contact Dave Rosato at 

Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com  
 

Mark your calendars now for October 17th and 18th, 2025; make Charleston 

your British car show destination city this fall. 

mailto:millie.horton2@gmail.com
http://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/
mailto:Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com
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Member Recommended Service Providers           

 

Body & Paint 

  

 
 

Parts (New & Salvage) 
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Detailing & Coatings 

  

 
 

Locksmiths 

 
 



The Journal of Loose Nuts and Broken Spokes 
Member Recommended Service Providers           

 

Glass 

 

  
 

Lubricants 
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Interior, Upholstery, Tops 
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Machining & Metal Work          Radiators 

  
Tires and Wheels 
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Mechanical Repair 

 

  

     Associations                Miscellaneous 

  


