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 This Month’s Meeting  
09-Aug-2025 Saturday, 11:30 am Monthly 

Meeting at Joey's Clubhouse Grille at 

Tidewater Golf Club, 1400 Tidewater Dr, 

N. Myrtle Beach, SC. No sign up required. 



Click Below Links for Quick Access  
Website: Grand Strand British Car Club 

Calendar of Events: Calendar 

Subscribe: Newsletter & Events Reminder 

New Membership: Join 

Facebook: GSBCC Private Member Page

Current Sensing 

Tachometers and 

Electronic Ignition 

Systems 
by Bill Unger, Newsletter Editor 

 

 
 

Over the decades, many of our older 

British autos have been converted to modern 

electronic ignition systems for dependability 

and lack of any required maintenance.  But be 

aware that the installation of such an 

electronic ignition may cause erratic 

operation of your current sensing tachometer 

due to the higher coil current.  If you have 

noticed that your tachometer does not seem 

to match your engine speed, the tachometer 

may need to be recalibrated or might possibly 

need modification of the current pickup to 

eliminate the problem. 

    (see Tachometer next page) 

https://tidewatergolf.com/joeys-clubhouse-grille/
https://tidewatergolf.com/joeys-clubhouse-grille/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/calendar/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/subscribe-to-newsletter/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/join/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/253886088011603


The Journal of Loose Nuts and Broken Spokes ™ 
GSBCC’s NEWSLETTER       August 2025                       page 2 

Officers and  

Committee Chairs 
 

President Warren Bender  

  843-756-1893   
 President@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Vice President Bill Unger  

  843-527-7840 
 VP@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Secretary Jerry Schopp 

  317-619-0567 
 Secretary@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Treasurer Steve Hertel 

  843-903-0271 
 Treasurer@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Communications Director, 

Webmaster Ethan Harris 

  781-883-1135 

 Webmaster@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com   

 

Club Regalia Sales Morris Hankins 

  859-533-2153 
 Regalia@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Newsletter Editor Bill Unger  

  843-527-7840 
 Newsletters@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Membership Chair Greg Hoch  

  843-357-2697 
 Membership@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Events Coordinator Jen Zangara 

  732-236-0582 

 Events@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com   

 

Advertising & Sponsorship Jack McLaughlin 

  914-329-6253 
 Media@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com  

(Tachometer continued) 

There are three types of Smiths 

tachometers: mechanical, current sensing, 

and electronic pulse sensing. 

Older mechanical tachometers use a 

drive cable from the engine to rotate a 

magnetic disk in proximity to a spring biased 

steel cup mounted in needle bearings and 

attached to a pointer needle.  The rotation 

induces eddy currents in the aluminum cup 

creating a “drag” force which rotates the cup 

against the bias spring and moves the pointer 

needle on the gauge face.  If you have a drive 

cable connected somewhere on the engine and 

running into the dash, then you can ignore the 

rest of this article. 

Newer electronic pulse sensing 

tachometers, used on most cars after the 

1960s, are electrical devices with a sensor 

wire connected to the ignition coil’s negative 

terminal.  During operation of the ignition 

system, the voltage in the sensor wire will 

pulse between ground and the ignition coil’s 

supply voltage.  Electronics inside the 

tachometer monitor these pulses and 

converts them into an electrical signal to 

move the gauge’s pointer needle.  Smiths 

tachometers of this type are identified by 

the small letters “RVC” appearing at the 

bottom of the gauge face.  This article does 

not cover RVC tachs. 

In between the two types above are 

current sensing tachometers, used on many 

British cars through the 1960s, which are 

electrical devices in which the current for 

the engine’s ignition coil passes through the 

instrument.  Either attached to the back of 

the gauge or contained within its housing, a 

sensing wire is looped through an induction 

coil.  

    (see Tachometer next page)  

mailto:media@grandstrandbritishcarclub.com
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(Tachometer continued) 

 

Electronics inside the tachometer monitor 

the current from the induction loop and 

convert it into an electrical signal to move the 

instrument’s pointer needle.  Smiths 

tachometers of this type are identified by 

the small letters “RVI” appearing at the 

bottom of the gauge face. 

 

How to Recalibrate a Current Sensing 

(RVI) Tachometer 

 

1) Remove the tachometer from the 

instrument panel by unscrewing the thumb 

nuts from the threaded studs holding the 

retaining brackets. Remove the brackets and 

pull the gauge out of the instrument panel 

hole.  Remove the light bulbs, unplug the 

wiring harness by pulling out the plastic 

retainer, and remove the gauge from the 

dash. 

 

 
Smiths RVI (Current Sensing) Tachometer on Left 

 

2. Using a rubber jar lid gripper, push down 

on the bezel and twist while holding the gauge 

housing.  If needed, pry the tabs a bit with a 

small screwdriver or tap lightly.  Rotate the 

bezel until the tabs align with notches in the 

housing and lift off.   

 

 
Bezel, Glass, O-ring Removed from Tachometer 

Housing (note plastic harness plug retainer) 
 

3) With the bezel and glass removed, place 

the gauge upside down on a soft towel, 

remove the retaining screws from the back, 

and lift off the housing. 

 

 
Tachometer Internal Mechanism Removed from Housing 

 
Wires Looped Through the Induction Coil of a RVI 

(Current Sensing) Tachometer 

 

    (see Tachometer next page) 
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(Tachometer continued) 

 

4) Reattach the tachometer wiring harness 

from the dash to the back of the gauge.  

Attach an alligator clip ground wire to the 

metal chassis of the gauge and the car’s 

chassis.  Attach a dwell meter set to RPMs in 

order to determine the actual engine speed.   

5) With the engine on and while holding the 

gauge in the same orientation as when 

installed, recalibrate the tachometer by 

adjusting the slotted yellow calibration screw 

on the back of the tachometer until the RPM 

reading of the tachometer matches the RPM 

reading of the dwell meter.  You can test 

several RPM speeds, but 4,000 RPM is a 

reasonable engine speed to use for the 

calibration.  

 

 
Slotted Yellow Plastic Calibration Adjustment Screw. 

 

5. Reassemble the tachometer and reinstall 

the gauge in the instrument panel.  Check all 

wiring connections and be sure that the plug 

is fully engaged and locked in place. 

 

But What If My Tachometer Still Does 

Not Read Correctly? 

 

In some cases the tachometer still will not 

read the correct RPM after adjusting the 

calibration screw on the back.  If the  reading 

is high, solder a resistor into the tachometer 

wire to reduce the signal level.  Use a 10K ohm 

½ watt (or as low as 1K ohm) purchased from 

an electronics supplier.  Then repeat the 

recalibration steps 4 and 5 above. 

 

 

Britfest Basket Update 
by Susan McLaughlin & Lori Coltrin, 

Britfest Basket Committee 
 

The clock is ticking!!  Britfest is upon us!!  

Members have signed up to donate 18 baskets 

and 6 have been returned thus far.  For those 

who have turned in their baskets, we are most 

grateful… it takes some time to arrange all 

the goodies in an attractive (and secure) 

manner.  The basket raffle is one of our most 

lucrative endeavors and it generates a great 

deal of excitement in our out of town guests 

as they never fail to comment on the variety 

of offerings and creativity of the basket 

donors.  It’s no overstatement that the 

basket raffle is a win-win in every way!!  

Empty containers with suggestion lists will 

be available one last time at our next meeting 

on 8/9/2025 at Joey’s Clubhouse & Grille at 

Tidewater Golf Club in North Myrtle Beach.  

With all the thoughtful and generous 

donations, it is a huge job to arrange and wrap 

all these treasures, so please don’t forget to 

bring them to our September meeting on 

9/11/2025 at California Dreaming.   

 

Thank you so much for your participation! 

Susan McLaughlin & Lori Coltrin,  

Britfest Basket Committee  
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GSBCC Monthly Meeting 

July 12, 2025, Cali Baker’s, Myrtle 

Beach by Jerry Schopp, Secretary 

photo credits Ethan Harris 

 

 

The July meeting of the Grand Strand 

British Car Club was called to order at 

approximately 11:35 AM on Saturday, July 

12th by Secretary Jerry Schopp.  It was a 

hot and humid, but sunny morning. There were 

28 GSBCC members & spouses attending the 

occasion and 15 British classic cars on display. 

Two new members attended the meeting for 

the first time, including Rob Jones and Bill & 

Terri Rupp. 

An affirmative vote was taken to waive 

the reading of the June membership meeting 

minutes. 

Secretary Jerry Schopp opening the 

meeting by welcoming the new members in 

attendance and noting that the GSBCC now 

has 118 active members.  He explained that 

Warren & Stancy Bender, as well as Bill 

Unger, were unable to attend for personal 

reasons. 

Webmaster Ethan Harris announced that 

online registration for Britfest 2025 was up 

to 27 cars as of that morning. 

Regalia Chair Morris Hankins provided 

shirts and hats for sale and several members 

made purchases from the stock he brought 

for the meeting. 

Britfest Baskets Chair Susan McLaughlin 

was happy to announce that 17 members had 

signed up to provide Britfest raffle baskets 

this year and 7 had already been delivered to 

her.  More are needed and Susan has empty 

baskets available at club meetings for those 

who want to participate.Media Chair Jack 

McLaughlin requested that members look 

through their old stock of excess parts and 

submit them for the Britfest Auto-Jumble.  

A few members had delivered parts to Jack 

during the meeting. 

Patsy Hoch mentioned that the English 

Tea would be repeated again for Britfest 

2025. 

There were no additional reports from the 

remaining club officers or chairs. 

The next GSBCC Membership Meeting 

will be held 11:30AM – 2:30PM Saturday 

August 9th at Joey’s Clubhouse Grill at 

Tidewater Golf Club in North Myrtle Beach.  

Details are available on the GSBCC website 

The July GSBCC membership meeting was 

adjourned at 11:48 AM. 

Please continue to make frequent visits to 

our GSBCC Website to stay informed of local 

events of interest both within and outside 

our immediate community as well as accessing 

links to sign up for participation. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Jerry Schopp, GSBCC Secretary 
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Welcome to the Garage 
by Warren Bender, President 

“Welcome” to our newest GSBCC members ... 

 

Tracy and Dorenda Truesdale (June-2025) 

  mttdgt@gmail.com 

    cell (864) 559-3160 

  Longs, SC 

   1968 MGB  

 
Robert Cook, Jr. (July-2025) 
  oor00762@gmail.com 

    cell (860) 558-6759 

  Port Wentworth, Georgia 

   1990 Jaguar XJS

Suzanne and Kenneth Hardy (July-2025) 

  sljwkirchner@yahoo.com 

    cell (860) 928-6079 

  Little River, SC 

   1951 MG TD 

 
 

Rafael Toro (June-2025) 

  ralftoro50.rt@gmail.com 

    cell (910) 778-0015 

  Wilmington, NC 

   1967 MGB  
 
Rob and Gail Jones (June-2025) 

  rob_jones@bellsouth.net 

    cell (864) 940-5761 

  N. Myrtle Beach, SC 

   2016 Jaguar F-type 
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Club Events & 

Meeting Locations 
(dates & locations subject to change) 

 

Have a suggestion for a place you’d like to visit? 

Contact Events Coordinator at 

Events@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com  

 

09-Aug-2025 Saturday, 11:30 

am Monthly Meeting at 

Joey's Clubhouse Grille at 

Tidewater Golf Club, 1400 Tidewater Dr, 

N. Myrtle Beach, SC. No sign up required. 

 

13-Sep-2025 Saturday, 11:30 am Monthly 

Meeting at California Dreaming, 2657 

Beaver Run Blvd, Surfside Beach, SC.  

 

 
 

03-Oct-2025 Friday, 4:00-6:00 p.m., 

Britfest Drop-In Welcome Reception at 

Tidal Creek Brewhouse, The Market 

Common,  3421 Knoles St., Myrtle Beach, 

SC.  No sign up required.  

 

04-Oct-2025 Saturday, 9:00 a.m., GSBCC 

Britfest at The Market Common, annual 

car show, Myrtle Beach, SC.  

 
 

Oct-2025 No Monthly Meeting due to 

Britfest. 

 

08-Nov-2025 Saturday, 11:30 am, Monthly 

Meeting and go karting at Broadway 

Grand Prix Go Karts, 1820 21st Ave.,  N. 

Myrtle Beach, SC. 

 
 

12-Dec-2025 5:00–9:00 pm Friday, Monthly 

Meeting & Christmas Holiday Party, Sons 

and Daughters of Italy banquet hall, 7957 

Moss Creek Rd., Myrtle Beach.  

 
 

(see Events next page)  

https://tidewatergolf.com/joeys-clubhouse-grille/
https://tidewatergolf.com/joeys-clubhouse-grille/
https://californiadreaming.rest/location/Surfside-Beach-SC/
https://tidalcreekbrewhouse.com/
https://www.broadwayatthebeach.com/property/broadway-grand-prix/
https://www.broadwayatthebeach.com/property/broadway-grand-prix/
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(Events continued) 

 

10-Jan-2026 Saturday, 11:30 am Monthly 

Meeting at Tide Beach Bar, The Litchfield 

Inn, 1 Norris Dr., Pawleys Island, SC. 

Advance reservations required. 

 

TBA-Feb-2026 Saturday, 10:30 am, 

Fifteenth Annual Anniversary Party 

Shine & Show (and monthly meeting), The 

Landing at the Boathouse, 201 Fantasy 

Harbour Blvd.,  Myrtle Beach. Click here 

to let us know that you are coming. 

 
 

Other Events of 

Special Interest 
 

18-Oct-2025 British Car Club of 

Charleston (BCCC) British Car Day, 

Charleston, SC. 

 

 

 

 

 

//////////////////////////////////////// 

If you are planning to 

attend a show, race, 

or rally event and are 

looking for someone to 

hold the electric torch 

for you while you touch 

random wires under the 

scuttle to find which 

one energizes the 

starter motor, then 

send your contact info 

and plans in an email to 

the GSBCC Newsletter 

Editor 

Newsletters@GrandStr

andBritishCarClub.com 

and it will be posted 

here. 
///////////////////////////////////////// 

 

https://www.tidetotablerestaurant.com/tide-beach-bar-food-menu/
https://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/BritishCarDay2025/BCD2025.html
https://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/BritishCarDay2025/BCD2025.html
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Whole Cars For Sale 
 

1953 MG TD (photo below) Recent 

inspection by Ed Lamb.  Contact Keith 

Fishlinger at email kfishlinger@gmail.com or 

tel 610-209-9916. (Jan-22) 

 

 
 

1962 MGA (photos below) Mint condition. 

Reduced to  $17,000 or best offer. Belonged 

to deceased GSBCC member Ron Kazmierski. 

Contact Heather Druckenmiller at email 

nittany942@ptd.net. (Oct-24) 

 

 
///////////////////////////////////////// 

Send your Cars For Sale, Bits ‘n’ 

Pieces, Wanteds, Drag It Away, 

Please, Rodents Have Taken Up 

Long Term Residence in My British 

Restoration Project, and Free to a 

Good Home with a Warm Garage 

along with attached JPEG photos ... as 

well as any updates to current listings 

.... to the GSBCC Newsletter Editor at 

Newsletters@GrandStrandBr

itishCarClub.com 
/////////////////////////////////////// 
 

 (see Whole Cars next page)  
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Whole Cars (continued) 

1970 MGB Roadster (photos below) 

Great restoration. Re-built engine features 

high performance camshaft, MSX aluminum 

Crossflow cylinder head, twin side-draft 

Weber DCOE 40 carburetors, PECO exhaust 

system. Wire wheels, tonneau cover, soft top. 

Distinctive custom paint. rare split rear 

bumper. $13,000, OBO. 818-653-6884 ask 

for Dave. (Nov-24) 

 

 

 

1989 Jaguar XJS (photos below) V-12, 

runs fine but needs some beauty treatment. 

Some rust, no transmission issues, needs 

brakes. Box of spare parts worth over $1,000 

including Lucas cruise control module and 

original and new manuals. Belonged to 

deceased GSBCC member Bill Pound. Make 

offer. Contact Kerry Pound at tel. (615) 879-

4688 or ferrarigirl45@yahoo.com. (Mar-25)  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

(see Whole Cars next page 
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Whole Cars (continued) 

 

1960 MGA (photos below) Full body-off 

restoration started, rust removed, firewall 

replaced, body primed, seats replaced, engine 

worked on and running. Purchase includes car 

and parts. Located in North Carolina. 

Belonged to deceased GSBCC member Tom 

Knight. Contact Juli Knight tel. 704-562-

4763 or email knight082893@gmail.com. (Mar-

25) 

 

2007 Triumph Bonneville Speedmaster 

(photo below) Only 3085 miles. Last year of 

the carbs. 12k invested. must sell due to 

illness. Stored indoors, started every month. 

Oil changed once a year. Starts right up. Call 

Jim Hendricks 843-655-3873 for more info. 
(Jan-25) 

Wanted 

Late MGB Cast Iron Exhaust 

Manifold Donation preferred for a 

teenager's project car located on Tybee 

Island.  If you can help, please contact Dave 

at dave@britishcarclubcharleston.com.  Let's 

keep the passion alive for the next 

generation! (Jun-25) 

 

1275 cc Engine for MG Midget Contact 

Shane Shelly at tel. 843-333-3696 or email 

shaneshelly6@gmail.com. (Feb-24) 

 

Engine Head for 1976 MGB  Contact 

James Smoker tel. 814-203-7333 or email 

smokestruckrepair@hotmail.com (Apr-24) 

 

Carburettor Linkage for a 1978 Midget 

1500 Zenith-Stromberg 150-CD4T. Contact 

Alan Morgan at tel. 843-514-2259 or email 

armorgan1945@gmail.com (Apr-25) 
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Bits ’n’ Pieces 

For Sale 
 

 
 

1980 MGB Parts Conv. top frame $75, 

rear lights $20, steering wheel and shaft 

$50, engine front plate $75, engine rear 

plate $100, flywheel $100, non-overdrive 4 

speed transmission $100, rebuilt HIF 4 carb 

set modified for ported vacuum $550.  left 

and right MGB doors with windows and vents 

$75 each, hood $75, 18V engine turns freely 

needs rebuilding $200, overflow brass tank 

$50, dashboard $50, rear cockpit surround 

$50, center console $30, complete front end 

$100, door hinges left and right sets 

$75/set. Many other parts available just ask. 

Call Bob Puttbach, Calabash NC 703-216-

1510. (May-2024) 

 

MINI Cooper Wheels (photo below) Off 

a Countryman John 

Cooper Works, 18" x 8, 

only used two months. 

$500.00 set of 4.  

Contact Gerald 

Heckener at email 

jerryh1940@gmail.com 

or tel (717) 308-0606. 
(Jul-25) 

 

 

 

 

 

 







It’s British Car Day again in Charleston, SC... 

The British Car Club of Charleston cordially invites you to 

attend their 40th Anniversary celebration of British Car Day 

on October 18, 2025, at Palmetto Island County Park in 

historic Mt. Pleasant, SC. 

 

• Expect to see over 150 classic British automobiles on display. 

• The Spotlight Marques are Rolls-Royce and Bentley. For additional 

Spotlight information contact millie.horton2@gmail.com. 

• Pre-British Car Day activities on Friday, October 17th include a morning 

drive to Freshfields Village on Kiawah Island, an afternoon Authentic 

British Tea at McLeod Plantation, with a Plantation Tour. 

• Registration information, details about the weekend’s events, and 

event hotels can be found at www.BritishCarClubCharleston.com. 

• For vendor and/or sponsorship information contact Dave Rosato at 

Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com  
 

Mark your calendars now for October 17th and 18th, 2025; make Charleston 

your British car show destination city this fall. 

mailto:millie.horton2@gmail.com
http://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/
mailto:Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com
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Body & Paint 

  

 
 

Parts (New & Salvage) 

 
 
  


