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 Tool Box Technical Notes 
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 Enlightening Member Meanderings 

 Occasional Drips and Leakages 



 This Month’s Meeting  
 

13-Sep-2025 Saturday, 11:30 am Monthly 

Meeting at California Dreaming, 2657 

Beaver Run Blvd, Surfside Beach, SC.  

 

 


Click Below Links for Quick Access  
Website: Grand Strand British Car Club 

Calendar of Events: Calendar 

Subscribe: Newsletter & Events Reminder 

New Membership: Join 

Facebook: GSBCC Private Member Page

Smiths Speedometer  

by Bill Unger, Newsletter Editor 
 

Those of us with British cars in the 

“antique” category (generally defined as 

vehicles built in 1975 or earlier) may be 

finding that the factory-installed Smiths 

speedometer is beginning to act its age with 

a wavering needle and inaccurate readings.  

The number one reason for speedometer 

problems is a malfunctioning cable which I will 

not be discussing here.  But if after you have 

assured yourself that the transmission 

speedometer cable gear drive, cable sheath, 

and core are not crushed kinked, loose, 

unscrewed, or otherwise damaged, then you 

may need to peek inside the speedometer 

head (aka. gauge). 

 
 

(see Speedometer next page)  

https://californiadreaming.rest/location/Surfside-Beach-SC/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/calendar/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/subscribe-to-newsletter/
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/join/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/253886088011603
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Committee Chairs 
 

President Warren Bender  

  843-756-1893   
 President@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Vice President Bill Unger  

  843-527-7840 
 VP@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Secretary Jerry Schopp 

  317-619-0567 
 Secretary@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Treasurer Steve Hertel 

  843-903-0271 
 Treasurer@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Communications Director, 

Webmaster Ethan Harris 

  781-883-1135 

 Webmaster@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com   

 

Club Regalia Sales Morris Hankins 

  859-533-2153 
 Regalia@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Newsletter Editor Bill Unger  

  843-527-7840 
 Newsletters@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Membership Chair Greg Hoch  

  843-357-2697 
 Membership@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com 

 

Events Coordinator Jen Zangara 

  732-236-0582 

 Events@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com   

 

Advertising & Sponsorship Jack McLaughlin 

  914-329-6253 
 Media@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com  

 (Speedometer continued) 

 

Over the years dust, dirt, and bug residue 

may have worked its way into the innards and 

are now gumming up the works.  Also, oils and 

grease may have worked up through the 

sheathing via the inner flex core from the 

transmission and turned to glue.  And internal 

rubber seals and diaphragms may have 

disintegrated into a sticky goo as had 

happened with the gauge in my 1969 Jaguar 

Series II E-type.  In any case, if your 

speedometer’s fluttering is annoying to watch 

and the readings are unreliable, you may want 

to disassemble and clean it up so that it will 

last another 50+ years. 

  

Removing the Speedometer Head 

 

1) Reach under the instrument panel and 

remove the indicator and gauge lamps from 

their holders on the back.  If your 

speedometer has Alternator (red), Low Fuel 

(yellow), and High Beam (blue) indicator 

lamps, note which sockets they fit into for 

proper reinstallation. 

 
Smiths Speedometer with Cables on the Right 

 

2) Unscrew the thumb nuts from the 

threaded studs holding the retaining 

brackets and remove the brackets. 

(see Speedometer next page)  

mailto:media@grandstrandbritishcarclub.com
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(Speedometer continued) 

 

3) Pull gauge out, unscrew speedometer drive 

and odometer reset cables. 

4) Remove the gauge and large O-ring that 

seals the bezel to the instrument panel face. 

5) Place gauge on a rubber jar lid gripper, 

push down on housing and twist.  If needed, 

pry the tabs a bit with a small screwdriver.  

Rotate the housing until the bezel tabs align 

with notches in the housing and lift off.   

6) Place the gauge upside down on a soft 

towel, remove the retaining screws from the 

back, and lift off the housing. 

 

 
Speedometer Internal Works Removed from Housing 

 

Instrument Head Disassembly 

 

1) Make a mark on the drag cup and frame 

while the pointer is resting at zero to 

reinstall the pointer in its proper orientation 

without any significant loss of calibration.  

 
Black Orientation Marks on Cup and Frame 

 

 

2) Gently turn the drag cup until the pointer 

is at midpoint, and hold the drag cup in place.  

Pull and twist the pointer by the hub until it 

pops free of the spindle.  

3) Remove two tiny screws beside the needle 

spindle attaching the face to the frame.  

 
4) Using a forceps to grip, remove the small 

return spring on the odometer indexing pawl. 

(NOTE: This spring is not present on the late 

style units such as that used on the SII E-

type.)  Slide and remove the flat spring 

retainer holding the indexing pawl on the main 

odometer. 

 
5) Remove the four screws holding the 

odometer wheel set and lift off to allow 

access to the magnet wheel and the seat of 

the needle pivot.  

(see Speedometer next page)  
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(Speedometer continued) 

 
NOTE: The two wheel sets may be separate 

(early, below left) or connected (late, below 

right, as used on the SII E-type). Separate 

wheel sets have two separate gears driven 

off the worm on the shaft of the magnet 

wheel.  

 
6) Gently turn the works upside down while 

supporting the upper part of the frame and 

lift the bottom half of the frame free. 

 
View of the underside of the odometer wheel frame, drag 
cup attached and magnet wheel frame removed. In the 
center of the drag cup is the thin spindle which fits into 

the bushing in the center of the magnet wheel. 

 

 
View of the magnet wheel after removal from the 
odometer wheel frame. In the center is the brass 

bushing in which the pointer spindle rides. 
 

7) If not already done, remove the main 

odometer pawl to allow the parts to be 

separated. 

8) Rest the upper frame and the main 

odometer wheels out of the way, canted to 

one side, and upside down. Do not allow it to 

rest on the spindle where the pointer 

attaches, otherwise the flat coil return 

spring may stretch. 

 

NOTE: IT IS ESSENTIAL TO AVOID 

DAMAGE TO THE RETURN SPRING. WHEN 

THE SPEEDOMETER IS DISMANTLED THE 

DRAG CUP AND THE RETURN SPRING 

ATTACHED TO IT ARE POORLY 

SUPPORTED.  IT IS EASY TO DAMAGE THE 

SPRING UNLESS THE DRAG CUP IS 

SUPPORTED AT ALL TIMES. 

 

9) Earlier speedometers have two screws 

holding the retaining flange of the magnet 

wheel and the input shaft to the frame.  

Remove the screws to allow the magnet wheel 

and shaft to be withdrawn from the frame.  

(see Speedometer next page)  
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(Speedometer continued) 

 

10) Later speedometers are riveted (as on 

the SII E-type).  The rivets (seen at the 

bottom of the holes in the below photo) may 

be drilled out and replaced with non-magnetic 

screws to secure the flange.   Avoid 

protruding heads that may interfere with the 

magnet wheel.  

 
 

Cleaning and Lubrication 

 

1) Clean the highly polished input shaft and 

the bushing in the frame. Use white grease on 

the end of a toothpick to lubricate. Apply 

grease in the narrow mid-sections to provide 

lubrication for the long term. 

2) Replace shaft in the frame. Spin the 

magnet wheel to assure free spinning.  Close 

tolerance of the input shaft as well as the 

grease do not allow it to spin multiple 

revolutions without constant pushing. 

Nevertheless, the resistance to movement 

should be very small. 

3) The speedometer pointer spindle rides in a 

small bushing in the center of the magnet 

wheel. Clean with electrical contact cleaner 

or “Brakleen” and lubricate with a drop of 

light machine oil.  

 

Reassembly 

1) Reassemble the lower frame to the 

odometer frame by rotating the lower frame 

to the proper position on the upper frame 

aligning all of the screw holes. Avoid damage 

to the spindle while refitting the frames. 

2) Secure the frames with one screw below 

the main odometer. If odometer has a 

separate trip odometer, it may be installed 

now. Refit the other three screws when it is 

in place.  

3) Install the return spring on the pawl using 

forceps to grip. 

4) Replace the speedometer face.   

5) Align and install the pointer to the proper 

location based on the mark made in 

Disassembly Step 1. 

6) As they say, the remainder of the 

Reassembly is the reverse of Disassembly 

and Removal. 
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GSBCC Monthly Meeting 

August 9, 2025, at Joey’s 

Clubhouse Grille in Myrtle Beach 

by Jerry Schopp, Secretary 

photo credits Ethan Harris 

 

 

The August meeting of the Grand Strand 

British Car Club was called to order at 

approximately 12:10 PM on Saturday, August 

9th by President Warren Bender.  It was a 

hot and humid, but sunny mid-day. There were 

39 GSBCC members & spouses attending the 

occasion and the nice weather brought out a 

great mix of British classic cars on display in 

the parking lot. One new member, Larry 

Morina, was recognized for his 1977 MGB and 

attending a meeting for the first time. 

An affirmative vote was taken to waive 

the reading of the July membership meeting 

minutes. 

 

Warren Bender opened the meeting by 

welcoming the new member in attendance and 

calling for volunteers to assist with classic 

car parking at Britfest in October. He also 

mentioned the need for parts to be donated 

for the auto-jumble managed by Jack 

McLaughlin during the show.  Warren went on 

to highlight a few upcoming car shows in the 

area, including the Dunes Club show of 

September 14th and the Charleston British 

Car Show on October 18th.  Both shows 

require pre-registration in order to attend.  

Warren made a final comment that the annual 

Hilton Head show will take place October 31- 

November 2nd, so if any member wants to 

attend, there will be several entries from the 

GSBCC for the Saturday Showcase that 

weekend. 

 
Vice President Bill Unger followed 

Warren with several requests and comments, 

including the need for fresh newsletter 

articles (or he vowed to keep publishing 

repair instructions for Jag components).  Bill 

announced that, in the absence of an Events 

Chair for 2026, he will temporarily fill the 

position and start selecting venues for next 

year.  He queried the group about changing 

meeting dates to weekdays in lieu of 

Saturdays to allow more flexibility in 

scheduling venues and suggested having state 

park drives & picnics, in addition to more 

plantation tours in 2026. Bill acknowledged a 

bias toward the southern part of the Grand 

Strand since that is the geographic area with 

which he is most familiar. 

(see Minutes next page)  
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(Minutes continued) 

 

 Thus, if anyone has a suggested venue on 

the northern end of the Grand Strand, please 

contact him with details. 

 
Webmaster Ethan Harris reminded the 

group that online registration for Britfest 

2025 was open and that early registration (at 

$35) would close at the end of August. He 

also discussed the consolidation of GSBCC 

Facebook pages into a single public page and 

thanked Felisia Sachs for her longstanding 

management of the club’s Facebook updates. 

 

 
2025 Events Chair Jenn Zangara 

reminded the group that the annual 

Christmas party would again be booked at the 

OSIA Lodge on Friday, December 5th in 

Myrtle Beach. 

 

Regalia Chair, Morris Hankins provided 

shirts and hats for sale, and several members 

made purchases from the stock he brought 

for the meeting. 

 
Britfest Baskets Chair Susan McLaughlin 

was happy to announce that 18 members had 

signed up to provide Britfest raffle baskets 

this year and 9 had already been delivered to 

her. More are needed and Susan has empty 

baskets available at club meetings for those 

who want to participate.  The last date for 

acceptance of baskets is the membership 

meeting on September 13th. 

Media Chair Jack McLaughlin, following 

up on a previous announcement by Warren, 

requested that members look through their 

old stock of excess parts and submit them 

for the Britfest Auto-Jumble. 

 
Secretary Jerry Schopp mentioned that 

the club currently has 120 active 

memberships, and he also reminded the group 

that 2026 membership renewals are due no 

later than January 31, 2026. 

There were no additional reports from the 

remaining club officers or chairs.  

 

(see Minutes next page) 
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(Minutes continued) 

The next GSBCC Membership Meeting 

will be held 11:30AM – 2:00PM Saturday 

September 13th at California Dreaming in 

Surfside Beach. Details are available on the 

GSBCC website. 

The August GSBCC membership meeting 

was adjourned at 12:52 PM. 

Please continue to make frequent visits to 

our GSBCC Website to stay informed of local 

events of interest both within and outside 

our immediate community as well as accessing 

links to sign up for participation. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Jerry Schopp, GSBCC Secretary 
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Club Events & 

Meeting Locations 
(dates & locations subject to change) 

 

Have a suggestion for a place you’d like to visit? 

Contact Events Coordinator at 

Events@GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com  

 

13-Sep-2025 Saturday, 11:30 am Monthly 

Meeting at California Dreaming, 2657 

Beaver Run Blvd, Surfside Beach, SC.  

 

 
 

03-Oct-2025 Friday, 4:00-6:00 p.m., 

Britfest Drop-In Welcome Reception at 

Tidal Creek Brewhouse, The Market 

Common,  3421 Knoles St., Myrtle Beach, 

SC.  No sign up required.  
 

 

 

04-Oct-2025 Saturday, 9:00 a.m., GSBCC 

Britfest at The Market Common, annual 

car show, Myrtle Beach, SC.  

 
 

Oct-2025 No Monthly Meeting due to 

Britfest. 

 

08-Nov-2025 Saturday, 11:30 am, Monthly 

Meeting and go karting at Broadway 

Grand Prix Go Karts, 1820 21st Ave.,  N. 

Myrtle Beach, SC. 

 
 

12-Dec-2025 5:00–9:00 pm Friday, Monthly 

Meeting & Christmas Holiday Party, Sons 

and Daughters of Italy banquet hall, 7957 

Moss Creek Rd., Myrtle Beach.  

 
 

(see Events next page)  

https://californiadreaming.rest/location/Surfside-Beach-SC/
https://tidalcreekbrewhouse.com/
https://www.broadwayatthebeach.com/property/broadway-grand-prix/
https://www.broadwayatthebeach.com/property/broadway-grand-prix/
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(Events continued) 

 

10-Jan-2026 Saturday, 11:30 am Monthly 

Meeting at Tide Beach Bar, The Litchfield 

Inn, 1 Norris Dr., Pawleys Island, SC. 

Advance reservations required. 

 

TBA-Feb-2026 Saturday, 10:30 am, 

Fifteenth Annual Anniversary Party 

Shine & Show (and monthly meeting), The 

Landing at the Boathouse, 201 Fantasy 

Harbour Blvd.,  Myrtle Beach. Click here 

to let us know that you are coming. 

 
 

Other Events of 

Special Interest 
 

18-Oct-2025 British Car Club of 

Charleston (BCCC) British Car Day, 

Charleston, SC. 

 

 

Britfest Basket Update 
by Susan McLaughlin & Lori Coltrin, 

Britfest Basket Committee 
 

The summer has flown by… it’s just over 

one short month until Britfest!!   We have 11 

baskets wrapped and ready to offer for 

ticket sales with another 11 promised.   

For those who have yet to submit raffle 

baskets, the last day they will be accepted is 

Saturday, September 11 at our GSBCC 

meeting at California Dreaming.  If you did 

not pick up a basket/ bin to fill, just bring the 

goodies to the next meeting in a bag or box 

and we will find a suitable receptacle and 

package it for presentation at the show.  If 

you did not formally sign up for a basket but 

would still like to contribute, as above, just 

bring the contents to the September 

members’ meeting in a sack or other 

container.   

Again, basket contents must be collected 

at the next GSBCC members’ meeting.  That 

leaves only 3 weeks to complete preparations 

for all our Britfest baskets!  Thank you all for 

your help with this important fundraiser for 

our club!!   

 

Sincerely,  

Lori and Susan, Britfest Basket Mavens 

 

 

https://www.tidetotablerestaurant.com/tide-beach-bar-food-menu/
https://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/BritishCarDay2025/BCD2025.html
https://www.britishcarclubcharleston.com/BritishCarDay2025/BCD2025.html
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Whole Cars For Sale 
 

1953 MG TD (photo below) Recent 

inspection by Ed Lamb.  Contact Keith 

Fishlinger at email kfishlinger@gmail.com or 

tel 610-209-9916. (Jan-22) 

 

 
 

1962 MGA (photos below) Mint condition. 

Reduced to  $17,000 or best offer. Belonged 

to deceased GSBCC member Ron Kazmierski. 

Contact Heather Druckenmiller at email 

nittany942@ptd.net. (Oct-24) 

 

 
///////////////////////////////////////// 

Send your Cars For Sale, Bits ‘n’ 

Pieces, Wanteds, Drag It Away, 

Please, Rodents Have Taken Up 

Long Term Residence in My British 

Restoration Project, and Free to a 

Good Home with a Warm Garage 

along with attached JPEG photos ... as 

well as any updates to current listings 

.... to the GSBCC Newsletter Editor at 

Newsletters@GrandStrandBr

itishCarClub.com 
/////////////////////////////////////// 
 

 (see Whole Cars next page)  
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Whole Cars (continued) 

1970 MGB Roadster (photos below) 

Great restoration. Re-built engine features 

high performance camshaft, MSX aluminum 

Crossflow cylinder head, twin side-draft 

Weber DCOE 40 carburetors, PECO exhaust 

system. Wire wheels, tonneau cover, soft top. 

Distinctive custom paint. rare split rear 

bumper. $13,000, OBO. 818-653-6884 ask 

for Dave. (Nov-24) 

 

 

 

1989 Jaguar XJS (photos below) V-12, 

runs fine but needs some beauty treatment. 

Some rust, no transmission issues, needs 

brakes. Box of spare parts worth over $1,000 

including Lucas cruise control module and 

original and new manuals. Belonged to 

deceased GSBCC member Bill Pound. Make 

offer. Contact Kerry Pound at tel. (615) 879-

4688 or ferrarigirl45@yahoo.com. (Mar-25)  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

(see Whole Cars next page 
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Whole Cars (continued) 

 

1960 MGA (photos below) Full body-off 

restoration started, rust removed, firewall 

replaced, body primed, seats replaced, engine 

worked on and running. Purchase includes car 

and parts. Located in North Carolina. 

Belonged to deceased GSBCC member Tom 

Knight. Contact Juli Knight tel. 704-562-

4763 or email knight082893@gmail.com. (Mar-

25) 

 

1963 Sunbeam Alpine GT (photos below) 

Matching-numbers, restored 12 years ago 

mechanically and cosmetically, primrose 

yellow, 1600cc, blue-tooth radio, yellow-piped 

black interior, tonneau, e-ignition, e-fuel 

pump, brake booster, 32/36 Weber, OD, 

LEDs, mahogany dash, and Moto-Lita Mk 9 

steering wheel. Contact Richard Fritz at 843-

817-4063 or wizzzbangmotors@gmail.com.  

Asking price $30K or OICR. (Aug-25) 

 

 

(see Whole Cars next page) 

mailto:wizzzbangmotors@gmail.com
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Whole Cars (continued) 
 

1990 Jaguar XJS Convertible (photos 

below) Modified with a 350 engine, NR 

700 monster transmission, complete 

maintenance history for the last 13 years. 

Champagne with black top. Asking $15k 

but will negotiate. Contact Robert Cook 

Jr. at tel. 860-558-6759  or email 

oor00762@gmail.com. (Aug-25) 

 

 
2007 Triumph Bonneville Speedmaster 

(photo below) Only 3085 miles. Last year of 

the carbs. 12k invested. must sell due to 

illness. Stored indoors, started every month. 

Oil changed once a year. Starts right up. Call 

Jim Hendricks 843-655-3873 for more info. 
(Jan-25) 

Bits ’n’ Pieces 

For Sale 
 

 
 

1980 MGB Parts Conv. top frame $75, 

rear lights $20, steering wheel and shaft 

$50, engine front plate $75, engine rear 

plate $100, flywheel $100, non-overdrive 4 

speed transmission $100, rebuilt HIF 4 carb 

set modified for ported vacuum $550.  left 

and right MGB doors with windows and vents 

$75 each, hood $75, 18V engine turns freely 

needs rebuilding $200, overflow brass tank 

$50, dashboard $50, rear cockpit surround 

$50, center console $30, complete front end 

$100, door hinges left and right sets 

$75/set. Many other parts available just ask. 

Call Bob Puttbach, Calabash NC 703-216-

1510. (May-2024) 

 

MINI Cooper Wheels (photo below) Off 

a Countryman John 

Cooper Works, 18" x 8, 

only used two months. 

$500.00 set of 4.  

Contact Gerald 

Heckener at email 

jerryh1940@gmail.com 

or tel (717) 308-0606. 
(Jul-25)   
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Wanted 

 

Late MGB Cast Iron Exhaust 

Manifold Donation preferred for a 

teenager's project car located on Tybee 

Island.  If you can help, please contact Dave 

at dave@britishcarclubcharleston.com.  Let's 

keep the passion alive for the next 

generation! (Jun-25) 

 

1275 cc Engine for MG Midget Contact 

Shane Shelly at tel. 843-333-3696 or email 

shaneshelly6@gmail.com. (Feb-24) 

 

Engine Head for 1976 MGB  Contact 

James Smoker tel. 814-203-7333 or email 

smokestruckrepair@hotmail.com (Apr-24) 

 

Carburettor Linkage for a 1978 Midget 

1500 Zenith-Stromberg 150-CD4T. Contact 

Alan Morgan at tel. 843-514-2259 or email 

armorgan1945@gmail.com (Apr-25) 

 

 

 

//////////////////////////////////////// 

If you are planning to 

attend a show, race, 

or rally event and are 

looking for someone to 

hold the electric torch 

for you while you touch 

random wires under the 

scuttle to find which 

one energizes the 

starter motor, then 

send your contact info 

and plans in an email to 

the GSBCC Newsletter 

Editor 

Newsletters@GrandStr

andBritishCarClub.com 

and it will be posted 

here. 
///////////////////////////////////////// 

 

 





It’s British Car Day again in Charleston, SC... 

The British Car Club of Charleston cordially invites you to 

attend their 40th Anniversary celebration of British Car Day 

on October 18, 2025, at Palmetto Island County Park in 

historic Mt. Pleasant, SC. 

 

• Expect to see over 150 classic British automobiles on display. 

• The Spotlight Marques are Rolls-Royce and Bentley. For additional 

Spotlight information contact millie.horton2@gmail.com. 

• Pre-British Car Day activities on Friday, October 17th include a morning 

drive to Freshfields Village on Kiawah Island, an afternoon Authentic 

British Tea at McLeod Plantation, with a Plantation Tour. 

• Registration information, details about the weekend’s events, and 

event hotels can be found at www.BritishCarClubCharleston.com. 

• For vendor and/or sponsorship information contact Dave Rosato at 

Dave@BritishCarClubCharleston.com  
 

Mark your calendars now for October 17th and 18th, 2025; make Charleston 

your British car show destination city this fall. 
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Body & Paint 

  

 
 

Parts (New & Salvage) 
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Detailing & Coatings 

  

 
 

Locksmiths 
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Glass 

 

  
 

Lubricants 
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Interior, Upholstery, Tops 
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Machining & Metal Work          Radiators 

  
Tires and Wheels 
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Mechanical Repair 

 

  

     Associations                Miscellaneous 

  




