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< This Month's Meeting ©
Oct-2026 No Monthly Meeting due to
Britfest.
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07-Nov-2026 Saturday, 10:30 am Monthly
Meeting at The Car Barn, WillowTree RV
Resort & Campground,
520 Southern Sights Dr.,
Longs, SC. (host Glenn
Sledge)

<~ Click Links Below for Quick Access =
Website: Grand Strand British Car Club
Calendar of Events: Calendar
2026 Britfest Registration Now Open
Subscribe: Newsletter & Events Reminder
New Membership: Join

Facebook: GSBCC Private Member Page

Ignition Coil Ballast
Resistor: What Is It?
Why Do I Need One?

by Bill Unger, Newsletter Editor
Adapted from an article by Ryan,
Electronics Engineer at Well-Link

A coil ballast resistor drops the voltage to
the ignition coil from ~12V down to ~9V
during normal running. That's its entire job.
It sounds simple, but without that voltage
drop, your coil will operate too hot and fail
far sooner than it should.

A typical scenario: Your Little British Car
starts perfectly when cold but begins
misfiring after twenty minutes of driving.
The engine idles rough, loses power under
load, and eventually stalls. It feels like fuel
starvation, but the carburetor was just
rebuilt! The real culprit? The coil's ballast
resistor may have developed an internal crack
that opens up when hot, starves the ignition
coil of voltage, and causes the spark to
weaken as the engine bay temperatures rise.

The ballast resistor sits in series between
the ignition switch and the coil's positive
terminal. During normal operation, battery
voltage passes through the resistor before
reaching the coil and dissipates roughly 25%
of that voltage as heat, leaving the coil with
the 9V for which it was actually designed.

(see Ballast Resistor next page)
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(Ballast Resistor continued)

But here's the clever part: when you turn
the key to "start," the ballast resistor gets
bypassed entirely!

Ignition Coil Ballast Resistor Wiring Diagram
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The engine's starter motor demands so
much current that battery voltage will drop
from 12V to around 9-10V. However, if the
ballast resistor is still in the circuit during
cranking, the coil will only receive 6-7V — not
enough to generate a strong spark. So
engineers installed a second wire from the
starter solenoid directly to the coil positive
terminal. This wire is live only during
cranking, thus giving the coil full battery
voltage when it needs it most. Once the key
is released, the bypass wire is disconnected
and the ballast resistor takes over again.

The bypass wire is why there are often
two wires connected fo the positive terminal
of a coil .. one from the ignition switch
through a ballast resistor, and the other a
bypass from the starter solenoid.

An ignition coil is a step-up transformer
wrapped in a metal can that gets extremely
hot even under normal conditions. A coil
wound for 9V but continuously fed 12V does
not produce a hotter spark. It just produces
more heat, causing the insulation on the
windings to break down faster.

(see Ballast Resistor next page)
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(Ballast Resistor continued)

Eventually the primary and secondary
windings may short together resulting in
complete failure of the coill

Ballasted coils and non-ballasted coils are
not interchangeable.

A coil marked "12V" or "For Use Without
Ballast Resistor" has a primary winding
resistance around 3.0 ohms whereas a coil
marked "12V with Ballast Resistor" or simply
"Ballasted" has a primary resistance around
1.5 ohms. The lower-resistance coil paired
with an external resistor gives the same
current limit as a 3.0-ohm coil at 12V, but
with the startup voltage boost needed for
reliable cold starts.

Mix them up one of two failures will result.
Fit a 15-ohm ballasted coil without the
resistor, and the primary winding will be
overcurrent. Fit a 3.0-ohm non-ballasted coil
with a ballast resistor in series, and the total
resistance climbs to 4.5 ohms with a spark so
weak that the engine barely runs.

Most cars built before the mid-1980s with
points-type ignition have a ballast resistor.
Many had external ballasts versus a ballast
that was internal to the coil. Electronic
ignition systems that arrived in the late
1970s and became standard by the mid-1980s
handle current limiting internally so they do
not need an external resistor.

Assume that there is a ballast resistor on
your classic car until confirmed otherwise.
Look for three things:

First, check the coil body or label. If it
says '"use with external resistor' or
"ballasted," then it needs a ballast resistor.

Second, look at the coil's positive
terminal. If there are two wires with one

October 2026

page 3
coming from the starter, then it may be a
ballasted system.

Third, find the resistor itself. An
external ballast is typically a white ceramic
block about the size of a matchbox mounted
on the firewall or inner fender, usually held
by a screw, and producing roughly 1.5-3.0
ohms of resistance between the ignition feed
and the coil positive.

Next Month: Ignition Coil Ballast
Resistors: How to Test

Welcome to the

Garage
by Warren Bender, President

"Welcome" to our newest GSBCC members ...
Robert and Patty Devens (Sep-2026)
@ bdevens@optonline.net

) cell (973) 580-3541

fs:i Pawleys Island, SC
&= 1976 MG Midget
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GSBCC Monthly

Meeting Minutes

September 12, 2026, at
The Quad, Pawleys Island, SC
by Jerry Schopp, Secretary

The September membership gathering of
the 6rand Strand British Car Club took place
at The Quad on Saturday the 12th. It wasa
beautiful sunny day, and many members drove
their classic cars to the event. The group
spent an extended period of time chatting
outside or under the covered patio of the
facility before and after the meeting.
Members also took advantage of the food
truck serving lobster rolls and other seafood
baskefts.

The September meeting was called to
order at approximately 12:34 PM by
President Warren Bender. An affirmative
vote was taken to waive the reading of the
August membership meeting minutes.
Warren asked if any nhew members were in
attendance. New members, Bob and Patty
Devens from Pawleys Island introduced
themselves and their 1976 MG Midget and
were welcomed by the group.

The next order of club business was an
update on 2026 Britfest preparations.
Warren commented on the need for more
volunteers, including a gate ranger, parking
assistants, regalia table workers, and 50/50
raffle rovers. Jerry Schopp was assigned as
the Gate Ranger for Britfest. Lewis Hipp and
Dan Ferris signed up for the 50/50 raffle.

The question "How many cars are
currently signed up for the show" was asked
of Warren, to which Ethan replied that 72
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cars were entered to date (which is behind
the sign-up rate last year).

Vice President Bill Unger briefly
commented that (3) food ftrucks are
confirmed by Morris Hankins for the show
and that the Friday evening reception on
October 2" will take place at Tidal Creek
Brewery across the street from the show
field. Bill also provided an update on club
events for the remainder of 2026, which are
all posted on the GSBCC website.

As Newsletter Chair, Bill made his
monthly request for newsletter articles,
including personal car or travel experiences.

As acting Events Coordinator, Bill
requested that members offer up ideas for
2027 events and meeting venues.

Communication Director Ethan Harris
reminded the group that WPDE-TV ABC Ch.
15 will broadcast (4) short interview
segments with the GSBCC at the Britfest
show field October 15" from 5am-7am. He
invited any interested members to display
their cars for the inferview and be
highlighted during the broadcast.

Britfest Raffle Basket Chair Susan
McLaughlin provided an update on her
preparations. To date, 20 baskets have been
promised (verses 40 last year). Susan
requested that contributors deliver basket
contents in a bag or box and her team will
assemble them into display baskefts.

Regalia Chair Morris Hankins provided a
nice display of club attire during the meeting
and had various items available at a reduced
price.

Tea Party Hostess Patsy Hoch confirmed
that the English Tea at Britfest was being
prepared and thanked the members who
helped arrange the display.

(see Minutes next page)
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(Minutes continued)

Media Chair Jack McLaughlin reminded
the attendees that he is still collecting parts
for the Britfest Auto Jumble.

Since Britfest will take place Saturday,
October 3™, the next GSBCC Membership
Meeting will be held 10:30am - 2:00pm
Saturday November 7™ at the Willowtree RV
Resort in Longs, SC. Details are available on
the GSBCC website.

The September GSBCC membership
meeting was adjourned at 12:58 PM.

Please continue to make frequent visits to
our GSBCC Website to stay informed of local
events of interest both within and outside
our immediate community.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jerry Schopp, GSBCC Secretary

A Call for Officer

Nominations

by Susan McLaughlin, GSBCC
Nominating Committee

Dear GSBCC Members,

As per the 6rand Strand British Car Club's
Policies and Procedures Manual, the President
has appointed a Nominating Committee. It is
the responsibility of this Nominating
Committee to propose a slate of officers for
the upcoming year to be infroduced during
the general club meeting in November for the
purpose of elections at the general club
meeting in December.

The By-Laws provide for the following
Elected Officers:
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President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

The By-Laws additionally provide for the
following Non-Elected Chairs:

Communications Director

Membership Chair

Upon election of the Officers and the
appointment by the President of the Chairs,
all of the above become members of the
Board of Directors.

The following officers have stepped
forward for consideration and include: Vice
President (Bill Unger), Secretary (Jerry
Schopp) and Treasurer (Steve Hertel). The
President position will be vacant.

Although the position of President initially
seems intimidating, it is a unique opportunity
to lead a creative group of people who are
passionate about their hobby. It's also an
opportunity to shape the future of GSBCC by
exploring new directions while strengthening
us in the traditions of our club. One of the
most rewarding experiences will be in
relationships built while getting fo know our
members. If you have in the past lead people
in either a formal or informal capacity and
enjoy strategic collaboration with like-
minded people, please consider submitting
your name. There is a description of officer
duties in the Policy & Procedures posted on
the club website. And if you have specific
questions, you can contact Warren.

Our Event Coordinator Chair remains
vacant. Several of our members stepped up
though the year to secure venues for our
meetings on an as-needed basis, and as
helpful as it has been, it is less than optimal.

(see Nominations next page)




The Journal of Loose Nuts and Broken Spokes ™

GSBCC’'s NEWSLETTER

(Nominations continued)

If anyone is willing to move forward as our
new Chairperson, they will receive full
support from the board and other club
members. This is a position easily shared with
others desiring participation in club activities
while having team members to assist, thus
making it a less daunting task. Please consider
taking on this responsibility - or sharing it
with another.

Should any GSBCC member wish to
nominate themselves or another member for
any of the above positions, please do so by
contacting the sitting member of the
Nominating Committee either by email
ssmclaughlinZ1@hotmail.com or telephone
(704-576-5376). Any member so nominated
must be in good standing and have given their
permission fo be nominated. You will be
surprised how much fun it is to participate in
behind-the-scenes planning of our club
activities and business. Board positions and
committee chairs provide an invaluable
opportunity to participate in guidance of the
club and allow us to become better acquainted
with our fellow members. Please take an
active role in making our club the best it can
bel

Waiting to hear from you,

Susan MclLaughlin, GSBCC Nominating
Committee
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Club Events &
Meeting Locations

Dates & locations subject to change. Watch for email notifications
and updates, and check the GSBCC website Calendar of Events.
Have a suggestion for a place you'd like to visit? Contact the
Events Coordinator at Events@6randStrandBritishCarClub.com

02-Oct-2026 Friday, 4:00-6:00 p.m.,
Britfest Drop-In Welcome Reception at
Tidal Creek Brewhouse, The Market
Common, 3421 Knoles St., Myrtle Beach,
SC. No sign up required.

03-Oct-2026 Saturday, 9:00 a.m., GSBCC
Britfest at The Market Common, annual
car show, Myrtle Beach, SC.

(see Events next page)



mailto:ssmclaughlin71@hotmail.com
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/calendar/
https://tidalcreekbrewhouse.com/

The Journal of Loose Nuts and Broken Spokes ™

GSBCC’'s NEWSLETTER

(Events continued)

Oct-2026 No Monthly Meeting due to
Britfest.

07-Nov-2026 Saturday, 10:30 am Monthly
Meeting at The Car Barn, located at
WillowTree RV Resort & Campground, 520
Southern Sights Dr., Longs, SC. (Follow
GPS directions to 2000 Old Buck Creek
Rd., Longs, SC,
29568). We will
meet and greet in
the parking lot
followed by an
11:00 am tour of GSBCC' members Glenn
and Martha Sledge’s vintage car collection
from the 1920's through 1960's. Bring a
picnic lunch for the monthly meeting to
follow. (host Glenn Sledge)

&xX ~ —

RY Reert @ Canpoend :

12-Dec-2025 5:00-9:00 pm Friday, Monthly
Meeting & Christmas Holiday Party, Sons
and Daughters of Italy banquet hall, 7957
Moss Creek Rd., Myrtle Beach.
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TBD-Jan-2026 Saturday, 11:00 am Monthly
Meeting at Tide Beach Bar, The Litchfield
Inn, 1 Norris Dr., Pawleys Island, SC.
Advance reservations required.

TBD-Feb-2026  Saturday, 11:00 am,
Sixteenth Annual Anniversary Party
Shine & Show (and monthly meeting), The
Landing at the Boathouse, 201 Fantasy
Harbour Blvd., Myrtle Beach.

Other Events of
Special Interest

17-Oct-2024 British Car Day, sponsored by
the British Car Club of Charleston held at
Palmetto Island County Park in historic Mt
Pleasant, SC. The featured marque for
this year is Triumph. Additional
information can be found at
BritishCarClubCharleston.com.

1177777777711717171777777777777777117777777
If you are planning to attend a
show, race, or rally event and are
looking for someone to hold the road
flare for you while you fashion a new
ignition switch from a desk lamp in the
Walmart parking lot, then send your
contact info and plans in an email to
the GSBCC Newsletter Editor
Newsletters@GrandStrandBritishCar

Club.com and it will be posted here.
11117771777717777777771777111777171777117777
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Whole Cars For Sale

1953 MG TD (photo below) Recent
inspection by Ed Lamb. Contact Keith
Fishlinger at email kfishlinger@gmail.com or
tel 610-209-9916. (Jan-22)

1962 MGA (photos below) Mint condition.
Reduced to $17,000 or best offer. Belonged
to deceased GSBCC member Ron Kazmierski.
Contact Heather Druckenmiller at email
ni’r‘rany942@p’rd net. (oa 24)

1/11771717177777177771717777177777171777717/77777/77
Send your Cars For Sale, Bits 'n
Pieces, Wanteds, Drag It Away,
Please, Rodents Have Taken Up
Long Term Residence in My British
Restoration Project, and Free to a
Good Home with a Warm Garage
along with attached JPEG photos ... as
well as any updates to current listings
... to the GSBCC Newsletter Editor at

Newsletters@GrandStrandBr

itishCarClub.com
111111111111111111111111111111111111117

(see Whole Cars next page)
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Whole Cars (continued)

1963 Sunbeam Alpine GT (photos below)
Matching numbers, 1600 cc, Series III 6T,
mechanically/cosmetically restored with e-
ignition, e-fuel pump, 32/36 Weber, OD,
Rebel wiring harness, LED bulbs, mahogany
dash, Moto-Lita Mk 9 steering wheel,
tonneau, and chrome wire wheels. Contact
Richard Fritz at 843-817-4063 or
W|zzzbanqmoTors@qma|l com. Best offer. (Aug-25)
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1949 Allard M Drop Head Coupe

(photos below) Original factory ledger sheet;
original 100 hp 239 ci flathead Ford V8; one
of 52 remaining of only 500 M's produced.
$79,000. Located in Oak Island, NC.
Contact Peter Koch tel. 910-599-7486 or
email Hockpq@qmall com. (Nov 25)

(see Whole Cars next page)
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Whole Cars (continued) Bits 'n' Pieces

1989 Jaguar XJS (photos below) V-12,
runs fine but needs some beauty treatment.
Some rust, no transmission issues, needs
brakes. Box of spare parts worth over $1,000
including Lucas cruise control module and
original and new manuals. Belonged to
deceased GSBCC member Bill Pound. Make
offer. Contact Kerry Pound at tel. (615) 879-
4688 or ferrarigirl45@yahoo.com. (Mar-25)

Free

MG Belt Buckle This was my dad's, who
passed away 2 years ago. I want it to go to an
MG enthusiast. Please text me as my phone is
set to ignore phone numbers that are not in

my contact list. First one to text can have it.
Charles Bunnelle (843) 602-9327. (Jan-26)

Wanted

Engine Head for 1976 MGB Contact
James Smoker tel. 814-203-7333 or email
smokestruckrepair@hotmail.com (Apr-24)

(see Bits 'n' Pieces next page)
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Bits 'n' Pieces (continued)

For Sale

Misc. Jaguar Wheels and Tires

(below) Will fit some Ford & Volvo vehicles.
Make  offers to  Spencer  Easton
eastonspencer@gmail.com or call 401-301-
1520. (Nov-25)

One XJ8 rim 18 x 8" rim, 5x108 bolt
pattern. Great condition with old Continental
tire. no center cap. $50. (photo below)

2006 S-Type rims 17x7.5", 5x108 bolt
pattern, Michelin Defender tires 90-95%
tread left, balanced and N2 filled. Good

condition; need respray. (photo below)

— }
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The British Gar Glub of Gharleston

Proudly Presents I —

4]

418t ANNUAL
British Gar Day

SATURDAY
OGT 17 2026

Palmetto Islands Co Park
Mount Pleasant, SC

11AM to 3PM

SPOTLIGHTING CLASSIC TRIUMPHS FREE to the Public with Park Entrance Fee

Visit www.BritishCarClubCharleston.com for more information and to register your car today!




North American MGB Register

P.O. Box 876
Downers Grove, IL 60515-0876

Thank you for your inquiry into the North American MGB Register. We are the official register for MGB, MGB/GT, MGC,
MGC/GT, MG V8, Midgets, MG 1100/1300 sedans, and all Post Abington MGs.

As a member of NAMGBR, you will receive:

Svice B

PRIVER §

The MG Driver

This bi-monthly magazine is packed

with over 60 pages of useful
information with the right mix of
Technical and Member information.

Technical Help

NAMGBR has assembled a group
of technical experts to answer your
questions

Dash Plaque

To commemorate your membership
in NAMGBR, you receive a dash
plaque to display in your car, home,
office or where ever.

aﬁﬁE‘ * WA
M=

WA = WAYZANN
NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER

Window Sticker

Proudly proclaim your membership
in NAMGBR with this attractive two
sided window sticker.

B

2026

Mutual Aid Directory |

Service Recommendations

Mutual Aid Directory
(MAD)

Many members list their contact
information to help fellow NAMGBR
members in the event they break
down in their area.

Annual Convention

In conjunction with a NAMGBR
Chapter, we sponsor a convention
highlighting a different part of the
United States or Canada. This 4
day event features driving tours, a
car show and a taste of the local
food and drink. In 2026, MG2026
International will take place in
Sandusky, OH

100,000/200,000
Mile Register

Has your MG gone the distance,
and traveled over 100,000 or
200,000 miles? NAMGBR honors
this achievement with a dash

plague your car can wear with pride.

Club Insurance

Does your club sponsor a car show,
driving event or meeting? Many
venues require insurance to hold
the event on their property. If your
club has 8 NAMGBR members and
is a Chapter of NAMGBR...you're
covered for free!

BY OWNER

$$ Good Deal

Member Classified

NAMGBR offers a free classifies
section in both the MG Driver and
the website. Have an extra MG or
parts you want to sell? Target your
advertising to the people you know
are buying MG.

Car Insurance

NAMGBR is the first MG Register
to offer members the 5% Hagerty
Collector Car Insurance Discount.
Being a member of NAMGBR can
save you money on your insurance

Regalia

We have a number of ways you can
show your NAMGBR membership
to the public.

Do you want to know more about the North American MGB
Register? Check out our website at: www.namgbr.org

Do you want to be a member in the largest club in North
American dedicated to the MGB, MGB/GT, MGC, MGC/
GT, MG V8, Midget, 1100/1300 Sedans and Post Abington
MGs?

Go to the website and either download a PDF membership
form and mail with a check or instantly join via Credit Card

ine—— §}
ME==
W = WAYZAWN

We look forward to having you as a member of NAMGBR!
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Body & Paint

JC Restorations

> | .. e

A

AUTOBODY & PAINT

COLLISION
REPAIRS
: SUSPENSION, BRAKES & MORE
J & C Auto Restoration and 642 Little Tony Ave.
Body Work Murrells Inlet, SC 29576
8195 Hwy 707, Myrtle Beach, SC Tel. (843) 947-0377
843-651-0803 Email WeltnersCollision@gmail.com
chris@)jcautorestoration.com https://WeltnersCollision.com/
- *
Anderson’s Body Shop

Complete Collision Repair
d/liv ADAM ANDERSON g

Phone: (843) 546-9801 1284 Georgetown Hwy.
FAX: (843) 527-7578 Georgetown, SC 29440

6 ( (==

Parts (New & Salvage)

BRITISH AUTO SALVAGE LLC

— | OLEmEE

Service is our best part.

gg“\:,'vst‘ ’?t‘r-:t: sf'alldvgg?j Advance Auto Parts - Store 5710
alwo enhie oa 5024 Dick Pond Road

Macedon, New York 14502 Myrtle Beach, SC 29575
Phone (315) 986-3097 Phone (843) 293-3179
www. BritishAutoSalvage.com Mon-Sat 7:30am-9pm Sun 9am-8pm
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